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METHODOLOGY

The case analyses which follow examine a list of 58 mass shooting incidents from 1980 to
the present. This book does not purport to represent the entire text of each individual
survivor’s story, but simply recounts actions or tactics taken which may identify common
successful techniques for survival. For the purposes of this book, a mass shooting is
considered an attack by one or more individuals where at least four people were killed.

For each shooting incident, the primary background information is shown in the following
format:

Synopsis General overview of the events

Type of Establishment Primary place where main incident occurred
Environment Indoors, outdoors or both

Motive Reason for the attack, if established

Number killed during a single or consecutive
Number killed attacks by perpetrator; does not include
suicide of killer

Number killed and injured during a single or

Number killed and :
. . consecutive attacks by perpetrator; does not
injured . .. :
include suicide of killer
Date of murders Date
Weapons Type of weapon(s) used
Location City and state
Shooter status Final disposition of the offender

In 2010, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security produced a document called Active
Shooter Response and introduced its simple three-step model of Run, Hide and Fight. In
this book those elements are used to categorize various actions taken by individuals during
mass shootings. When actions were taken outside of the DHS model, an “Other” category
was added to explain what transpired, indicating how it helped or hurt the individuals
involved.




It is this author’s hope that this book will illustrate how the Run/Hide/Fight model can
be expanded upon to include additional life-saving information which may help
individuals survive a deadly attack.



Case Studies - 1980s

Case #1 — FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Synopsis

Type of Establishment
Environment

Motive

Number killed

Number killed and injured

Date of murders

Weapons

Location

Shooter status

Alvin Lee King, 45, opened fire with a
rifle during a worship service at the
First Baptist Church of Daingerfield,
killing 5.

Church

Indoors

Revenge/anger

5

15

June 22, 1980

M1 carbine with bayonet; AR-15 rifle
with bayonet; .22 caliber handgun;
.38 caliber handgun

Daingerfield, Texas

Attempted suicide before being
arrested. Committed suicide in prison.

Overview

Alvin Lee King had allegedly sexually molested his daughter, and was scheduled to be
tried for the crime on June 23, 1980. He attempted without success to find someone in the
congregation of the First Baptist Church of Daingerfield to testify as a character witness

on his behalf.

On the morning of June 22, King bound his wife to a kitchen chair, then dressed in
combat gear and armed himself with four guns.

He drove to the church and burst into the sanctuary, where the congregation was singing
the offertory hymn. Shouting “This is war,” King opened fire with the AR-15 rifle. In less

than a minute, five people were killed and 10 were wounded.?

King then went across the street to a fire station and shot himself in the head. He




survived the injury and was charged with murder.

Run/Hide/FIGHT

Witnesses went after shooter

When Red McDaniel saw that his wife had been shot, he turned toward the shooter and
charged him, placing him in a bear hug. He drove King out of the church even while
taking shots to the chest. McDaniel died outside the church. Kenneth Lee Truitt also went
after the shooter. A witness said that when he got to the door he leaped into the air toward

King, who was just outside the door. King shot him.#



Case #2 — BOB MOORE’S WELDING & MACHINE

SHOP

Synopsis

Type of Establishment
Environment

Motive

Number killed

Number killed and injured
Date of murders

Weapon

Carl Robert Brown, 51, opened fire
inside a welding shop and was later
shot dead by two witnesses as he fled
the scene.

Business/workplace

Indoors

Argument/retaliation

8

11

August 20, 1982

Shotgun

Location Miami, Florida

Fatally shot and run down by two
witnesses, when cycling away from
the crime scene

Shooter status

Overview

On August 20, 1982, Navy veteran and teacher Carl Robert Brown, on psychiatric leave

from his job, rode his bicycle to a Miami welding and machine shop, entered through a
side door, and began shooting. He was apparently angry at the $20 repair bill for work on
his lawnmower engine. Brown walked through the building, methodically shooting
everyone, most of the time at close range and sometimes twice, leaving three victims in

the office and others in the work area and the driveway in front of the shop.®

Running out of ammunition, Brown stepped out of the store, reloaded and entered the
shop again, to shoot twice more.

