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MONTH	ONE:	YOUR	HEART
Week	1:	“Blessed	are	the	pure	in	heart	for	they	shall	see	God.”(Matthew	5:8)	To	truly	see
others	with	the	eyes	of	the	Father,	one	must	first	see	the	Father.	Our	hearts	can	be	moved
with	compassion	to	those	who	are	less	fortunate	or	confused	by	their	bondage	to	their	own
lusts	 and	 worldly	 pursuits	 without	 ever	 seeing	 them	 through	 the	 eyes	 of	 Christ.	Many
humanitarians	have	pity,	empathy	that	motivates	compassion	without	ever	knowing	God.
Some	of	 us	 are	 just	 “fixers”,	we	 see	 something	out	 of	whack	 in	 someone’s	 life	 and	we
immediately	 go	 to	work	 trying	 to	 “fix”	 their	 situation.	 (I	 am	 preaching	 to	myself	 now,
sister!)

As	a	follower	of	Christ,	what	is	the	difference?	The	difference	is	the	source.	Jesus	offers	to
live	 his	 life	 through	 us.	 The	 Father	 knows	 the	 plan;	 he	 equips	 and	 moves	 in	 us	 to
accomplish	that	plan.	Sounds	a	bit	over	simplified,	huh?

Galatians	2:20	says:	“I	am	crucified	with	Christ:	nevertheless	I	live;	yet	not	I,	but	Christ
liveth	in	me:	and	the	life	which	I	now	live	in	the	flesh	I	live	by	the	faith	of	the	Son	of	God,
who	loved	me,	and	gave	himself	for	me.”

Bottom	 line?	 If	 I	 want	 to	 be	 a	 truly	 effective	 servant	 of	 God,	 I	must	 be	 committed	 to
regular	 times	 of	 “soul	 searching”	 to	 be	 sure	 I	 have	 a	 pure	 heart,	 daily	 committed	 to	 be
“crucified	with	Christ.”	I	must	be	willing	to	pray,	“Search	me	O	God	and	know	my	heart,
try	me	and	know	my	thoughts,	and	see	if	there	be	any	wicked	way	in	me	and	lead	me	in	the
way	everlasting.”(Psalm	139:23-24)	The	Word	“Search”	from	the	Hebrew	is	defined:	To
examine	intimately.	Invite	God	to	a	new	depth	of	intimacy	by	allowing	Him	the	freedom
to	 show	you	what	 he	 sees	 in	 the	 deepest	 corners	 of	 your	 heart.	And	 then	 be	willing	 to
repent	and	make	the	adjustments	that	He	reveals	to	you.

Maybe	somewhere	 in	 the	burden	of	ministry	you’ve	lost	your	deep	desire	 to	“see	God.”
Might	 I	 suggest,	my	 friend	 that	 you	 to	 take	 a	 few	minutes	 today	 and	 ask	 the	 Father	 to
convict	you	and	fill	you	with	a	fresh	desire	to	be	intimately	acquainted	with	His	ways.	Ask
Him	 to	 show	you	what	areas	you	have	been	holding	back	 that	need	 to	be	purified.	Ask
Him	 to	 break	 your	 heart	 over	 your	 sin.	 Ask	 God	 to	 equip	 you	 and	 remind	 you	 not	 to
“continue	 in	 sin”.	 “What	 then,	 shall	 we	 continue	 in	 sin	 that	 grace	 may	 abound?	 God
forbid!”	Romans	6:1-2

YOUR	HEART
Week	2:	“Casting	down	 imaginations,	and	every	high	 thing	 that	 exalt	 itself	against	 the
knowledge	of	God,	and	bringing	into	captivity	every	thought	to	the	obedience	of	Christ.”
(II	Corinthians	10:5)

Well,	I	am	happy	to	see	that	you	are	still	speaking	to	me!	I	hope	that	last	weeks	time	with
the	Lord	proved	to	be	profitable	for	you	and	your	ministry.	I	know	for	me,	there	are	areas
of	my	heart	that	God	always	has	to	take	me	back,	namely,	un-forgiveness	and	the	root	of
bitterness.	 Now,	 if	 you	 knew	 me	 I	 doubt	 that	 you	 would	 consider	 me	 to	 be	 a	 bitter
unforgiving	woman.	 I	have	 spent	many	years	on	my	knees	 repenting	of	 the	unforgiving
thoughts	that	seem	to	find	their	way	into	the	corners	of	my	mind.

