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In the early 1800s, Robertson County, Tennessee, was a quiet area. 
But late in the century, a man named Richard Williams Bell published 
a journal. It told of strange things that happened on his family farm 
while he was growing up. This is his account of the Bell Witch…

Looks like a good 
crop this year. John and his family prospered. They had help 

with the farm work from his grown children, and 
from slaves John had purchased.

John Bell brought his family to Robertson County, Tennessee, in 1804. 
At the time, he and his wife, Lucy, had five sons and a daughter.  
John purchased farmland along the Red River. He and Lucy soon  
had another daughter, Betsy, and two sons, Richard Williams and Joel.

Where are you 
off to, John?

I just want to take 
a look around the 
farm. Make sure 

everything’s okay.
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Then, in the summer of 1817, the family 
began seeing mysterious things.

What kind of  
creature is that? 

Bang!
BANG! Strange.  

I could have sworn 
I hit it.
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A few days later, John’s son, Drewry, saw an odd bird.

Then one evening while Betsy 
was out walking, she saw a little 
girl up in a tree. 

Moments later…

There is 
no one up 

there, dear.

But I swear, 
Pa, I saw her. 

I did!

Others on the farm also had odd encounters.

Oh! Hang on! I’ll 
go get my pa to 

help you!

That dog  
looks like it has 

two heads!

That’s way too big to be 
a turkey or any other kind 

of bird around here. 
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missing panel 2_7

Over the next few weeks and months, more strange  
happenings occurred. Mysterious sounds were heard…

What’s making 
that racket?

 I don’t know. 
There’s nothing 

out there.

Knock! 
  Knock!Knock! 
  Knock!

THUD! 
  THUD!
THUD!
  Thud!

A rat was 
nibbling on 

our bedpost.

You sure? 
I don’t see  
anything. 

I heard 
it, too.

…and covers were 
yanked off of beds.

I thought 
something was 

after me.

It’s okay, 
dear. We’re 
here now. 
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