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Early	Reactions
“May	the	church	be	the	place	of	God’s	mercy	and	love,	where	everyone	can	feel

themselves	welcomed,	loved,	forgiven	and	encouraged	to	live	according	to	the	good
life	of	the	Gospel.	And	in	order	to	make	others	feel	welcomed,	loved,	forgiven	and

encouraged,	the	church	must	have	open	doors	so	that	all	might	enter.	And	we	must	go
out	of	those	doors	and	proclaim	the	Gospel.”

—Pope	Francis	continuing	a	series	of	meditations	on	the	church	June	12



The	world	watches	the	elevation	of	Pope	Francis

By	Pat	Perriello

[This	article	appeared	on	the	National	Catholic	Reporter’s	website	on	Mar.	18,	2013.]

Argentina	Cardinal	Jorge	Mario	Bergoglio	bows	from	a	balcony	to	the	tens	of	thousands	gathered	below	after	he
was	elected	the	new	Pontiff,	13	March	2013	at	the	Vatican.	(Newscom/EPA/Radek	Pietruszka)

The	world	is	watching	every	move	Pope	Francis	makes.	All	are	united	in	hoping	for	and
praying	for	a	successful	new	beginning	for	Francis	and	the	church	of	Rome.	Progressive
and	conservative	Catholics	alike	are	searching	for	signs	of	renewal	from	our	new	pope.
There	appears	to	be	common	ground	on	many	issues	at	this	time	among	the	most
conservative	and	the	most	liberal	of	Catholics.

Prior	to	the	opening	of	the	recent	conclave,	I	suggested	a	number	of	qualities	that	would
be	desirable	in	a	new	pope.	I	said	we	needed	a	holy	man	of	prayer.	He	needed	to
exemplify	Gospel	values	and	a	preference	for	the	poor.	He	also	needed	experience	beyond
the	Vatican	and	a	pastoral	instinct.	It	is	encouraging,	I	believe,	that	at	first	sight,	Francis
seems	to	embody	these	qualities,	and	I	believe	it	is	fair	to	say	both	conservatives	and
liberals	find	these	to	be	important	and	attractive	values.

The	first	days	of	Pope	Francis	have	given	us	tantalizing	tidbits	of	anecdotes	that	whet	our
appetite	for	more.	He	took	the	bus	back	to	the	hotel	with	his	fellow	cardinals	rather	than
going	in	an	available	limousine.	He	packed	his	own	bags	and	paid	his	own	hotel	bill.	We
know	of	the	stories	of	his	refusal	to	live	in	the	bishops'	residence	in	Buenos	Aires,
Argentina,	as	cardinal,	and	how	he	cooked	his	own	meals	and	used	public	transportation.
The	very	choice	of	Francis	for	the	papal	name	illustrates	a	devotion	to	the	poor	and	social
justice.	Again,	these	are	actions	all	Catholics	find	appealing.

There	are,	of	course,	countervailing	points	of	view,	and	there	are	articles	regarding	his
response—or	lack	thereof—to	the	so-called	“Dirty	War”	in	Argentina.	Yet	there	will	be
time	enough	to	criticize	this	new	pope.	For	now,	who	cannot	wish	that	the	Holy	Spirit	will
bring	us	together	under	this	first	Latin	American	pope	to	take	the	journey	Francis	himself
spoke	of	in	his	first	remarks	to	the	people	in	St.	Peter's	Square?



The	danger	now	is	for	unrealistic	expectations.	Hopefully	in	the	time	he	has	with	us,	Pope
Francis	can	firmly	address	the	sex	abuse	scandal	and	make	meaningful	reforms	in	the
Curia	and	the	governance	of	the	church.	If	he	can	introduce	a	new	tone	in	the	relation	of
the	church	to	its	people	that	manifests	greater	compassion,	understanding	and	care,	then
we	can	all	be	grateful	for	the	elevation	of	Pope	Francis.