Sometimes,	there	is	a	deep	hurt	that	I	must	continually	bring	before	the	Father	and	ask	for



his	supernatural	strength	to	CHOOSE	to	forgive.	Sometimes,	and	often	more	dangerous	to
my	spiritual	development	are	those	little	“sour	grapes”	that	begin	to	grow	their	little	roots
quite	inconspicuously	into	the	depths	of	my	heart.

You	 know	what	 I	 am	 talking	 about.	 Often	 I	 even	 justify	my	 “hurt	 feelings”	 and	 bathe
myself	in	a	little	“poor	me”	time.	The	longer	I	allow	myself	to	“drink	of	the	bitter	wine	of
sour	 grapes”,	 the	 more	 “sour”	 my	 demeanor	 becomes.	 At	 first	 it	 is	 not	 an	 outward
expression	of	bitterness,	my	carefully	applied	make	up	and	nice	smile	covers	nicely,	but
the	 longer	 the	 bitterness	 grows	 the	 less	 passionate	 my	 walk	 with	 Christ	 becomes.	 The
more	I	dwell	on	my	bitter	thoughts	the	less	useful	I	become	to	the	Master.

Oh	sure,	I	may	still	“work”	for	the	ministry,	I.e.	serve	in	the	nursery,	play	the	piano	for	the
choir,	sing	on	the	worship	team,	etc…but	if	I	have	kept	the	sin	of	bitterness	in	my	heart,	I
am	only	“doing”	things	for	God	in	my	own	flesh,	and	I	am	not	“being”	who	God	wants	me
to	 be.	 Religion	 is	 “doing”	 things	 for	 God.	 Relationship	 is	 “being”	 intimate	 with	 God.
Religion	repulses	 the	Father.	He	even	goes	so	far	as	 to	say	when	we	are	“lukewarm”	he
spits	us	out	of	his	mouth.	“So	then	because	thou	art	lukewarm	and	neither	cold	nor	hot,	I
will	spew	thee	out	of	my	mouth.”	Rev.	3:16	The	word	God	uses	for	“spew”	is	“emeo”	in
the	Greek	it	 literally	means,	“to	vomit”.	God	gives	some	pretty	explicit	word	pictures	in
scripture	to	get	his	point	across,	don’t	you	think?	Basically,	he	is	saying,	“when	you	teach
that	 Sunday	 school	 class	 and	 are	 doing	 it	 from	 your	 own	 strength	 because	 of	 the	 un-
confessed	sin	you	have	in	your	heart,	it	makes	me	want	to	vomit!”	Not	my	words	sister…
think	about	it!	God	hates	my	hypocrisy.

Eventually,	 inevitably,	my	mouth	will	 betray	my	 heart	 and	 the	words	 of	 bitterness	will
begin	 to	 find	 themselves	 in	 my	 conversation.	 “…For	 the	 mouth	 speaks	 out	 of	 the
abundance	of	the	heart.”	(Matthew12:	34)	You	know	what	I	am	talking	about.	You	think
you’ve	got	it	under	control	and	then	all	of	the	sudden	your	mouth	betrays	you.	Maybe	you
say	some	hurtful	thing	about	someone	in	a	group	of	ladies	at	church,	or	you	lash	out	at	the
person	you	are	upset	with.	Some	of	us	are	more	“self	controlled”	than	others	and	can	keep
our	bitterness	bottled	up	for	years,	 fermenting	and	festering,	creating	what	we	think	is	a
fine	wine.	The	fruit	of	our	labor,	I	mean	after	all,	“Haven’t	I	earned	the	right	to	a	little	self
indulgence,	these	ungrateful	people	have	been	taking	advantage	of	me	and	my	husband	for
years!”	The	unforeseen	reality	of	the	bitter	effervescence	is	you	are	cultivating,	not	a	fine
wine	but	 sour	 vinegar,	 that	 causes	 the	 face	 to	 pucker	 and	 screw	up	with	 the	 unpleasant
flavor!

