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Intreduction

The Importance of Text-Dependent Questions

Curiosity is one of the fundamental human principles that drives the desire to learn.
Starting at birth, we continuously wonder about the world around us. We question the
information that we take in through our senses, analyzing and examining it so we can
apply meaning to it. We strive to understand how things work, why things happen,
and what things mean. We puzzle over mysteries of science, struggle to comprehend
human psychology, and endeavor to solve great mathematical questions. It is this
ability to question and doubt that propels us forward in our quest for knowledge
and answers.

Within the realm of education, questions play an important role in helping teachers
advance students’ learning and comprehension. Teachers use questions to engage
students’ interest and motivate their learning. Questions help teachers focus the
attention of their students on particular points and guide students’ course of study. In
school, questions can be used to highlight connections between materials in different
content areas and help students draw conclusions based on their learning. They
stimulate discussions and facilitate group learning. Finally, guestions allow teachers
to assess their students’ progress and comprehension through a variety of different
formats that range from standard multiple-choice tests to Socratic seminars.

Questions serve a variety of purposes and therefore, have a multitude of outcomes.
While some questions simply demand students to parrot back memorized information
from a text or lecture, other questions strive to extend student learning beyond the
concepts explicitly taught. Research shows that questions that involve higher-order
thinking skills are more effective at enhancing student
learning and advancing achievement than those that involve

the simple recitation of learned material (Ibe 2009). . e S
Effective questions “build

What makes an effective question? According to Fusco students thinking by
(2012), effective questions “build students' thinking encouraging students to
by encouraging students to reflect on their ideas and reflect on their ideas and

compare their perceptions with those of others.” In their

book Essential Questions, McTighe and Wiggins (2013) compare their perceptions

explain that effective questions are generally open-ended, with those of others.”
thought-provoking, and intellectually engaging. These
questions necessitate higher-order thinking and address (Fusco 2012)

“important, transferable ideas within (and sometimes
across) disciplines” (3). Essential questions lead to further
inquiry, necessitate support and justification, and recur
over time. These types of questions address foundational concepts that are essential
for comprehension of a particular topic and they challenge students to think beyond
the boundaries of their immediate knowledge to explore broader concepts. Regardless
of the subject matter or content area, effective questions should be designed and
used in the classroom to enhance learning, engage students’ critical-thinking skills,
and increase comprehension.

@ Shell Education #51449—TDQs: Strategies for Building Text-Dependent Questions



Introduction

The Importance of Text-Dependent Questions co.

What Is a Text-Dependent Question?

A large portion of classroom learning involves the comprehension and analysis of
text. Texts vary in content and style, from literary novels and dramas, to textbooks,
newspaper articles, statistical reports, and Internet websites. Regardless of the
format, students must be able to decode and comprehend the contents of the text
in order to learn from the material. Research indicates that questions posed by
teachers are essential for developing readers’ abilities to successfully comprehend
text (Kim 2010) and text-dependent questions are effective questions designed to
achieve this goal. These types of guestions increase students’ understanding of
the text through an in-depth examination of a particular aspect of a text. They guide
students to examine a portion of the text and then provide evidence for their answers.
Text-dependent questions help students explore the material presented explicitly in the
text and also draw inferences based on that material. Unlike other types of questions,
text-dependent questions rely solely on the text. Students do not necessarily need
to access significant background knowledge or include outside information when
answering a text-dependent question.

Text-dependent questions facilitate the comprehension of text on a variety of
levels. On the most specific level, these questions help students analyze words and
sentences within the text in order to determine the specific meaning and connotations
of particular words and phrases. Text-dependent questions also enable students to
study broader concepts, such as text structure and point of view. They aid students
in their study of the individuals, settings, and sequences of events in a text and
also provide a means for investigating the presence of other types of media within
the writing (e.g., drawings, illustrations, graphs, tables). These questions also offer
an effective tool for helping students analyze the overarching themes, concepts,
arguments, and claims presented in texts. Finally, text-dependent questions help
students build their abilities to compare multiple texts to each other on a variety of
topics. Through thoughtful design and sequencing, text-dependent questions can be
tailored to meet many specific educational standards and learning objectives while still
maintaining a direct connection to the text.

With the advent of new standards in many states, such as the Common Core, one
area of emphasis is close reading. Close reading involves “an investigation of a short
piece of text, with multiple readings done over multiple instructional lessons. Through
text-based questions and discussion, students are guided to deeply analyze and
appreciate various aspects of the text” (Brown and Kappes 2012, 2). The practice of
close reading has its roots in the first and last anchor standards for reading in the
Common Core State Standards. The first anchor standard states that students should
be able to “read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support
conclusions drawn from the text” (National Governors Association Center 2010). In
addition, anchor standard 10 mandates that students “read and comprehend complex
literary and informational texts independently and proficiently” (National Governors
Association Center 2010). Together, these two foundational standards require students
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to be able to perform in-depth, evidence-based analyses on complex texts, and the
close reading strategy can help students achieve this goal.

The exact steps involved in close reading may vary from teacher to teacher, but
the strategy always shares several of the same attributes. First, a teacher must
select an appropriate text. Text selections for close reading should be complex
enough to challenge students, yet not be completely beyond their reading level. The
text should contain important ideas worthy of exploration and grade-appropriate
vocabulary, syntax, and text structure. In general, a close reading text selection
should be relatively brief to allow for multiple readings. Once an appropriate text is
selected, students read the text, usually both independently and as a group. Next,
students explore the text through text-based questions and small-group discussions
that focus on distinct elements of the text. For example, the teacher may choose to
have students study the usage of specific words or phrases, the presence of visual
elements in the text, or the development of theme within the specific text passage.
Finally, students synthesize the information gathered in either a whole-class discussion
or writing activity (Nelson-Royes 2013, 43).

Text-dependent questions serve as the foundation
for the close reading strategy. These questions help set
the purpose for the close reading and guide students to Tgxt-dgpendent qugstiong
carefully read and rerea_d specific sec_:tlons of the text in serve as the foundation for
order to strengthen their understanding. Text-dependent :
questions also allow students to access complex texts that the close readmg strategy.
might be overwhelmingly challenging without the structure
provided by the questions. Through a carefully structured
progression of text-dependent questions, students learn
how to deepen their comprehension of the text by asking and answering increasingly
complex questions. Additionally, text-dependent guestions help students learn to cite
textual evidence to support their ideas. By continually directing students back to the
text in search of evidence to support their conclusions, text-dependent questions
show students the importance of validating their claims. For students with limited
background knowledge or lower reading skills, the ability to use the close reading
strategy to accurately comprehend complex texts offers an opportunity to accelerate
their learning and increase their reading proficiency (Brown and Kappes 2012, 2).
Ultimately, the goal is for students to be able to read and comprehend the subtleties
and nuances of complex texts independently. Text-dependent questions provide the
scaffolding and structure necessary for students to learn and eventually internalize
the text by reading closely. Through text-dependent questions, students develop the
necessary skills required to perform a close reading of a text by themselves.
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