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Good work,  
men! We’re almost  
ready to begin the  

long journey.

The expedition is led by Colonel 
John Hunt of the British Army.

March 1953, Mount Everest, Nepal:
A team of mountain climbers gets ready to climb the world’s highest 
mountain. No human has ever successfully reached its summit.
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You helped  
guide the Swiss  
team last year,  

Tenzing?

Yes, but we  
had to turn back  
when the winter  
snows came.

March 10, 1953:
The team of 11 climbers begins the long march to Everest. 
Almost 400 Sherpa guides and porters travel along to help.

For about two weeks, the climbers hike up 
and down the base of the mountain. This 
helps them adjust to the high altitude. 

BASE CAMP

KHUMBU GLACIER

THE ICEFALL

WESTERN CWM

LHOTSE FACE

SOUTH COL
SOUTHEAST RIDGE

SUMMIT

Edmund Hillary, a New Zealander, is one of the most  
experienced climbers on the team. Tenzing Norgay,  
a skilled Sherpa guide, is also on the trip.
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Careful, Edmund.  
It’s a long drop down 

that crevasse.

April 9, 1953:  
Edmund leads a group of 5 climbers and  
44 guides and porters to set up Base Camp.

Edmund’s team sets up Camp 2 in the 
icefall. They return to Base Camp 
every night to eat and sleep.

After we set up  
the first camp, we’ll  

establish a series of eight 
more camps all the  

way to the top.
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We’ll finish the  
path through the icefall  

so we can get the rest of 
the team and supplies  

up here.

A new crevasse 
seems to appear 

every night!
Yeah, I’ll be  

glad to move farther 
up the mountain.

About two weeks later, Edmund 
and his team set up Camp 3 at 
the top of the icefall, just below 
the Western Cwm.
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