I	love	to	study	the	faces	of	the	senior	adults	in	our	church.	You	can	often	tell	the	life	that
they	 have	 lived	 by	 the	 lines	 on	 their	 faces…those	 crow’s	 feet	 and	 smile-lines	 are	 often
earned	by	one	who	had	a	pleasant	outlook	on	life.	I	do	not	ever	want	the	lines	on	my	face
to	 be	 read	 by	 the	 next	 generation	 that	 I	was	 a	 bitter,	 unforgiving	woman	with	 a	 “sour”
face.

By	 the	way,	 there	 is	a	generation	studying	 the	development	of	 the	 lines	on	your	 face.	 If
you	have	your	own	children,	be	very	aware	that	they	are	scrutinizing,	from	a	very	young
age,	whether	you	live	what	you	say	you	believe.	If	you	want	to	send	your	children	away
from	 serving	 our	 Savior	 keep	 sewing	 those	 sour	 grapes,	 just	 remember	God’s	warning,
“Be	not	 deceived,	God	 is	 not	mocked:	 for	whatsoever	 a	man	 soweth,	 that	 shall	he	also
reap.”	Galatians	6:7



The	 definition	 of	 the	 Greek	 word	 for	 “deceived”	 is	 planao	 (plan-ah’-	 o)=	 to	 (properly
cause	to)	roam	(from	safety,	truth,	or	virtue):	-	go	astray,	deceive,	err,	seduce,	wander,	be
out	of	the	way.

Be	very	aware	ladies,	that	we	can	be	seduced	away	from	serving	from	a	pure	heart	simply
by	neglecting	 to	 surrender	 even	 seemingly	 insignificant	 thoughts	 of	 disobedience	 to	 the
obedience	of	Christ.

Spend	some	time	bringing	your	thoughts	into	captivity	to	the	obedience	of	Christ.

“Casting	down	imaginations	and	every	high	thing	that	exalts	itself	against	the	knowledge
of	 God,	 and	 bringing	 into	 captivity	 every	 thought	 to	 the	 obedience	 of	 Christ.”	 (II
Corinthians	10:5)

Please	 remind	 yourself	 that	 taking	 your	 thoughts	 captive	 is	 a	 skill	 to	 be	 developed
throughout	your	life,	not	just	a	one-time	action.	The	battle	is	won	and	lost	in	your	mind,
by	the	power	of	God’s	Holy	Spirit	you	do	not	have	to	be	a	victim	of	your	thoughts,	ladies
we	can	be	“more	than	conquerors	through	him	that	loved	us.”(Romans	8:37)

YOUR	HEART
Week	3:	“Keep	thy	heart	with	all	diligence,	for	out	of	it	are	the	issues	of	life.”(Proverbs
4:23)

Matthew	Henry	Commentary	states:

“We	must	maintain	a	holy	jealousy	of	ourselves,	and	set	a	strict	guard,	accordingly,	upon
all	the	avenues	of	the	soul;	keep	our	hearts	from	doing	hurt	and	getting	hurt,	from	being
defiled	by	sin	and	disturbed	by	trouble;	keep	them	as	our	jewel…	we	must	keep	our	hearts
with	more	 care	 and	 diligence	 than	 we	 keep	 any	 thing	 else…	 because	 out	 of	 it	 are	 the
issues	of	life.	Out	of	a	heart	well	kept	will	flow	living	issues,	good	products,	to	the	glory
of	God	and	the	edification	of	others.”

Most	of	us	have	heard	 this	 scripture	before,	 “Keep	your	heart	with	 all	 diligence…”	but
what	exactly	does	the	scripture	mean	to	“keep	your	heart”?	The	definition	of	“keep”	and
“diligence”	 in	 the	 original	 Hebrew	 text	 express	 the	 idea	 of	 setting	 up	 a	 guard	 as	 a
watchman	over	the	heart.	I	can	picture	a	soldier	posted	at	the	door	of	a	palace,	keeping	all
who	 dwell	 inside	 safe	 from	 any	 enemy	 invasion.	 You	 know,	 like	 those	 guards	 at
Buckingham	Palace	you	always	see	in	the	movies	that	someone	is	trying	to	get	to	laugh	or
respond?	 God	 wants	 us	 to	 be	 just	 as	 serious	 and	 unwavering	 at	 the	 guard	 post	 of	 our
hearts.	“Looking	unto	Jesus	the	author	and	finisher	of	our	faith…”(Hebrews	12:2)