Brown then got back on his bicycle and pedaled away. At the shop, six of the 11
employees present were dead, and two more were dying.

RUN/Hide/Fight

Three of the injured managed to escape and jump into the car of a passing motorist, who
brought them to a gas station a mile away and called for help.”



Run/Hide/Fightt OTHER
Witnesses went after shooter

Mark Kram heard the gunshots from his nearby shop, and stepped out to see what was
happening. Ernest Hammett, who worked across the street, ran toward him, crying: “A
bunch of people just got killed at Bob's!” Kram grabbed two guns from his office, one for
himself, one for Hammett. He got behind the wheel of his car and Hammett got in the
back seat. Six blocks away, he saw Brown on his bicycle.

As Kram pulled up alongside the teacher, Brown made a shoulder motion as if he were
about to bring his shotgun around and open fire. Hammett, from the back seat, pointed the
revolver out the driver's window. Kram said he grabbed the gun to steady Hammett's hand
and fired what they meant to be a warning shot.

The bullet pierced Brown's back and severed his aorta, but Brown kept going on the
bike, and “that's why I swerved my car into him,” Kram said. Brown went flying into a

concrete utility pole. The medical examiner’s report revealed that the gunshot killed

Brown.2



Case #3 — IANNI’S NIGHTCLUB

Abdelkrim Belachheb, 39, opened fire
Synopsis at a nightclub after a woman rejected
his advances. He was later arrested.

Type of Establishment Nightclub
Environment Indoors

Motive Retaliation for rejection
Number killed 6

Number killed and injured 7

Date of murders June 29, 1984
Weapons 9mm automatic pistol
Location Dallas, Texas

Sentenced to six consecutive life

Shooter status terms in prison on November 15, 1984

Overview

After a brief argument with his dance partner Marcelle Ford at lanni’s, an upscale night
club, unemployed waiter Abdelkrim Belachneb, a Moroccan national allowed entry into

this country in spite of a violent record in Europe,? came back into the club with a 9mm
automatic pistol which he shot at Ford and four others sitting at the bar.

Belachheb went outside to reload, then came back inside and began firing again, first at

the victims and then indiscriminately into the dance floor.l? Marcelle Ford died on the
way to the hospital. Belachheb later called police and admitted to the shooting and was
arrested.

RUN/HIDE/Fight

Witness Terry Rippa said he was just reaching for money to pay his bar bill when he heard
the gunshots. “We went under the table, and the guy went one, two, three, four, five down

the row,” Rippa said.ld

Some 20 people fled the restaurant through the back door and hid behind wide pillars
holding up the breezeway.12

Run/Hide/Fightt OTHER



Ran toward shooter trying to stop him

Patron Frank Parker was in the kitchen when the shooting started. Unarmed, Parker ran
out the back kitchen door toward Belachheb. A witness stated, “Parker was coming from
the back of the restaurant to the front... [he] got hit and it kind of stood him up, and then

he got [shot] twice more and it dropped him...” Parker died almost immediately.12



Case #4 — MCDONALD’S RESTAURANT

James Oliver Huberty, 41, opened fire
Synopsis in a McDonald’s restaurant before he
was shot dead by a police sniper.

Type of Establishment Restaurant
Environment Indoors and outdoors
Motive Revenge

Number killed 21

Number killed and injured 40

Date of murders July 18, 1984

9mm Uzi semi-automatic; Winchester
Weapons pump-action 12-gauge shotgun; 9mm
Browning HP semi-automatic handgun

