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Nothing else  
remains for me to do 
than try to solve the 
last great question- 

the South Pole.

August 9, 1910: 
The Fram sets sail from Kristiansand, Norway. Captain Roald 
Amundsen plans to lead the first expedition to the South Pole. 

For years, Amundsen wanted to be the first to 
the North Pole. But by 1909, two explorers 
had claimed to have already reached it. So he 
turned his sights to Antarctica.

Amundsen put together a crew of 18 men and about 100 dogs for his trip.  
His team includes the best skiers, dog mushers, and explorers of the time.
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Only six other people know Amundsen 
is heading to the South Pole. He fears he 
will lose the money he needs for the trip if 
his plans are public. Even most of the crew 
thinks they are going to the North Pole. 

Meanwhile, British explorer Robert Scott 
prepares for his own expedition to the 
South Pole. He plans to use horses and 
new motorized sledges on his journey. 
Scott has no idea of Amundsen’s plans.

My country  
would surely try to 

stop me if they knew 
my real plans. 

The Pole will  
be mine by next 

December! 
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September 9, 1910: 
After gathering food and supplies at the island of Madeira, Amundsen reveals his plans 
to his crew. He gives the men the choice to carry on to the South Pole or return home.

It is my intention  
to sail southwards, land  
a party on the Southern  
continent, and try to  
reach the South Pole.

Champion skier 
Olav Bjaaland is 
the first to respond.

All 18 crewmen agree to continue the journey. October 12, 1910: 
Scott receives the message when 
his crew arrives in Australia. The 
race to the South Pole is on. 

Amundsen sends Robert Scott 
a note to announce his plans. 

It’s going  
to be a race 

against Robert 
Scott’s team.

Hurrah! That 
means we’ll get 

there first!
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Amundsen knows their lives and success 
depend on planning, organization, and hard 
work. The crew fixes skis and sleds, sews 
tents, and makes harnesses for the dogs.

Nice work!  
Our skis are second  

to none!

The dogs are fed well and 
cared for by the crew. By 
early November, there 
are about 116 adults and 
pups aboard the Fram.

January 2, 1911:  
The Fram crosses the Antarctic Circle. It enters the 
pack ice the next day. A diesel engine helps the 
ship move through the icy waters. After starting 5,000 
miles behind Scott, Amundsen is now 60 miles ahead.
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