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Jump into the cockpit and  

take flight with Pilot books.  

Your journey will take you on 

high-energy adventures as you 

learn about all that is wild, 

weird, fascinating, and fun!
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 It is time for a Barbie pool party! The children dress 

their Barbie dolls in colorful swimsuits. The dolls go down 

a slide into the pool. Soon, they are all playing together! 

After a change of clothes, the Barbie dolls are ready for 

more fun. One doll soars through space on a hoverboard. 

Another flies a plane. Barbie can be anything the kids 

imagine her to be! 

 Barbie is a fashion doll made by the toy company 

Mattel, Inc. The company’s headquarters is in  

El Segundo, California. In addition to dolls, the Barbie 

brand includes Barbie houses, cars, campers, and other 

accessories. These items add extra fun to play. Barbie 

movies, books, games, and apps 

are also popular. Barbie is one 

of Mattel’s largest toy lines. 

People around the world 

recognize the brand’s  

pink wordmark.

What Is Barbie?

hoverboard
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$302,500 
paid for the 

Stefano Canturi 
Barbie

150 
countries that sell 

Barbie products

more than 
100 people  
needed to create a 
Barbie doll and her 

fashions

$906 million 
in worldwide sales      

in 2015

$3.00  
for a Barbie doll 

in 1959

By the Numbers

more than 
180 careers  

for Barbie

Mattel Headquarters
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Barbie’s BiographyBarbie’s full name is Barbara Millicent Roberts. Her hometown is the imaginary Willows, Wisconsin. 

The Birth of Barbie
 In the early 1950s, Mattel co-founder Ruth Handler 

decided she wanted to create a teenage doll for girls. 

She knew the idea would be popular after watching her 

daughter, Barbara, play with paper dolls. Barbara and 

her friends enjoyed pretending their paper dolls were 

teenagers or adults with careers. At that time, most toy 

dolls looked like babies or children. 

   In 1956, Ruth and her family traveled to Europe. 

There, she discovered a German doll called Lilli. The doll 

had blonde hair and an adult shape. After buying the 

rights to Lilli, Mattel hired engineers to 

make a similar doll. Ruth named this new 

doll Barbie, after her daughter.

 In 1959, Barbie debuted at the 

American International Toy Fair in New 

York City. The doll came in blonde or 

brunette, and she wore a black-and-

white striped swimsuit. Soon, Mattel began 

advertising Barbie on television. The doll’s 

popularity soared. That year, 300,000 

Barbie dolls sold for $3 each!

1959 Barbie
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I’ll make believe 
that I am you
1950s tagline

Ruth Handler

Elliot Handler 

7



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample 
 

Enjoyed the preview? 
 

Buy:  http://www.ebooks2go.com 

https://www.ebooks2go.com/bellwether-barbie
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