Location San Ysidro, California

Fatally shot by SWAT team sniper the

Shooter status
same day

Overview

James Oliver Huberty, age 41, had a history of violent behavior and domestic violence. In
early 1984 the Huberty family moved from Ohio to California, where James found a job
as a security guard in San Ysidro. He was dismissed from the position in early July. On
July 18, Huberty called a mental health center for an appointment to try to deal with his

anger, but did not receive a return call.14

The next day he told his wife he was going to “hunt humans.” Carrying an Uzi semi-
automatic rifle, a shotgun, a pistol, and a bag of ammunition, he walked from his house to

a busy McDonald’s restaurant. A witness spotted Huberty carrying the firearms and called

police, but the dispatcher gave officers the wrong address.12

Entering the restaurant, Huberty ordered those inside to lie prone and began shooting,
and continued shooting for more than an hour. He fired at adults and children outside the
restaurant as well. A police officer said that the gunman had “a couple of rifles and
immediately started shooting everything he could shoot...when we arrived here...the first

police vehicle and fire vehicle were both fired upon.”1® When an employee picked up a
telephone to call the police, the gunman began firing at those on the floor.

Police initially responded to a McDonald’s near the U.S. border with Tijuana, and 15



minutes later learned the correct location of the shooting about two miles away. After
expending more than 250 rounds of ammunition, Huberty was fatally shot by a police
sniper positioned on a rooftop across the street.

By the time the shooting ended, there were 21 dead and 19 wounded. Huberty’s victims
ranged in age from 6 months to 74 years of age.1

Run/HIDE/Fight

When the shooting started, college student employee Ken Dickey and a co-worker fled to
a basement utility room, where they were joined by three female co-workers, a woman
with a baby, and a man who was bleeding. They huddled in the hot basement with gunfire
sounding overhead. Finally, police knocked at the door, and though they were fearful, they

opened it.18

RUN/HIDE/Fight

Huberty jumped over the counter to check the kitchen and found Guillermo Flores on the
floor talking to police. Also present were grill workers Alex Vasquez and Albert Leos, and
three female counter workers. “Oh,” Huberty observed calmly, “there's more.” He cried,
“You're trying to hide from me, you bastards!” and raised the Uzi. One of the women
screamed in Spanish: “Don’t kill me! Don’t kill me!”, but Huberty opened fire. The three
men jumped up to flee; Flores and Vasquez were able to escape. Albert Leos tried to run,
but one of the women grabbed him and pulled him down and he was caught in the line of
fire. Wounded but still alive, he crawled to the shelter of a table, but the three female

employees were dead.l?

Run/Hide/Fightt OTHER
Drew gunman’s attention

An 11-year-old girl lay on the restaurant floor with her eyes closed tight in fear. “I thought
I heard him far away, so I opened my eyes and he saw me. He walked to the trash can and

he had some [guns] in there. He got his shotgun. That's when he shot me.”2’

Run/Hide/ Fight/ OTHER
Played dead
11-year-old Joshua Coleman had ridden his bicycle to McDonald's to get a soft drink. He
was on the sidewalk when Joshua heard the man yell. He turned and was hit. Lying on the
pavement, his right side riddled with shotgun pellets, and the gunman still shooting,

Joshua played dead. How did he know to do so? “I don't know,” he says. “I got lucky...
You hear about an accident and sometimes you think, “What would you do if you were

there?’ and I always thought I would play dead.2!

Run/Hide/Fightt OTHER

Confronted gunman

Huberty discharged a round into the ceiling when he entered the restaurant. Restaurant



manager Neva Caine got out of her booth and went to confront the man. Huberty shot
once at point-blank range and Caine died within minutes.22



Date of murders

Weapons

Location

Shooter status

Case #5 — U.S. POSTAL SERVICE

Postal worker Patrick Sherrill, 44,

Synopsis opened fire at a post office before
committing suicide.

Type of Establishment Workplace

Environment Indoors

Motive Revenge

Number killed 14

Number killed and injured 20

August 20, 1986

Two .45 caliber semi-automatic
pistols; .22 caliber handgun

Edmond, Oklahoma

Committed suicide by shooting

himself the same day

Overview

Patrick Henry Sherrill was a loner whose neighbors called him “Crazy Pat” due to a long

history of bizarre behavior.22 After 16 months on the job as a permanent part-time letter
carrier, he had been reprimanded by two supervisors about misdirected mail and tardy
performance. Sherill reported to a postal union steward that he was being mistreated. “I

gotta get out of here,” he said.?

