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CH.	1	–	INTRODUCTION

AUTHOR’S	PREFACE	TO	THE	ENGLISH	TRANSLATION:
I	 am	pleased	 to	 see	 the	effort	 to	 translate	 this	brief	presentation	of	Cornelio	Fabro’s

person	and	work	into	English.	The	original	was	written	quickly	in	1995	a	few	months	after
his	 death	 in	 gratitude	 for	 his	 life	 and	 works.	 During	 these	 years,	 we	 have	 begun	 and
developed	 the	 Cornelio	 Fabro	 Cultural	 Project,	 organizing	 different	 events	 in	 order	 to
delve	more	deeply	 into	his	 thought,	 particularly	on	 the	occasion	of	 the	 centenary	of	his
birth.	The	tasks	related	to	 the	publication	of	his	 tremendous	Opera	Omnia	have	allowed
me	 to	 come	 into	 contact	 with	 and	 see	 an	 abundance	 of	 his	 little-known	 biographical
material	 and	 intellectual	 production,	 much	 of	 which	 remains	 unedited.	 With	 great
satisfaction	I	can	assert	that	this	brief	text	which	was	laid	out	in	its	time	has	lost	none	of
its	 introductory	or	propaedeutic	value	as	a	first	encounter	with	Fabro.	I	 think	that	 it	was
the	 right	 decision	 to	 have	 followed	 the	 intuition	 that	 presented	 itself	 then:	 to	 show	 the
intimate	and	reciprocal	dependence	of	his	life	and	his	thought.	Among	his	inedited	works,
we	 have	 found	 a	 beautiful	 text	 that	 not	 only	 comforts	 us,	 but	 also	 confirms	 our
perspective:	“My	path	runs	towards	only	one	goal:	the	truth	of	being	in	its	endless	placing
itself	 and	 proposing	 itself.	 [It	 is]	 a	 path	 in	 which	 the	 biographical	 elements	 have
conditioned	and	pushed	the	path	of	thought	from	within	without	any	desire	of	exhibition
or	display”	(1987).

I	 predict	 that	 this	 introduction—the	 first	 volumes	 of	 English	 translations	 of	 Fabro’s
writings	are	already	being	prepared—will	be	a	path	to	enter	into	living	and	open	thought,
living	and	open	like,	as	Fabro	noted	in	his	later	years	after	much	profound	reflection,	the
human	spirit	when	it	bases	itself	in	the	Absolute	and	lives	in	the	face	of	the	Absolute.

Elvio	Fontana
May	31st,	2013



	

TRANSLATOR’S	PREFACE:
Father	 Fabro	worked	 on	 the	 cause	 for	 canonization	 of	 Saint	 Edith	 Stein	 and	 I	 have

found	two	of	her	comments	particularly	applicable	to	the	work	at	hand:

“No	 one	 could	 be	 more	 convinced	 than	 I	 am	 that	 others	 would	 have	 been	 better
qualified	for	 this	work.	Perhaps	I	would	have	been	unable	to	summon	the	courage	for	 it
had	 I	 been	 aware	 of	 all	 the	 difficulties	 beforehand.	Nevertheless,	 I	 consider	 it	 almost	 a
miracle	that	the	work	was	completed	and	that,	in	spite	of	all	its	deficiencies,	it	turned	out
as	it	did.	For	it	came	from	hours	snatched	out	of	a	full	school	schedule	and	a	number	of
other	obligations…	.	Perhaps	just	such	an	unsuspecting	little	David	had	to	attack	Goliath
in	 order	 to	 give	 stimulus	 to	 the	 heavily	 armored	 knights”	 (Letter	 117	 to	 a	 priest	 who
critiqued	her	German	translation	of	Aquinas’s	De	potentia).

“I	would	consider	 it	 especially	gratifying	 if	 this	 translation	had	 the	effect	of	 leading
others	back	to	the	study	of	the	original	texts”	(Des	hl.	Thomas	von	Aquin	Untersuchungen
über	die	Wahrheit,	7).

To	 this	 end,	 I	 have	 included	 two	 additions	 that	 are	 not	 present	 in	 Father	 Fontana’s
original	text:

- First,	 the	 original	 Italian,	 French,	 or	 Spanish	 texts	 that	 Father	 Fontana	 used	 are
provided	in	the	footnotes,	unless	the	translation	is	taken	from	a	published	English
translation.

- Secondly,	in	the	Appendix,	I	have	included	a	listing	of	the	books	written	by	Father
Fabro,	as	well	as	a	partial	listing	of	his	works	available	in	English.

Certainly,	there	are	many	others	would	have	been	better	suited	to	translate	this	work;
perhaps	some	will	even	do	so	in	the	future.	I	would	consider	it	especially	gratifying	if	this
work	moved	scholars	to	translate	the	other	works	of	Fabro	into	English.