The	original	word	in	the	Greek	for	“looking”	is;

Aphorao	(af-or-ah’-o)	meaning:	to	consider	attentively…ATTENTIVELY!	You	know	how
you’re	 trying	 to	 talk	 to	 your	 teenager	 about	 something	 completely	 essential	 to	 their
development	 as	 a	 well	 adjusted	 human	 being	 and	 they	 are	 looking	 past	 you	 at	 the
television	 commercial	 for	 some	 new	 show	 that’s	 coming	 this	 season?	 How	 absolutely
ridiculous?	They	are	pretending	to	hear	you,	and	yet	you	know	that	you	do	not	have	their
undivided	attention…hmmm	sound	familiar?

I	wonder	 how	often	 our	 heavenly	 father	 is	 in	 the	midst	 of	 teaching	 us	 some	 absolutely
vital	truth	to	equip	us	for	the	next	phase	of	our	ministry,	all	the	while	we	are	looking	right



past	 him	 as	 we	 read	 the	 next	 book	 about	 the	 new	 programs	 we	 want	 to	 implement	 at
church	to	bring	in	more	people	from	the	community.	Focusing	on	the	program	and	not	on
“the	author	and	finisher	of	our	faith…”	is	not	the	formula	for	a	successful	ministry!
We	like	to	think	that	women	in	ministry	have	settled	all	of	the	sinful	distractions	and	laid
them	down	 to	 pursue	Christ.	 I	 can	 remember	 years	 ago	when	God	 started	 to	 probe	my
heart	for	the	areas	I	was	with	holding	from	His	Lordship.	In	my	quiet	times	with	the	Lord
I	 began	 to	 pray	 that	 He	 would	 draw	me	 into	 a	 more	 intimate	 walk	 with	 Him.	 Almost
immediately	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 began	 to	 impress	 upon	my	 heart	 that	 I	 needed	 to	 give	 up
watching	movies	that	contained	graphic	scenes	of	intimacy.	Now,	please	understand,	I	am
not	talking	about	straight	up	pornography,	I	am	talking	about	movies	that	were	romantic
and	while	I	wouldn’t	watch	them	with	my	children	in	the	room,	felt	that	I	could	“handle
the	scenes”.

Here’s	the	funny	part.	As	God	began	to	convict	me,	I	began	to	argue	with	Him.	I	just	knew
He	was	being	kinda’	petty	about	such	a	little	thing	as	my	“entertainment”.	You	know	how
sometimes	it	takes	awhile	for	the	Holy	Spirit	to	get	through,	yet	He	doesn’t	let	up	until	He
has	made	his	point?	You’re	laughing,	huh?	I	know	you’ve	been	there	too.	As	time	went	by
and	 I	 did	 not	 obey	what	 seemed	 to	me	 to	 be	 a	 small	 conviction,	 I	 began	 to	 notice	 that
rather	than	growing	more	intimate	with	the	Father,	it	was	as	though	I	was	walking	less	in
His	presence	than	ever!

Have	you	ever	noticed	that	when	God	exposes	to	you	an	area	of	your	heart	that	He	wants
you	to	surrender,	if	you	refuse,	he	just	kinda’	pulls	back.	Of	course,	He	hasn’t	left	you,	He
promises,	“I	will	never	leave	you,	nor	forsake	you…”	(Hebrews	13:5b),	but	sometimes	it
sure	feels	like	you’re	alone.	I	believe	that	God	does	this	as	we	“grieve	the	Holy	Spirit”	so
that	we	come	to	a	place	of	surrender	as	we	begin	to	crave	the	intimacy	that	we	once	had.
“Grieve	not	the	Holy	Spirit	of	God,	whereby	ye	are	sealed	unto	the	day	of	redemption.”
(Ephesians	4:30)

