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Introduction
Cartoons function to provide a lighter side to the news and a whimsical look at life. Editorial art has a long history as both entertainment
and opinion delivered with humor. It also serves a purpose.
The late political satirist Molly Ivins, known for her reporting skills and
Texas-sized sense of humor, once told a group of editorial cartoonists
that their art should speak for those without political or financial power.
When money and influence come to town, humor is often the only way
to take a poke at the high and mighty.
Public figures get lampooned, caricatured and satirized. It goes with
the territory. Even the pope has to put up with it. Pope Francis seems
to have anticipated the humor inherent in being pope, and he has gotten out ahead of the media by challenging conventional ideas, protocols and pomposity. He has gotten our attention and, in doing so,
advanced some deeper ideas about the church’s role in the world.
When the pope makes us smile with his humble ways, surprising gestures and statements, the church suddenly turns a different face to a
troubled world and, though problems remain, we lighten up, feel more
hopeful.
In the same spirit, a cartoon strip called “Francis,” which now runs
in NCR and appears regularly on its website, reminds us to smile at
our often hilarious church, which turns out to be us, all of us, from redhatted cardinals to tennis-shoed activists.
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Humor is both healthy and necessary when the news seems overwhelming. Outside the Lines is a collection of artwork that has appeared
in NCR over the past decade, with
a sample of more recent cartoons
about the pope.
This little book is our way of saying thank you to faithful readers who
have stayed with us through some
grim times in the church and to new
readers who ought to know that
NCR is not just dissent and diatribe,
but a broad, intelligent, nuanced attempt at presenting the church in the
world in all its dimensions, including
things that make us smile and even
laugh out loud.
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Will Pope Francis be a tinkerer or an overhauler?
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You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample
Enjoyed the preview?
Buy: http://www.ebooks2go.com

