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Long ago, in a bustling village near the Bay of Naples
in Italy, tragedy struck. Mount Vesuvius, a volcano on the
edge of Pompeii, had been dormant for about 800 vears,
slowly building pressure. The people of Pompeii could not
have anticipated that the volcano would erupt on August
24, 79. But when the earth shook and ash rained from the
sky, the city was doomed. This is a story of how a resident
of Pompeii—a fictional barber—may have experienced the
explosion of Mount Vesuvius.

The Signs of an Eruption
Several days before Mount Vesuvius erupted,
, tremors shook the town of Pompeii. Doors
25 c_n:akc-(i. glasses shook, and hanging light
fixtures swung back and forth. Springs and
wells in the area dried up. It appears that ——

- many Pompeians ignored these signs because m‘ e

they had experienced them before.
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