When	 I	 finally	 surrendered,	 I	 had	 to	 laugh	 at	myself.	 I	 had	 longed	 for	 a	more	 intimate
walk	with	God	and	yet	when	I	counted	the	cost,	my	entertainment,	I	said,	“no	thank	you.”
How	good	it	is	of	God	to	keep	pressing	in	on	my	heart	until	I	surrender	to	the	good	things
that	He	has	planned	for	my	life.	He	was	the	one	who	created	in	my	heart	the	desire	to	walk
more	 intimately	with	Him,	 and	 then	 showed	me	 the	 sin	 that	was	 keeping	me	 from	 that
intimacy!	I	have	to	chuckle!	He	is	so	gentle	and	charming	as	He	woos	me	to	Himself!	Of
course,	over	the	years	of	ministry	He	has	always	been	faithful	to	meet	with	me	and	show
me	yet	again	an	area	of	my	heart	that	I	need	to	surrender	to	His	Lordship.

How	 about	 you	my	 sister?	 Is	 there	 an	 area	 of	 your	 heart	 that	 God	 has	 asked	 for	 your
obedience?	Something	 that	you	have	chosen	 to	 ignore	 that	 is	keeping	you	from	walking
more	 intimately	with	 our	Savior?	 I	 can	honestly	 say	 that	 every	 time	 that	God	 takes	me
through	this	process	of	conviction	and	surrender	I	am	always	delighted	by	the	“joy	of	my
salvation”	that	floods	my	soul!	The	“issues	of	life”	will	flow	from	the	heart.	Whether	the
heart	is	healthy	and	obedient	to	the	Lord	will	determine	what	flows	from	it.	I	can	assure
you	that	your	ministry’s	health	will	depend	upon	what	is	flowing	from	your	heart.

“Restore	unto	me	 the	 joy	of	 thy	salvation,	and	uphold	me	with	 they	 free	spirit.”	 (Psalm
51:12)



In	the	original	Hebrew	text,	the	word	“restore”	is	defined	as	follows:

Restore	=	 shûb	 shoob…to	 pull	 in	 again,	 recall,	 recover,	 refresh,	 relieve,	 repent,	 rescue,
cause	to	make	to	return…to	bring	back	home	again.

I	love	the	implication	of	this	definition!	I	am	most	at	home	when,	as	His	obedient	child,	I
am	filled	with	 the	 joy	of	His	salvation.	When	I	wonder	 in	disobedience,	as	 the	Psalmist
prayed,	 I	can	ask	God	 to	bring	me	back	home	again	by	 rescuing	me	and	causing	me	 to
return	through	repentance!	Pretty	cool,	huh?

One	last	scripture,	if	you	have	not	committed	it	to	memory	I	suggest	that	you	do	so	that
you	can	always	pray	these	words:

“Let	the	words	of	my	mouth,	and	the	meditation	of	my	heart,	be	acceptable	in	thy	sight,	O
Lord,	my	strength	and	my	redeemer.”	Psalm	19:14

YOUR	HEART
Week	4:	“And	thou	shalt	love	the	Lord	thy	God	with	all	thine	heart,	with	all	thy	soul,	with
all	thy	might	and	with	all	thy	strength.”	Mark	12:30

Most	 of	 us	 have	 this	 scripture	memorized.	 God	 just	 flat	 out	 wants	 us	 to	 love	 Him.	 In
placing	this	verse	in	its	context	we	find	one	of	the	scribes,	who	was	in	“cahoots”	with	the
chief	priests	and	elders	trying	to	“stump”	Jesus	in	front	of	all	of	the	crowds	of	people.	This
confrontation	follows	Jesus	riding	into	the	city	on	a	colt	for	the	“triumphal	entry”.	(Mark
chapter	11)	At	this	point,	there	was	quite	a	mass	of	people	following	Jesus.	The	religious
leaders	were	 feeling	 quite	 threatened,	 not	 only	 by	 the	 enormous	 popularity	 of	 this	man
who	questioned	 their	very	way	of	existence,	 they	were	also	concerned	 that	 if	Rome	got
wind	of	this	“uprising”	it	would	threaten	their	standing	with	the	Roman	Empire	and	they
would	be	in	danger	of	losing	the	power	with	which	Rome	had	entrusted	them.