At about 7:00 a.m. on August 20, Sherrill entered the post office from the employee
parking lot, carrying three pistols and ammunition in a mailbag on his shoulder. Without
saying a word, he gunned down one of the supervisors who had criticized him, as well as a
fellow postman. He fired at fleeing employees and at workers hiding under tables and in

cubicles. Within minutes, 12 more were dead and six wounded.22

Police arrived on scene just minutes after the shooting began. They attempted for 45
minutes to communicate with Sherrill by telephone and bullhorn, without response. When
a SWAT team stormed the building at 8:30 a.m., they found the gunman’s body, dead of a

bullet to the head.2® Sherill’s rampage had lasted between 15 and 20 minutes.2Z

RUN/Hide/Fight



Sherrill chased some fleeing employees out a side exit, shooting one man, who later died
in the parking lot.2

Employee Debbie Smith was sorting letters when the shooting began. “I froze. I
couldn’t run.” As she hid, Sherrill passed her and opened fire on the next section. Smith

ran for the front door and escaped.?

RUN/HIDE/Fight

Richard Tompkins said, “I ran around behind some rural carrier cases trying to hide. When
it got quiet I headed for the back door...the shooting started again toward the front of the

post office, so I went to the back and got a door open.”2C

Peggy Gibson was nearly killed. “I hid under my case and behind the parcel tub. I ran to
the back doors [found locked] ... then ran to the side door and outside.”3!

Darrell Fesler saw what was happening. “I heard a gunshot, and hid behind some big
boxes. I looked up and saw a man shooting a gun. He shot Mike Bigler and then just
turned in a circle shooting at random. He went towards the front lobby shooting and we

ran out the back. He followed, still firing, and then returned inside.”32

Run/HIDE/Fight
Hid in vault

Another employee escaped by locking herself in a vault where stamps are kept.23

Run/HIDE/Fight

Hid in closet

Tracy Sanchez “ran to the back door, but it was locked. Another man tried to get out with
me. We ran back and there was a storage closet nearby. We hid in there, but we couldn’t
lock it so we turned the lights off and stayed quiet. Sherrill stood by our door and kept
emptying his shells and reloading his gun...Then, finally, it got quiet. But we stayed

hidden until we heard the police.”34

Run/HIDE/Fight

Hid in open area

Sherrill bolted several doors and then systematically searched the workroom floor for
workers who were cowering under tables and in cubicles. He killed three people in one

work station and five in another.22

Run/Hide/FIGHT

Employee Larry Wilson tried to stop the slaughter. He said, “I kicked the gun out of Pat’s
hand but he recovered it and started shooting again.”2°

Run/Hide/Fight/OTHER
Played dead



Mike Bigler survived by playing dead. He was heading toward an exit and was shot in the
back... “I just played dead. Sherill kept walking around several times...just went around

shooting methodically, saying nothing.”3”



Case #6 — SHOPPING CENTERS

Synopsis

Type of Establishment
Environment

Motive

Number killed

Number killed and injured
Date of murders

Weapons

Location

Shooter status

William Cruse, 58, killed six strangers
at two shopping centers.

Shopping centers

Outdoors/indoors

Revenge/rampage

6

20

April 23, 1987

Assault rifle; shotgun; pistol

Palm Bay, Florida

Sentenced to death on July 28, 1989;

died on death row in 2009

Overview

On the afternoon of April 23, 1987, carrying a shotgun, retired librarian William Cruse
charged out of his house to confront some teens who were bouncing a basketball in a
neighbor’s driveway. He fired at and wounded a 14-year-old. Then he drove away, firing
at neighbors’ homes as he drove. He fired at two Florida Tech students and killed them;

then he shot and injured two other men. Arriving at a Publix supermarket, Cruse shot and

killed a woman leaving the store.38

Cruse then drove to a Winn Dixie supermarket. As he was firing at the store, police officer
Ronald Grogan approached in his car; Cruse fired numerous shots into the car, killing the

officer.3? Officer Gerald Johnson arrived on scene next. Cruse shot the officer in the leg.
Johnson emptied his gun at Cruse but missed. As he tried to reload, Cruse shot him and

killed him.42

Cruse continued shooting at anyone he saw. As police surrounded the store, he found two
women hiding in the restroom and took one of them hostage. After several hours, he let

her go, at which time police fired tear gas and stun grenades into the store.*! Cruse was
arrested shortly afterward.

