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 Are you ready to take it to the 
extreme? Torque books thrust you  
into the action-packed world of 
sports, vehicles, mystery, and  
adventure. These books may 
include dirt, smoke, fire, and chill-
ing tales.                           
              : read at your own risk.
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 A 7.8 magnitude earthquake hit 
Kathmandu, Nepal, on April 25, 2015. 
When it began, 15-year-old Pemba 
Tamang was working at a hotel.
 The powerful shaking began to crumble 
the walls. Suddenly, a concrete slab 
fell. When the dust settled, Pemba was 
trapped. A motorcycle had stopped the 
concrete from crushing him. But he could 
not stand up or stretch out. Stuck in his 
pocket of rubble, Pemba waited.
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“I started to go  

downstairs and all  

the walls started  

to crack and the  

ceiling fell in.” 

-Pemba Tamang
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 Days passed. Pemba found a little 
water and ate some butter that he 
found in the rubble. Five days after the 
earthquake, he heard excavators.  
He shouted to the rescuers and threw 
rocks to alert them.

rescuers looking 
for Pemba
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 Rescuers worked for hours to carefully 
pull Pemba from the rubble. Bruised but 
alive, Pemba was taken to the hospital. 
Soon, he was reunited with his family!

“I knew it was an  

earthquake. But then  

I thought it was a  

dream. I don’t know  

if I’m still dreaming.” 

-Pemba Tamang
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