In	addition,	it	just	may	be	that	if	Pope	Francis	can	accomplish	all	these	things,	he	may	set
the	stage	for	a	successor	who	might	actually	consider	such	cherished	liberal	agenda	items
as	married	priests,	a	female	clergy,	greater	autonomy	among	regional	conferences,	and	a
greater	role	for	the	laity	in	the	future	direction	of	the	church.	As	far	as	doctrinal	changes
are	concerned,	the	most	important	is	the	recognition	that	when	it	comes	to	moral
decisions,	it	is	the	primacy	of	conscience	that	must	prevail.	The	truth	is,	this	is	already
church	teaching	as	enunciated	in	the	Second	Vatican	Council's	decree	on	religious	liberty.



Spanish-speaking	pope	an	inspiring	look	at	things	to	come

By	April	Gutierrez

[This	article	appeared	on	the	National	Catholic	Reporter’s	website	on	Mar.	21,	2013.]

Argentinians	in	Buenos	Aires	watch	a	live	broadcast	of	the	March	19	inaugural	Mass	of	Pope	Francis
(Newscom/Polaris/Axel	Indik)

A	few	years	back,	my	husband	and	I	hosted	a	party	with	our	friends	in	our	loft	in
downtown	Los	Angeles.	One	friend	asked,	“What	might	be	the	next	language	of	high
culture?	French	was	once	the	international	language	of	diplomacy;	English	is	now	the
language	of	commerce.	What	will	be	the	next	language	the	entire	civilized	world	'must'
learn?”

My	husband	replied,	“Spanish,	for	sure.”	Not	a	surprising	choice	for	a	Latin	jazz
musician,	but	he	explained	his	assertion	with	a	number	of	valid	points	that	were	met	with
a	scoff	and,	ultimately,	dismissal.

Many	are	calling	Pope	Francis	“the	pope	for	the	poor,”	and	I	experience	great	power	in	a
pope	raised	in	the	Latin	American	church.	Hope	is	found	in	knowing	the	pope	prays	in
Spanish,	a	language	currently	and	historically	ridiculed	and	eliminated	in	schools	across
the	United	States	(a	country	with	no	official	language)	primarily	because	of	its	association
with	the	poor.	Spanish,	a	language	that	has	not	been	taught	to	children	of	my	generation
because	of	the	pain	experienced	by	my	elders	who	suffered	taunting	for	having	an	accent
or	even	physical	abuse	for	speaking	Spanish.	Hearing	the	pope	speak	empowers	and
brings	hope.

My	first	trip	to	El	Salvador	was	incredibly	impactful,	as	it	is	for	most	who	go	on	an
alternative	break	trip	during	college.	But	the	most	impactful	facet	was	having	the	first
experience	of	being	surrounded	by	people	who	looked	more	similar	to	me	than	ever
before.	In	high	school,	I	have	memories	of	directors	telling	me	I	was	chosen	for	a	part
because	of	how	exotic	I	look,	or	comments	on	my	big	curly	hair.	El	Salvador	gave	me	a
sense	of	sameness	as	well	as	an	additional	window	into	the	complexity	and	diversity	of
those	who	identify	as	Latino/a.



Recently,	I	was	in	a	pastoral	care	meeting	with	a	theology	graduate	student	and	offered	a
prayer	resource	in	English.	She	replied,	“Thank	you,	this	looks	lovely,	but	I	pray	in
Spanish.”	We	all	have	a	prayer	language,	and	for	many,	there	is	a	language	for	study	and
there	is	a	language	for	prayer.	Our	prayer	language	speaks	our	deepest	desires	and	pain;	it
is	the	whispering	voice	of	our	mother	and	the	language	of	our	first	Communion.	Knowing
that	the	prayer	language	of	the	pope	might	include	a	devotion	to	Our	Lady	of	Guadalupe
offers	grace.