How	interesting,	they	were	trying	to	keep	hold	a	position	that	was	granted	to	them	by	their
God,	now	maintained	by	their	efforts	in	the	flesh.	Does	this	ring	a	bell?	These	men	were
“in	the	ministry”	as	it	were.

Supposedly	“serving	God”,	and	yet	they	were	driven	by	their	own	fears,	using	their	own
manipulations	 to	 “maintain”	 their	 position	 that	had	 somehow	become	political,	 arrogant
and	deceptive.

What	a	terrible	testimony,	how	often	people	enter	the	ministry	with	the	right	motives,	yet,
as	 the	 ministry	 takes	 on	 what	 would	 seem	 an	 element	 of	 “success”	 the	 temptation	 to
“worship”	the	ministry	and	its	success	insidiously	becomes	the	focus,	rather	than	the	love
for	the	God	who	called	us.

Unfortunately,	 success	 in	 our	 culture	 looks	more	 like	 a	 corporation,	 running	 in	 the	 red,
buildings	that	are	the	shining	demonstration	of	achievement	to	all	who	look	on.	Sadly,	the
small	churches	are	often	looked	upon	as	less	than	victorious	because	they	have	not	fallen
in	line	with	the	cultural	definition	of	accomplished	ministry.

When	Jesus,	the	very	King	of	Kings,	knelt	down	to	wash	the	filthy	feet	of	his	disciples,	his
act	 of	 service	 spoke	 volumes	 against	 the	 cultural	 view	 of	 successful	 leadership.	 In
corporate	America,	where	the	Pastor	is	often	viewed	much	like	the	CEO	of	a	corporation,
and	our	business	meetings	conducted	more	like	a	boardroom	with	stockholders	making	the



decisions,	the	“foot-washing”	servant	seems	to	be	left	to	the	less	than	educated	woman	in
the	kitchen	who	is	making	the	coffee	and	providing	the	snacks.
I	know	many	of	you	cannot	even	begin	to	identify	with	the	“CEO”	analogy,	because	you
and	 your	 husband	 seem	 to	 be	 the	 only	 ones	 doing	 anything	 in	 your	 church.	Maybe	 he
mows	 the	 lawn	and	you	 clean	 the	 sanctuary,	 in	between	your	visits	 to	 the	hospital,	 late
night	counseling	sessions	with,	yet	again	another	married	couple	 that	 is	on	 the	verge	of
divorce.	How	nice	it	would	be	to	have	someone	even	attend	a	business	meeting…	Am	I
talking	to	you?

Whether	your	ministry	is	characterized	by	a	large	healthy	congregation,	or	a	small	group
of	 fellow-servants	 or	 any	 of	 the	many	 different	 characteristics	 that	ministry	 can	 reflect,
there	 is	 always	 the	 great	 danger	 of	 losing	 sight	 of	 the	 One	 to	 whom	we	minister.	 The
people,	the	community,	will	be	blessed	by	our	service	to	the	very	God	of	gods.	The	very
ministry	that	you	received	from	the	Lord	requires	a	resolve	to	maintain	the	proper	mind-
set	and	focus.	There	is	a	need	to	evaluate	the	ministry	that	you	have	received.	Paul	asks
the	brothers	in	Colossi	to	remind	Achrippus	to	“take	heed	to	the	ministry	which	thou	hast
received	in	the	Lord,	that	thou	fulfill	it.”	(Colossians	4:17)

“Take	heed”	=	blep’-o	a	primary	verb;	to	look	at,	behold,	beware…

Matthew	Henry’s	Commentary:

XI.	Concerning	Archippus,	who	was	one	of	their	ministers	at	Colosse.	They	are	bidden	to
admonish	him	 to	mind	his	work	as	a	minister,	 to	 take	heed	 to	 it,	and	 to	 fulfill	 it	 -	 to	be
diligent	and	careful	of	all	 the	parts	of	 it,	and	 to	persevere	 in	 it	unto	 the	end.	They	must
attend	 to	 the	main	 design	 of	 their	ministry,	without	 troubling	 themselves	 or	 the	 people
with	things	foreign	to	it,	or	of	less	moment.	Observe,	(1.)	The	ministry	we	have	received
is	a	great	honor;	for	 it	 is	received	in	the	Lord,	and	is	by	his	appointment	and	command.
(2.)	Those	who	have	received	it	must	fulfill	it,	or	do	the	full	duty	of	it.	Those	betray	their
trust,	and	will	have	a	sad	account	at	last,	who	do	this	work	of	the	Lord	negligently.	(3.)	The
people	 may	 put	 their	 ministers	 in	 mind	 of	 their	 duty,	 and	 excite	 them	 to	 it:	 Say	 to
Archippus,	Take	heed	to	the	ministry,	though	no	doubt	with	decency	and	respect,	not	from
pride	and	conceit.

