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What Is Dairy Queen?
The soccer team wants a treat after playing an exciting
game. When the coaches suggest Dairy Queen, the
players quickly agree. They cannot wait to get a Blizzard,
Dilly Bar, or other delicious dessert. Choosing Dairy Queen
was easy. The hard part is deciding what to order!
Dairy Queen, also known as DQ, is a chain of
restaurants recognized for its soft serve desserts. Its
official name is International Dairy Queen, Inc. Company
headquarters is in Edina, Minnesota. Dairy Queen also
offers hamburgers, chicken strips, and other hot foods.
Orange Julius smoothies and original drinks are more
brand favorites. Today, Dairy Queen is one of the largest
fast food chains in the world. Its logo,
shaped like a red ellipse, is recognized
across the globe!
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By the Numbers
35 million

more than

6,600

customers per day

$100 million

pounds (2.9 million
kilograms) of
strawberries
used per year

locations worldwide

more than

more than

countries with
DQ restaurants

Blizzard flavors
introduced since
1985

30

more than

6.5 million

100

raised for Children’s
Miracle Network
Hospitals since 1984

more than

$4 billion
total sales
in 2014
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A Cool, Creamy Idea
Dairy Queen started with an idea about a different
way to serve ice cream. In the early 1930s, a man named
John McCullough and his son, Alex, owned an ice cream
company. They were located in Illinois. John did not like
ice cream too frozen or hard. He created soft serve. It
was smooth and creamy. But, he needed a way to see if
others liked his new product.
The McCulloughs had a customer named Sherb
Noble. He owned three ice cream parlors in Kankakee,
Illinois. John told Sherb about his idea. Sherb agreed
to do a trial sale at his store. One August day in 1938,
Sherb offered a special deal. Customers could have
as much soft serve as they wanted
for ten cents. People packed
the store. Sherb handed
out more than 1,600
servings in about two
hours. John’s soft serve
was a success!

A Secret Re

cipe

The recipe fo
r Dairy Quee
n’s soft
serve is lock
ed in a box. O
nly a few
people have
keys!
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all-you-can-eat soft serve

Pictured from left to right: Sherb Noble, Alex McCullough,
and friend Paul Metla at an early Dairy Queen.
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