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Some are as short as a pencil. Others are as
long as a telephone pole! There are almost 3,000 different
kinds of them in the world. And even though most
are harmless, many people are afraid of them.
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What are they?
(Hint: turn the

page to find out...)
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WHAT IS A SNAKE?
It is a reptile! So are lizards, turtles, alligators, and

crocodiles. Snakes are cold-blooded. Their body
temperature depends on the temperature of the
environment around them. (People are warm-blooded.
Our body temperature stays at about 98.6°F (37°C)

no matter where we are!)

Snakes
often bask in

the sun to warm
themselves up, then

hide in the
shade to cool off.

Answer: SNAKES!
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A snake’s body is covered with hard little
plates called scales. It may look wet and slimy,

but it is actually dry.

Snakes don’t have legs—so they can’t walk!
They have to glide on their bellies, or move
their bodies from side to side, to get where
they want to go.

Scarlet Kingsnake
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Snakes have two eyes. But they don’t have
eyelids—so they can’t blink! Many snakes can
see very well.

They don’t have ears, but snakes “hear” by
feeling vibrations as they slither across the ground.

And they can smell with the help of their

forked tongue!

Rattlesnake
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One thing a snake does have is sharp teeth!

Scaly skin
No legs
No eyelids
No ears
Forked tongue
Sharp teeth

Bodies

Rattlesnakes have
heat detectors on their
faces which help them
sense the body heat of

another animal.

Cool!

’s

Sidewinder
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