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Jump into the cockpit and  

take flight with Pilot books.  

Your journey will take you on 

high-energy adventures as you 

learn about all that is wild, 

weird, fascinating, and fun!

This is not an official Nickelodeon book. It is not approved by or 
connected with Nickelodeon or Viacom.
 
This edition first published in 2017 by Bellwether Media, Inc.

No part of this publication may be reproduced in whole or in part 
without written permission of the publisher. 
For information regarding permission, write to Bellwether Media, Inc., 
Attention: Permissions Department, 
5357 Penn Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55419.
 
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Green, Sara, 1964- author.
Title: Nickelodeon / by Sara Green.
Description: Minneapolis, MN : Bellwether Media, Inc., 2017. | Series: 
Pilot: Brands We Know | Includes bibliographical references and index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2015043705 | ISBN 9781626174115 (hardcover : alk. 
paper)
Subjects: LCSH: Nickelodeon (Television network)--Juvenile literature. 
|Children’s television programs--United States--Juvenile literature.
Classification: LCC PN1992.92.N55 G84 2017 | DDC 384.5506/5--dc23
LC record available at http://lccn.loc.gov/2015043705

Text copyright © 2017 by Bellwether Media, Inc. PILOT and associated 
logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Bellwether 
Media, Inc. SCHOLASTIC, CHILDREN’S PRESS, and associated logos 
are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. 

Printed in the United States of America, North Mankato, MN.



What Is Nickelodeon? ..............................4

A New Network ...........................................6

Nicktoons .....................................................8

The Audience Grows .............................. 12

Box Office Hits  .........................................16

Healthy Kids, Healthy Earth .................18

Nickelodeon Timeline ...........................20

Glossary .................................................... 22

To Learn More .......................................... 23

Index ........................................................... 24

Table of Contents



4

 The kids want an afternoon break after a long day at 

school. They decide to rest on the couch and watch a 

cartoon. They flip through the channels and stop on a 

colorful show. SpongeBob SquarePants is on Nickelodeon! 

The kids sit back and enjoy watching SpongeBob and his 

friends in Bikini Bottom.

 Nickelodeon is an American cable television network 

that began in 1977. Many people shorten its name to Nick. 

The network is best known for its children’s programs. 

It delights viewers with shows such as the The Fairly 

OddParents and iCarly. Henry Danger, Game Shakers, and 

Sanjay and Craig are recent fan favorites. Nick also makes 

movies, online games, and apps. A big company called 

Viacom owns Nickelodeon. Its headquarters is in New 

York City. However, Nick’s programs are 

created in Burbank, California. Nick’s 

bright orange logo is recognized 

around the world. Today, the network 

ranks among the top entertainment 

brands for kids!

What Is Nickelodeon?



Nickelodeon Animation Studios
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1 
 minute record for 

longest sliming ever

more than 

158  
countries that air 

Nickelodeon

20 
 years in a row as the               

top-rated basic          
cable network

more than 
$12 billion 

in sales from SpongeBob 
SquarePants merchandise

more than 
100 million  

U.S. households with the 
Nickelodeon channel 

By the Numbers
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 A network called Pinwheel aired educational shows 

for children in 1977. Two years later, the network was 

renamed Nickelodeon. Soon, it began to air a popular 

comedy show called You Can’t Do That On Television. 

The show dumped green slime on people. This 

happened whenever someone said, “I don’t know.” 

Audiences loved the slime. Nick began to use it in other 

shows. It became the brand’s trademark!

A New Network 

The First Kids’ Network
1980s tagline
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Would You Eat That? 

Cottage cheese, vanilla pudding, 

and oatmeal have been used to 

make slime.

 The network’s slimy shows were successful. But it 

still had low ratings in the early 1980s. Nick began to air 

commercials in 1983 to earn money. It focused more on 

entertainment kids would enjoy. Game 

shows like Double Dare became very 

popular. These changes paid off. 

Nickelodeon soon became the 

top-rated children’s television 

station in the United States.

Double Dare



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample 
 

Enjoyed the preview? 
 

Buy:  http://www.ebooks2go.com 
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