When	I	was	in	graduate	school	studying	with	James	Nickoloff	and	Gustavo	Gutierrez,
they	required	anyone	who	spoke	Spanish	to	read	our	texts	in	Spanish.	They	also	required
all	in	the	class	to	learn	keywords	in	Spanish	to	illustrate	Spanish	as	a	language	of	study	as
well	as	conversation.	For	some	of	us,	there	is	hope	in	a	Pope	who	prays	in	Spanish;	for
others	of	us,	there	might	be	challenge	to	hear	Spanish	as	a	language	of	high	culture	and
study.

In	some	of	the	photos	I	have	seen	of	Pope	Francis,	I	have	been	able	to	see	Archbishop
Oscar	Romero's	image,	and	I	wonder	what	a	conversation	between	the	two	might	look
like.	Archbishop	Romero	and	Pope	Francis	are	two	Spanish-speaking	intellectuals	and
men	of	great	faith	who	are	known	for	their	commitment	to	the	poor	through	listening	and
accompaniment.	Romero's	leadership	gave	voice	to	the	people,	which	transformed	his
nation	and	the	church	in	unforeseeable	ways.

Might	Pope	Francis'	fidelity	to	God	and	the	poor	bring	transformation,	turning	the	power
pyramid	completely	upside-down	as	Romero	did?	Romero	was	expected	to	stay	at	the	top
with	authority	and	influence	solely	his,	letting	his	grace	and	charity	trickle	down.	What	he
did	was	walk	with	people,	elevating	the	poor	to	a	place	of	empowerment,	placing	himself
at	the	bottom	of	the	pyramid	as	a	servant.	There	is	a	lot	of	hope	in	Pope	Francis,	including
his	choices	in	dress	and	transportation	and	his	meeting	with	non-Catholic	leaders	in	his
first	days	as	pope.	Are	these	symbols	of	a	man	committed	to	the	poor,	or	is	he	preparing	us
for	something	greater	to	come?

Many	see	Pope	Francis	as	a	sign	of	unity:	how	quickly	the	decision	was	made,	the	Jesuit's
choice	of	a	Franciscan	name,	his	commitment	to	ecumenism,	his	ability	to	excite	Catholics
across	conservative	and	liberal	divides.	Might	Pope	Francis	have	the	ability	to	unify	our
church	and	Christians	across	many	denominations	to	truly	share	something	that	is	Good
News?



Election	raises	alarm	for	some	Latin	Mass	fans

By	Brian	Roewe

[This	article	appeared	in	the	March	29-April	11,	2013,	edition	of	the	National	Catholic
Reporter.	It	appeared	on	the	NCR	website	on	March	25,	2013.]

The	simplicity	dotting	the	first	days	of	Pope	Francis'	tenure	gave	many	Catholics	seeking
a	more	humble	church	reason	for	optimism.	For	others,	they	represented	cause	for
concern,	specifically	among	those	who	celebrate	the	traditional	Latin	Mass.

Francis'	decision	to	omit	the	papal	mozzetta,	or	cape,	from	his	clerical	attire	as	he	first
appeared	to	the	crowd	in	St.	Peter's	Square	launched	a	frenzy	of	worry	for	the	fate	of	the
Latin	Mass	among	forums	and	comment	sections	of	conservative	Catholic	blogs	and
websites:

“This	is	one	of	the	worst	possible	men	to	be	elected	pope	if	you	are	a	trad[itionalist].	This
is	totally	depressing!	Last	one	out	of	the	Church	please	turn	off	the	lava	lamp.”

“Abito	piano?	No	mozzetta[?]	Not	even	John	Paul	II	appeared	for	his	first	Urbi	et	Orbi
without	proper	dress.”

“He	referred	to	himself	several	times	as	the	mere	'Bishop	of	Rome.'	He	only	put	the	stole
on	for	the	blessing,	and	took	it	off	afterward.	I'm	stunned.”

