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July 16, 1969:
After years of preparation,  
NASA is set to launch Apollo 11 
from Kennedy Space Center in 
Florida. It is expected to be the  
first mission to land on the moon.

Since the 1950s, space exploration has been a 
competition between countries. A successful moon 
landing would put the United States in the lead.

Three astronauts will complete the trip. Neil Armstrong  
is the mission commander and Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin is  
the lunar module pilot. Michael Collins serves as the  
command module pilot.

In Houston, Texas, the team at Johnson Space Center also 
prepares for the launch. Capsule communicators, including 
Deke Slayton and Charles Duke, will be in contact with the 
astronauts throughout the mission.
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Months of training have prepared the astronauts for their mission. 
They will carry out experiments, take photographs, and send 
video broadcasts back to Earth.

The astronauts will fly up in Columbia. 
For much of the trip, they will live in 
Columbia’s command module. The 
service module holds most of their 
fuel, oxygen, and water.

In space, the lunar module, Eagle, 
will separate from Columbia. While 
Columbia orbits the moon, Eagle 
will land on the moon’s surface.

COMMAND  
MODULE

SERVICE 
MODULE

LUNAR 
MODULE

We’re checking 
switch settings for 

the final time,  
Houston.

Here we  
go, boys! We’re  
going to fly!

Roger.  
We’re ready to  
start engines,  

Apollo.
Roger that, 
Houston.
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9:32 a.m.

All engines  
running. Liftoff! We  

have a liftoff at 32 minutes  
past the hour. Liftoff  

on Apollo 11!
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Oh no!  
At least I can 
still see how far 
above the water 

I am.

Roger.  
Hear you loud and 
clear, Houston.

We have no  
complaints with any  

of the three stages on  
that ride. It was  

beautiful!

That wasn’t 
the smoothest 
docking I’ve 
ever done.

Well, it felt 
good from 

here.

After Columbia completes 1½ orbits of Earth, the 
crew fires an engine to escape the pull of Earth’s 
gravity. They are on their way to the moon.

About 3½ hours after liftoff, it 
is time for one of the toughest 
steps of the mission. Columbia 
must dock with Eagle.

Columbia turns  
to meet Eagle.  
Then they dock.

Liftoff is  
smooth. You are 
looking good.

Get ready  
for separation, 

Apollo.
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