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Coral reefs are among the
world’s most colorful biomes!
Many beautiful plants and
animals live there.



Tube-shaped animals
called coral polyps
build up reefs over
time. They grow hard
skeletons and
attach to those of
dead corals.



Most coral reefs lie in the warm
tropics. There are three main
types of tropical reefs.

tropical coral reefs=if M|




Fringing reefs stretch along
shores. Barrier reefs are
farther out. Ring-shaped atolls
rise from sunken islands.
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