“I'm	just	sick	over	this.	Traditionalists	have	nowhere	to	go.	I	really	fear	for	the	health	of
the	Catholic	Church.”

These	comments	and	others	flooded	an	initial	post	March	13	announcing	Francis	as	pope
at	the	traditionalist	blog	Rorate-Caeli.	Its	authors	held	similar	apprehensions,	and	later	that
evening	posted	the	opinions	of	a	journalist	in	Buenos	Aires,	Argentina,	sharing	their
alarm.

“Of	all	the	unthinkable	candidates,	Jorge	Mario	Bergoglio	is	perhaps	the	worst.	Not
because	he	openly	professes	doctrines	against	the	faith	and	morals,	but	because,	judging
from	his	work	as	Archbishop	of	Buenos	Aires,	faith	and	morals	seem	to	have	been
irrelevant	to	him,”	said	Marcelo	González,	calling	Francis	“a	sworn	enemy	of	the
Traditional	Mass,”	while	rebuking	his	interreligious	relations,	lack	of	curial	experience
and	his	perceived	soft	stances	on	abortion	and	gay	marriage.

But	Rorate-Caeli	wasn't	the	only	site	fearing	the	traditional	liturgy's	future.

Michael	Brendan	Dougherty,	a	national	correspondent	for	The	American	Conservative,
alleged	March	13	at	Slate.com	that	Francis	had	blocked	adoption	of	Summorum
Pontificum	(Pope	Benedict	XVI's	2007	apostolic	letter	regarding	use	of	1962	form	of	the
Latin	Mass)	in	the	Buenos	Aires	archdiocese	and	had	not	implemented	the	new	missal
translations.

The	heightened	scrutiny	of	Francis'	liturgical	style	is	a	product	of	too	much	focus	placed
on	the	pope	in	recent	years,	said	Adam	DeVille,	an	associate	professor	of	theology	at	the
University	of	St.	Francis	in	Fort	Wayne,	Ind.

“Yes,	he's	the	bishop	of	Rome,	yes,	he's	got	a	special	place	in	the	church	…	but	people
need	to	wean	themselves	off	looking	to	him	constantly	and	assuming	that	everything	he



does	we	have	to	do,	and	everything	he	doesn't	do,	we	can't	do,”	DeVille	told	NCR.

Some	sites	sought	to	temper	the	heated	response,	including	the	Catholic	Answers	forum,
which	posted	rules	for	users	when	talking	about	the	new	pope.	Among	them:	“[No]
bashing	the	Holy	Father”	or	“speaking	about	his	papacy	in	a	negative	way,	without	giving
the	man	a	chance.”

Others	followed	suit	in	policing	comments,	including	the	traditionalist	blog	“What	Does
the	Prayer	Really	Say?”

“I	ask	for	respect	and	decorum	when	concerns	or	disagreements	are	expressed.	If	it	turns
out	that	our	new	Pope	starts	us	down	a	path	you	or	I	don't	like,	then	we	will	discuss	those
matters	as	they	come	along.	But	…	how	long	has	he	been	Pope?”	the	author	Fr.	John
Zuhlsdorf	wrote	March	14.

A	poll	on	the	site	soliciting	readers'	first	impressions	of	Francis	(on	a	1-10	scale)	showed
that,	as	of	March	18,	more	than	half	of	respondents	approve	of	their	new	pope,	rating	him
an	8	or	above.

Fellow	Catholic	blogger	Taylor	Marshall	at	“Canterbury	Tales”	expressed	embarrassment
with	the	vitriolic	response	among	traditionalists	and	urged	them	to	“take	a	deep	breath!”
and	give	Francis	time	and	prayers.

“If	you're	really	worried,	don't	log	on	to	a	blog	combox.	Fast	on	bread	and	water,	pray	the
Rosary	more,	go	to	confession	more	regularly,	give	alms	to	the	poor,”	Marshall
recommended,	adding,	“It's	really	not	our	place	to	sift	through	what	might	be	the	future
errors	of	a	Pope	that	we	don't	yet	know.”