Nathaniel	Dreyer
May	1st,	2013

Feast	of	Saint	Joseph	the	Worker



	

IN	MEMORIAM:	REV.	CORNELIO	FABRO
“In	that	primordial	light	that	made	their	spirits	beat,	these	great	ones	are	not,	nor	can

they	ever	be,	the	object	of	judgment;	rather,	they	become	the	judges	of	their	time	and	of
the	 future,	 and	 they	 are	 so	with	 ever	 greater	 insistence	 and	 impact	 in	 the	measure	 that
humanity	advances	in	time	and	in	the	apparition	of	new	formulas.”1

These	 pages	 attempt	 to	 recognize	 and	 give	 thanks	 to	 Father	 Cornelio	 Fabro,	 who
passed	away	on	May	4th,	1995,	at	the	age	of	84.	It	is	an	act	of	gratitude	from	those	who,
myself	 included,	 feel	 that	 they	 are	 debtors	 to	 the	 famous	 Thomist.	 It	 is	 also	 an	 act	 of
gratitude	 in	 the	 name	 of	 our	 order,	 the	 Institute	 of	 the	 Incarnate	Word,	which,	 from	 its
beginnings,	 knew	 how	 to	 find	 a	 sure	 guide	 for	 the	 discovery	 of	 Saint	 Thomas’s	 true
thought	and	an	example	of	a	serious	and	scientific	thinker	in	the	person	of	Father	Fabro
and	in	his	style	of	philosophical	investigation.	He	was	a	thinker	who	did	not	undervalue
the	past	nor	shy	away	from	the	present,	but	rather	who	knew	how	to	bring	both	the	new
and	the	old	(cf.	Mt	13:52).

However,	is	it	really	possible	to	present	the	life	and	works	of	a	man	who	transcends	all
of	the	categories	that	we	usually	use	to	describe	philosophers	and	theologians?

In	a	certain	sense,	no.	His	life	and	his	works	bear	his	personal	stamp,	something	that
can	be	neither	copied	nor	outlined	without	 running	 the	risk	of	 reducing	 them	or	making
them	into	a	mere	caricature.	It	is	preferable	that	the	reader	come	directly	into	contact	with
Fabro’s	writings.

However,	in	another	sense,	it	is	indeed	possible	to	present	them,	and	it’s	fitting	to	do
so;	perhaps	many	words	won’t	even	be	necessary.	When	dealing	with	a	vain	or	superficial
life,	 the	 presentation	 needs	 abundant	 examples	 and	 accidental	 anecdotes,	 and	 yet	 these
never	arrive	at	the	heart	of	the	person,	who	perhaps	never	even	existed.	As	someone	said
of	 Hegel,	 “A	 dull	 and	 unimportant	 thought	 can	 rarely	 be	 condensed	 into	 a	 few	words.
Many	words	 are	 needed;	 the	 same	 thing	 happens	 as	 happens	 in	 a	 lie.	Many	 twists	 and
turns	around	the	thing	need	to	be	made,	because	the	thinker	fails	to	bring	out	into	the	open
what	they	are	trying	to	say;	maybe	they	don’t	even	want	to	affirm	it.	The	longer	they	talk,
the	more	the	meaning	is	diluted	and	the	abbreviation	is	exposed.	In	contrast,	the	greatest
thinkers	are	capable,	when	necessary,	of	great	conciseness;	indeed,	they	even	pay	special
attention	so	as	to	do	it.”

For	 the	 reasons	 mentioned	 above,	 then,	 in	 this	 work	 I	 will	 attempt	 to	 achieve	 two
objectives,	which	will	bring	in	tow	two	limitations:	I	will	attempt	to	present	Father	Fabro’s
life	and	works	in	four	categories	that	I	think	are	the	ones	that	best	identify	them,	cutting
out	my	words	and	phrases	so	 that	his	words	might	flow	and	so	 that	we	might	enter	 into
direct	contact	with	him.	The	aspects	that	are	clearly	visible	throughout	his	long	life	present
the	truth	of	that	life	to	us:

1.	Enormous	in	his	works.

2.	A	combatant	as	a	thinker.

3.	Clearly	defined	as	a	Thomist.



4.	First	and	always	a	priest.

Kind	readers	will	know	how	to	forgive,	on	one	hand,	the	many	quotations	and,	on	the
other,	the	various	aspects	of	Father	Fabro’s	person	of	that	remain	unconsidered.

Rev.	Elvio	C.	Fontana
September	29th,	1995

Feast	of	the	Archangels	Michael,	Gabriel,	and	Raphael

1	Le	ragioni	del	tomismo,	78:	“Questi	grandi,	in	quella	scintilla	primordiale	in	cui	è	balzato	il	loro	spirito,	non	sono,	non
possono	essere	oggetto	di	giudizio,	ma	sono	giudici	del	proprio	tempo	e	di	quello	futuro,	e	con	insistenza	o	incidenza
sempre	 maggiore	 a	 seconda	 che	 l’umanità	 proceda	 nella	 sua	 storia	 e	 nell’avventura	 delle	 nuove	 formule.”	 All
translations	are	our	own,	except	where	noted.	The	page	citations	refer	to	the	latest	published	edition	published	prior	to
the	Opere	Complete.