“Take	heed”	implies	that	we	as	ministers	of	the	Lord	cannot	afford	the	“luxury”	of	living
haphazardly.	Your	calling	is	sure;	it	is	from	the	Lord	and	should	be	considered	solemnly.
We	 are	 not	 to	 look	 on	 to	 others’	 ministries	 and	 try	 to	 imitate	 them	 to	 gain	 the	 same
“success”.	There	is	a	very	real	danger	to	covet	the	same	success	for	our	ministries.	All	too
often	we	will	be	motivated	by	covetousness	to	take	our	eyes	off	of	the	one	who	called	us
and	 begin	 to	 study	 the	 ministry	 we	 wish	 to	 imitate.	 Or	 ladies,	 we	 begin	 pushing	 our
husbands	to	“model”	his	ministry	after	one	we	have	seen	be	successful.	We	can,	without
putting	it	into	those	exact	words,	push	our	husbands	to	be	“successful”	to	please	us.

Girls,	 all	 I	 can	say	 is	 that	we	are	a	very	powerful	 influence	upon	our	husbands.	Do	not
take	this	influence	lightly.	It	is	very	important	that	you	evaluate	your	own	motives	so	that
you	do	not	cause	your	husband	to	stumble	in	his	ministry	by	your	manipulations.	If	you
are	married	 to	a	man	who	seeks	 the	Lord	daily,	keeps	his	heart	pure,	and	walks	humbly
before	his	God	he	is	successful,	no	matter	what	his	ministry	looks	like.	“Incline	my	heart
unto	thy	testimonies,	and	not	to	covetousness.”	(Psalm	119:36)	It	is	easy	to	convince	our



selves	that	our	motives	are	right	by	wanting	to	“do	everything	perfectly”	for	the	Lord.	He
is	far	more	interested	in	our	right	motives	than	in	our	“success”.

“The	sacrifices	of	God	are	a	broken	spirit.	A	broken	and	a	contrite	heart,	O	God,	thou	wilt
not	despise.	Do	good	 in	 thy	good	pleasure	unto	Zion:	build	 thou	 the	wall	of	Jerusalem.
Then	 shalt	 thou	be	pleased	with	 the	 sacrifices	of	 righteousness,	with	burnt	offering	and
whole	burnt	offering;	then	shall	they	offer	bullocks	upon	thine	altar.	(Psalm	51:17	–	19)	I
get	the	impression	from	King	David	that	he	finally	understood	that	God	was	not	watching
for	David	to	perform	the	“duties”	of	a	godly	king,	but	that	the	only	way	to	properly	lead
God’s	people	is	from	a	place	of	brokenness	and	surrender.	No	more	pretense	or	hypocrisy,
simply	transparent,	vulnerable,	brokenness	before	the	Lord.

How	is	 it	with	you	my	sweet	sister?	Did	 the	Holy	Spirit	whisper	anything	 to	your	heart
this	 week?	 He	 has	 mine.	 Take	 some	 time	 and	 ask	 the	 Lord	 to	 give	 you	 a	 very	 real
perspective	of	your	motivation	 for	ministry.	Ask	God	 to	break	your	heart	over	anything
that	is	keeping	you	from	being	his	humble	servant.	If	you	feel	led,	write	down	some	areas
and	 ask	 God	 to	 remind	 you	 to	 “incline	 your	 heart	 to	 His	 testimonies	 and	 not	 to
covetousness.”	Lay	down	the	“duty”	of	ministry	and	pick	up	the	heart	that	loves	the	Lord
your	God	with	all	your	heart,	soul,	mind	and	strength.	Refreshing,	isn’t	it?

__________________________________
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