At	Patheos.com,	Fr.	Dwight	Longenecker,	an	Anglican	priest-turned-Catholic,	also
encouraged	perspective.	Francis'	own	preferences	for	a	simpler	Mass	likely	reflects	more
informal	worship	common	in	Argentina	and	the	region,	he	said,	not	a	desire	to	eliminate
the	Latin	Mass.

DeVille	agreed,	telling	NCR	he	did	not	interpret	Francis'	style	as	a	signal	he	intended	to
reverse	Summorum	Pontificum,	or	make	other	dramatic	liturgical	changes.

“I	strongly	suspect	his	approach	is	live	and	let	live.	If	people	want	to	do	Latin	and	lace,
great,	go	for	it.	People	don't,	they	want	to	do	something	else,	that's	great,	too.	He	does	not
strike	me	as	a	person	who	wants	to	micromanage	everybody's	life,”	he	said.

http://Patheos.com


Pope	Francis'	treatment	of	non-Catholics	almost	unbelievable

By	Maureen	Fiedler

[This	article	appeared	on	the	National	Catholic	Reporter’s	website	on	Mar.	18,	2013]

On	Saturday	evening,	I	had	dinner	with	my	neighbors,	and	we	were	discussing	(what
else?)	the	election	of	Pope	Francis	and	what	it	might	mean	for	the	church	and	the	world.
My	neighbor	Ed	is	agnostic,	though	I	usually	describe	him	as	“an	agnostic	who	practices
Christian	values	better	than	most	Christians.”

In	any	event,	I	shared	with	him	and	his	wife,	Martha	(who	is	Episcopalian),	what	Pope
Francis	said	at	the	end	of	his	first	press	briefing,	at	which	thousands	of	journalists	from
around	the	world	had	gathered	to	take	the	measure	of	this	man.	Those	journalists	got	an
earful,	and	not	just	about	the	name	Francis.

“Not	everyone	present	belongs	to	the	Catholic	faith	and	others	do	not	believe,”	the	pope
said	at	the	end	of	the	press	briefing.

“I	respect	the	conscience	of	each	one	of	you,”	he	continued,	“knowing	that	each	one	of
you	is	a	child	of	God.	May	God	bless	you.”	And	so,	out	of	such	respect,	the	new	pope
concluded	the	audience	with	the	journalists	by	offering	his	apostolic	blessing—in	silence,
from	his	heart.

When	I	shared	this	story	with	my	friends,	they	were	awed	and	thrilled.	The	fact	that	a
pope	could	have—and	express	publicly—respect	for	the	consciences	of	nonbelievers	(and
different	believers)	was	so	unexpected	and	unusual	that	they	could	scarcely	believe	it.
Now	that's	a	way	to	win	friends	and	influence	people.

Let	us	hope	he	respects	in	a	similar	way	the	consciences	of	believers,	including	Catholic
theologians,	church	reformers	and—oh,	yes—American	nuns.



Will	the	new	Francis	be	a	'rebuilder'	for	the	Catholic	church?

By	Richard	Gaillardetz

[This	article	appeared	in	the	March	29-April	11,	2013,	edition	of	the	National	Catholic
Reporter.	It	appeared	on	the	NCR	website	on	March	15,	2013.]

A	man	reads	a	newspaper	with	the	news	of	the	election	of	Argentinian	Jose	Mario	Bergoglio	as	the	new	Catholic
Pope	under	a	sculpture	of	Francis	of	Assisi	in	Bogota,	Colombia,	14	March	2013.	(Newscom/EPA/Leonardo
Muñoz)

The	only	question	about	the	election	of	our	new	pope	is	which	is	the	greatest	surprise:	that
he	is	a	Jesuit,	that	he	is	Latin	American,	or	that	he	is	76?	I	am	not	sure	what	significance
to	make	of	the	election	of	the	first	Jesuit,	but	I	do	suspect	the	latter	two	surprises	are
linked.

