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Jump into the cockpit and  

take flight with Pilot books.  

Your journey will take you on 

high-energy adventures as you 

learn about all that is wild, 

weird, fascinating, and fun!
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 More than 100 years ago, a Georgia drugstore 

soda fountain made history. There, Coca-Cola was 

poured into glasses for the first time. People found the 

sweet, refreshing soda to be delightful. Today, Coca-Cola 

is still popular. Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite, Fanta, and other 

favorite Coca-Cola drinks are enjoyed in almost every 

country on the planet. 

 The Coca-Cola Company is the world’s largest 

beverage company. It owns more than 500 brands. 

The company headquarters 

is in Atlanta, Georgia. Today, 

Coca-Cola is one of the most 

recognized brands in the 

world. It is also among the 

most valuable. In 2015, the 

company was worth nearly 

$180 billion. 

What Is Coca-Cola?
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By the Numbers

more than 
700,000 

employees 
worldwide

more than 
1.9  billion  

beverage servings 
sold each day

more than 
79 billion gallons 

(299 billion liters)
of water added to 

Coke syrup each year

94% 
percent of the world’s 
population recognizes 

the Coca-Cola logo 

more than 
3,500  

products sold 
worldwide 
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John Pemberton’s Tonic
 In 1886, Dr. John Pemberton invented Coca-Cola in 

Atlanta, Georgia. John was a pharmacist. He wanted to 

create a headache medicine. 

Working in the back of his 

shop, John mixed many 

ingredients together. These 

included parts of the kola nut 

and coca leaf. John heated 

and stirred the ingredients. 

The result was a sticky brown 

syrup called a tonic. 

 John took the tonic 

to Jacobs’ Pharmacy, a 

drugstore in Atlanta. There, it 

was mixed with carbonated water. The manager sold 

it at the soda fountain. Customers loved the fizzy drink! 

It sold for five cents a glass. John’s business partner, 

Frank Robinson, suggested a name for the new drink. He 

combined the two special ingredient names into Coca-Cola. 

Then, he wrote the name in flowing handwriting. In time, 

Frank’s writing became the company’s logo.

6



Dr. John Pemberton

A Slow Start

The first year, John Pemberton 

sold around nine servings 

of Coca-Cola a day. His total 

earnings were about $50.

Around the Corner 
from Everywhere 
1920s tagline
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