Run/HIDE/Fight



Police found three people huddled unhurt in a refrigerated storeroom.2

Run/Hide/FIGHT

Just before he killed the officer, Cruse took aim at customer Ruben Torres. “I looked
toward the glass doors, and I guess William Cruse saw me because he shot at me right
through the doors and everything I had in my hand went flying,” Torres recalled. “After
that I crawled up to the window and saw him walking across the parking lot. I don't know

where I got the strength from, but I took the doors off the track and got out of the store.” 42

As Cruse killed Officer Johnson, Torres ran to his car and “I got my gun out of my glove
compartment and we started a little shootout,” he said. “I was shooting at him and he was
shooting at me.” When Torres went back to his car for more ammunition, a police officer

stopped him, thinking he was a second gunman. Torres was later credited with distracting

Cruse, allowing people to escape from the grocery store. 44

Run/Hide/Fightt OTHER

Hostage response

Robin Brown, 21, held hostage for six hours, communicated with the shooter. She says she
wiped blood from the gunman’s hands, helped him smash store lights, and fed him potato
chips. “I tried to get him to surrender. I stopped him from killing himself and from killing

me.”42



Case #7 — ELECTROMAGNETIC SYSTEMS LAB

Silicon Valley defense plant employee
Richard Wade Farley, 39, shot and

Synopsis killed seven and wounded four more
at his company’s office.

Type of Establishment Workplace

Environment Indoors and outdoors

Motive Revenge after being spurned

Number killed 7

Number killed and injured 11

Date of murders February 16, 1988
Benelli semi-automatic shotgun;

Weapons pump-action shotgun; rifle; four
handguns

Location Sunnyvale, California
In December 1991, sentenced to

Shooter status death in gas chamber; ruling upheld in
July 20094°

Overview

At Electromagnetic Systems Lab (ESL), Richard Wade Farley was obsessed with co-
worker Laura Black and had stalked her for several years. In the autumn of 1985 the
Human Resources department of the company ordered Farley to attended counseling
sessions; he did so, but continued the harassment of Black. By the following spring Farley
was threatening fellow employees. That along with his poor work performance resulted in
his termination in May of 1986. Even after his employment at another company, he
continued his stalking. Black was granted a temporary restraining order against Farley,

and he was ordered to leave her alone pending a full hearing on February 17, 1988.4Z

On February 16, Farley drove to the ESL parking lot with a “Benelli semi-automatic
shotgun, a rifle with a scope, a pump-action shotgun, a Sentinal revolver, a Smith &
Wesson .357 Magnum revolver, a Browning semi-automatic pistol, a Smith & Wesson
pistol, a smoke bomb, a belt with pouches filled with ammunition, other bags containing
more than 200 rounds of ammunition, and a vest containing more than 800 rounds of

ammunition. ..a foot-long buck knife and sheath, and ear protectors.”#8 He walked into a



side door by shooting the glass, and continued shooting as he headed to Black’s second-
floor office. When he reached the office she slammed the door, but he fired through the
door. The first shot missed but the second hit her in the shoulder and she fell to the floor
unconscious.

Farley held a police SWAT team at bay for five hours, speaking on the telephone
numerous times with the hostage negotiator. He eventually surrendered to police. He had
expended 98 rounds of ammunition.2? Seven people lay dead, and four more were
wounded.

In October of 1991 Farley was convicted of seven counts of first-degree murder, and
later sentenced to death.

Run/HIDE/Fight

Lisa Black awakened after being shot, and she and other survivors hid from Farley while
he was holding the SWAT team at bay. They later escaped.’