The	conclave	made	a	bold	decision	in	electing	the	first	Latin	American	pope	in	history.
Electing	a	proven	doctrinal	conservative	who	was	relatively	advanced	in	age	may	have
been	a	way	of	hedging	bets	against	the	possibility	of	a	long	pontificate	that	would	depart
too	much	from	the	last	two	pontificates.

There	is	one	initial	sign	of	papal	continuity	that	is	worth	mentioning.	Over	the	last	three
weeks,	much	has	been	made	of	Pope	Benedict	XVI's	decision	to	resign.	Many,	including
me,	praised	the	move	as	an	important	step	toward	the	demystification	of	the	papacy	and	a
reminder	that	a	pope	is	only	pope	by	virtue	of	office	and	should	be	able	to	resign	just	as
any	bishop	can.	That	is	why	many	of	us	were	disappointed	when	the	announcement	was
made	that	Benedict	would	keep	his	papal	name	and	would	carry	the	title	“pope	emeritus.”

Yet	here	was	Pope	Francis,	in	his	opening	words,	never	once	using	the	title	“pope”	but
referring	to	himself	as	“bishop	of	Rome”	and	speaking	fondly	of	the	local	church	of
Rome.	There	was	also	a	very	interesting	statement	about	his	need	to	“say	a	prayer	for	our
Bishop	Emeritus	Benedict	XVI.”	Was	Pope	Francis	making	it	clear,	in	spite	of	the



announced	protocol,	that	there	can	be	only	one	pope?

Benedict	was	making	a	clear	statement	about	the	orientation	of	his	papacy	when	he	took
the	name	of	St.	Benedict	of	Nursia.	One	can	hope	the	same	is	true	of	our	new	pope,	who
chose	his	name	to	invoke	not	the	Jesuit	missionary	St.	Francis	Xavier,	but	St.	Francis	of
Assisi.	Born	into	a	medieval	church	rife	with	ecclesiastical	corruption,	that	13th-century
Francis	quite	consciously	rejected	the	allure	of	clerical	privilege	and	instigated	sweeping
church	reform	using	the	potent	instruments	of	evangelical	poverty	and	a	spirit	of	humble
discipleship.

Was	Pope	Francis	signaling	his	own	conviction	that,	in	a	church	racked	by	financial
scandals,	ecclesiastical	cronyism	and	clerical	privilege,	the	reformist	spirit	of	St.	Francis
of	Assisi	was	required?	One	finds	some	support	for	this	hope	in	a	speech	that	then-
Cardinal	Jorge	Mario	Bergoglio	gave	in	the	fall	in	which	he	denounced	“a	rigorous	and
hypocritical	neoclericalism”	and	a	“pharisaical	Gnosticism”	found	in	too	many	priests
who	would	withhold	the	sacraments	from	the	morally	fallen	in	order	to	preserve	their	own
supremacy.

In	the	weeks	and	months	ahead,	the	Catholic	church's	new	pastor	will	have	to	develop	an
agenda	for	his	papacy.	Like	his	predecessor,	at	the	age	of	76	he	will	be	aware	that	the
years	given	to	him	may	be	limited.	He	was	chosen,	I	believe,	because	many	of	the	cardinal
electors	saw	him	as	well-suited	to	undertake	the	transformation	of	church	governance	and
curial	reform	they	called	for	in	their	many	pre-conclave	meetings.	Whether	Francis	is	in
fact	the	man	for	the	job	remains	to	be	seen.	What	we	can	say	is	the	need	for	such	reform	is
real	and	urgent.

