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THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA

A large group of people stands in the shadow of the
Great Wall of China. The broad, sturdy wall towers
high overhead. For many dynasties, the wall kept out
enemies. Today, it hosts millions of sightseers each year.
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The group climbs the wall’s ancient steps. From the top,

the visitors admire the wall snaking along the hilltops of

China’s countryside. Commanding watchtowers stand
along its length. In the distance, they see where the wall
disappears into the horizon. Welcome to Chinal




China stretches from central

Asia to the continent’s eastern
edge. It is the fourth-largest
country in the world, spreading
across 3,705,407 square miles
(2,596,260 square kilometers).
Fourteen countries touch

China. These include Russia
and Mongolia to the north

and India to the southwest.
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The waters of the Yellow,
East China, and South China
Seas wash onto China'’s
eastern shores.

Beijing, the nation’s capital, is
located in northeastern China.
The cities of Macau and Hong
Kong spread onto islands off
China’s southern coast. Close
by stands Hainan Island. The
Chinese island of Taiwan sits

to China’s southeast.




TIME ZONES

China is more than 3,000 miles
(4,828 kilometers) wide. Yet the

entire country is within the same
time zone. This means that in some
areas, the sun may set at midnight!
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