APPENDIX

WILLS	OF	FATHER	CORNELIO	FABRO
To	be	opened	after	my	death
Rome,	May	6,	1980
X	In	nomine	Domini
Sensing	that	 the	end	of	my	days	is	drawing	near,	I	 intended	to	open	my	soul	to	God

with	complete	humility	of	heart:	in	order	to	thank	Him,	above	all,	for	life,	for	the	Christian
faith,	for	the	religious	vocation,	and	the	priesthood,	gifts	of	His	inestimable	love	that	have
kept	my	soul	distanced	from	the	dangers	of	being	lost	and	that	have	helped	it	to	surrender
itself	to	souls	in	order	to	make	them	know	the	path	of	salvation.

Moreover,	 I	 thank	God	 for	 the	particular	vocation	of	dedicating	myself	 to	 study	and
for	the	gifts	that	He	has	conceded	to	me—some	of	them	completely	unique—in	order	to
be	 able	 to	 complete	 this	 arduous	 and	 continuous	 witness,	 primarily	 in	 the	 Pontifical
Universities,	 then	at	 the	Catholic	University	of	Milan,	and,	 in	 these	 last	15	years,	at	 the
University	of	Perugia.	 If	 I	have	never	backed	down	 in	witnessing	 to	 the	 truth,	 it	has	all
been	the	fruit	of	the	His	merciful	assistance,	of	the	protection	of	Our	Lady,	of	the	angels,
and	of	my	patron	saints,	of	 the	souls	 that	 I	have	been	able	 to	direct,	 and	of	 those	 that	 I
have	assisted	at	the	hour	of	their	death	in	their	passage	to	the	Heavenly	homeland.

I	 also	 thank	God	 for	 the	 faith	 and	Christian	 example	 of	my	parents,	my	brothers	 in
religion,	and	my	colleagues	and	students	whom	I	consider	as	lights	that	God	has	placed	in
my	path.	I	can	affirm	that	I	have	always	thought	that	they	all	were	better	than	I,	and	that
everything	 they	did,	 especially	my	superiors,	 they	did	 for	my	good;	 I	particularly	 thank
these	 last	 ones	 for	 the	 favor	 of	 letting	me	 dedicate	 myself	 to	 the	 study	 of	 philosophy,
something	that	I	judged	was	the	unique	task	to	which	I	was	obligated	for	the	service	of	the
Church.

With	a	pained	heart,	yet	one	serene	and	confident	in	God,	I	ask	pardon	from	each	and
every	one	of	them	for	my	bad	examples,	for	my	lacks	of	gentleness,	and	for	all	that	they
could	have	had	to	suffer	from	my	defects;	in	this	moment,	the	friendly	faces	of	so	many	of
them	 come	 to	 mind,	 the	 faces	 of	 my	 brothers	 and	 the	 faithful,	 of	 students	 and	 pious
people,	 the	memory	of	whom	is	 immensely	comforting	to	me	and	almost	a	guarantee	of
Your	love,	oh	God,	who	moves	all	hearts	so	that	they	might	love	You!

In	 a	 particular	 way,	 I	 thank	 God	 for	 having	 conceded	 me	 the	 grace	 to	 collaborate
closely	 with	 the	 Supreme	 Pontiffs	 Pius	 XII,	 John	 XXIII,	 Paul	 VI,	 and	 John	 Paul	 II:	 I
declare	that	I	never	took	advantage	of	their	paternal	and	generous	benevolence	(for	I	have
already	 destroyed	 the	 notes	with	 respect	 to	 this).	 It	 has	 been	 a	 great	 honor	 to	 remain	 a
humble	Miles	Christi	Jesu.

Lastly,	 I	 forgive	 all	 of	 those	 who	 might	 have	 made	 me	 suffer,	 certainly	 without
wanting	to	do	so	and	cooperating	with	the	merciful	design	of	God	for	my	salvation.	In	a
very	special	way,	to	those	who	in	their	letter	on	the	24th	of	April	in	Perugia	threatened	me
with	death:	if	you	would	desire	to	bring	your	threat	into	act,	I	declare	that	I	desire	to	offer
my	life	to	God	for	the	salvation	of	your	souls,	for	the	safety	and	work	of	the	Holy	Father,



for	the	purification	of	theology	and	of	Christian	piety	according	to	the	desires	of	the	Heart
of	Jesus.

In	the	Faith,	in	complete	possession	of	my	faculties,

Father	Cornelio	Fabro
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