Many	of	the	cardinal	electors,	and	not	a	few	ordinary	Catholics,	have	been	dismayed	by
the	public	scandal	caused	by	the	Vatileaks	fiasco,	concerns	about	the	Vatican	bank's
possible	complicity	in	money	laundering,	and	the	tawdry	revelations	of	cronyism	and
careerism	that	have	been	unearthed.	This	has	led	to	calls	from	across	the	ideological
spectrum	for	a	more	transparent	and	efficient	Curia,	one	with	fewer	turf	wars	and	silos.
They	called	for	greater	communication	among	dicasteries	and	between	dicasteries	and
bishops.	Worthwhile	goals,	to	be	sure,	but	they	simply	do	not	go	to	the	heart	of	what	ails
our	church's	leadership.

Real	reform	can't	mean	simply	making	sure	“the	trains	run	on	time.”	One	of	the	lessons	to
be	learned	from	Benedict's	retirement	is	that	the	papacy,	in	its	present	form,	places	an
impossible	burden	on	one	locus	of	authority	(the	pope	and	his	Curia)	and	is	fundamentally
unworkable.	In	spite	of	the	hopes	of	the	Second	Vatican	Council,	what	we	have	in	the
Roman	Catholic	church	today	is	an	institution	with	an	unprecedented	centralization	of
authority	in	the	papacy.	Yet	the	dominant	globalizing	impulses	of	our	time	suggest	instead
the	need	for	a	much	more	diffuse	and	distributed	exercise	of	authority.

For	Catholics,	the	Petrine	ministry	is	vital	to	the	life	of	the	church,	but	fundamental
changes	are	necessary.	The	last	two	popes	made	their	greatest	impact	on	the	church	and
the	world	not	by	their	juridical,	disciplinary	actions,	but	through	public	suasion	in	their
preaching	and	teaching.	Yet	that	focus	led	to	their	neglect	of	the	unwieldy	Vatican
bureaucracy,	with	horrible	consequences.	Only	a	dramatic	shift	of	administrative
responsibility	away	from	the	Curia	and	toward	more	regional	loci	of	authority	would	free



Francis	to	serve	as	“missionary-in-chief”	and	make	more	effective	use	of	the	most
influential	bully	pulpit	in	the	world	without	worrying	about	the	danger	of	administrative
neglect.

In	all	but	the	most	extraordinary	of	circumstances,	Francis	should	orient	his	Petrine
primacy	toward	“confirming	his	brothers,”	that	is,	supporting	and	facilitating	the	effective
ministry	of	his	brother	bishops	at	regional	and	local	levels.	This	in	turn	would	require	a	far
more	robust	application	of	the	principle	of	subsidiarity	to	church	leadership:	“Higher
authority”	should	intervene	in	church	matters	only	when	those	matters	cannot	be
effectively	handled	at	the	local	levels.	Necessary	curial	reform	must	go	beyond	pursuit	of
greater	transparency	and	efficiency	to	seek	a	fundamental	de-centering	of	curial	authority
by	redistributing	much	of	that	authority	to	properly	episcopal	structures	(e.g.,	global	and
regional	synods,	episcopal	conferences,	provincial	metropolitan	structures).

Effective	curial	reform	will	also	require	the	de-clericalization	of	curial	authority.	There	is
no	reason	to	have	the	Vatican's	bureaucracy	populated	almost	exclusively	by	clerics.	The
tradition	of	ordaining	senior	bureaucrats	and	church	diplomats	to	the	episcopate
undermines	the	ministerial	heart	of	the	episcopate	and	turns	it	into	an	honorific.	In	the
wake	of	a	redistribution	of	administrative	responsibility	away	from	the	Curia	to	the
regional	and	local	levels	of	ecclesial	life,	the	bureaucratic	structures	that	would	remain
should	be	populated	with	a	healthy	dose	of	laypeople	and	particularly	women	at	all	levels
of	curial	leadership.

Authentic	ecclesiastical	reform	must	work	toward	the	formation	of	a	community	of	faith
purged	of	arrogance,	rigidity,	careerism	and	clerical	privilege.	May	our	new	Francis	hear
the	divine	call	to	“rebuild	my	church.”
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