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September 20, 1519: 
A fleet of five ships sails from Sanlúcar de 
Barrameda, Spain. The men aboard hope to 
find a westward route to the Spice Islands.

The islands are rich in cloves, nutmeg, black 
pepper, ginger, and cinnamon. Access to 
trade with the Spice Islands would bring 
great wealth to Spain.

The fleet is commanded by 
Ferdinand Magellan, a  
Portuguese sailor. He is  
helped by his servant, Enrique.

Magellan first approached King Manuel I of 
Portugal to fund the expedition, but the king 
refused. However, his rival, King Charles I of 
Spain, agreed to provide ships and supplies.

The Portuguese  
control the waters 

around Africa. If we 
want to reach the Spice 

Islands, we must  
sail west.

But nobody  
has ever tried  
that before.

That’s right, 
Enrique. We will 

be the first.
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About 270 men sail on the expedition. Many 
of the sailors are Spanish or Portuguese.

I expect trouble, 
especially from Captain 
Juan de Cartagena and 

Esteban Gomez.

But I will honor  
my promise to King Charles  

to find the Spice Islands. Spain 
will grow even more powerful 

once it controls the  
spice trade!Beware of  

the sailors who  
are unhappy that  
you command  

them, sir.

The Spice Islands  
must lie in a sea beyond  

South America. I believe there 
is a strait at the bottom of 
South America that leads  

to that sea.
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By mid-December, the fleet lands in 
present-day Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The 
sailors trade goods and tools for local 
foods. Then they continue sailing south. 

The ships find no passageway. Magellan 
decides to spend the winter in the bay, 
which he calls Port San Julian.

By late March, winter arrives and 
sailing conditions become poor.

Send two  
ships to explore 

ahead.

It is  
freezing. He’ll 
get us all killed.
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April 2, 1520: 
Magellan learns the mutiny 
has taken over three of the 
ships. He sends armed  
men to crush the uprising. 
By nighttime, the rebellion 
is over. 
 
The next day, Magellan 
gathers his crew.

April 1, 1520: 
Captain Cartagena of the San Antonio organizes a mutiny. One helper 
 is Juan Sebastián de Elcano, the master of the Concepción.

Magellan  
has cut our 
rations. It’s time  

for action!

This expedition  
will only succeed if you 
are all loyal. We will find 
the strait soon. We are 

not far from the  
Spice Islands!
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