Run/HIDE/Fight/OTHER

Released by gunman

Linda Walden, the shooter’s friend and former landlady, was hiding under the desk at
which Farley was standing while he was on the telephone with police. He pulled out the
desk chair and saw her and said, “Oh, there’s someone here. You can come out now. Oh,
it’s Linda.” When she emerged Farley told her she could leave. Employee Christine
Hansen, hiding nearby, thought the police were evacuating the building and she came out

of hiding. When she saw Farley she asked if she could leave, too, and he told her, “Yes,

you can go.”2l



Case #8 — CLEVELAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Synopsis

Type of Establishment
Environment

Motive

Number killed

Number killed and injured

Date of murders

Weapons

Location

Shooter status

Patrick Purdy, 26, launched an assault
at Cleveland Elementary School,
where many young Southeast Asian
immigrants were enrolled. Purdy then
committed suicide.

School

Outdoors

Racial

35
January 17, 1989

AK-47-type semi-automatic assault
rifle; two handguns

Stockton, California

Committed suicide by shooting

himself in the head the same day

Overview

On January 17, 1989, at 11.40 a.m., former Stockton resident Patrick Purdy, a disturbed
loner with guerrilla-warfare fantasies22, parked his car outside the Cleveland Elementary
School, got out, set it alight by means of a gasoline-filled beer bottle, and walked toward
the school. Some 300 pupils were outside at recess.

Purdy was dressed in battle gear and wearing a flak jacket. He entered the school
grounds through a gap in the fence carrying two handguns and an AK-47. He opened fire
at a group of portable classrooms, and moved away and fired across the blacktop where
children were playing, toward the main building about 250 yards away. A number of

rounds went completely through the main school building and came out the other side.23

When the four-minute assault ended, five young children were dead; one teacher and 29
pupils were wounded.2

The dead were all Southeast Asians from war-refugee groups which comprised more
than 70% of the school’s enrollment. A report to the California Attorney General indicated
that Purdy blamed all minorities for his failings, and “selected Southeast Asians because



they were the minority with whom he was most in contact.”22

Run/HIDE/Fight

Teacher Lori Mackey said she ran to her classroom window when she heard what she

thought were firecrackers, and when she realized what was happening, she took her 10

pupils into a rear room where they could not be seen.2



Case #9 — STANDARD GRAVURE PRINTING CO.

Synopsis

Type of Establishment
Environment

Motive

Number killed

Number killed and injured

Date of murders

Weapons

Location

Shooter status

Joseph T. Wesbecker, 47, gunned
down eight people at his former
workplace before committing suicide.
Workplace

Indoors

Revenge

8

20

September 14, 1989

AK-47 semi-automatic rifle; two MAC-
11 semi-automatic pistols; .38 caliber
revolver; 9mm automatic pistol;
bayonet

Louisville, Kentucky

Committed suicide by shooting himself the same
day

Overview

Joseph Wesbecker had worked for printing company Standard Gravure for 17 years, but
went on disability leave in the spring of 1989 as a result of mental illness. He had a history

of suicide attempts.

On September 14, 1989 at about 8:30 a.m., Wesbecker entered the Standard Gravure
plant carrying a duffel bag containing an AK-47 semi-automatic rifle, two MAC-11 semi-
automatic pistols, a .38-caliber revolver, a 9mm automatic pistol, and a bayonet, along
with thousands of rounds of ammunition.2Z He took the elevator to the executive reception
area and, as soon as the doors opened, fired at receptionists Sharon Needy, killing her, and
Angela Bowman, leaving her paralyzed by a shot in the back. Searching for Michael Shea,
president of Standard Gravure, and other supervisors and bosses of the plant, Wesbecker

calmly walked through the hallways, deliberately shooting at people.28

Wesbacker eventually went to the pressroom, put a gun under his chin, and killed
himself. He had killed seven people and wounded 13.

Run/HIDE/Fight




Employee John Tingle encountered Wesbecker at the beginning of the rampage.
Wesbecker said to him, “I told them I'd be back. Get out of my way, John.” “{Tingle}
said, ‘How are you, Rock?’” He said, “Fine, John. Back off and get out of my way.”

Tingle and other nearby employees fled to a restroom and locked the door.2
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