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CHAPTER	ONE

Solomon	wrote	in	Eccl.	3:1,2a,	“To	everything	there	is	a	season,	a	time	for	every	purpose
under	Heaven	:	a	time	to	be	born,	and	a	time	to	die.”	The	good	news	is	that	for	the	born-
again	believer	death	offers	the	possibility	of	great	gain.	Phil.	1:21	says,	“For	to	me,	to	live
is	Christ,	and	to	die	is	gain.”	Paul	later	said	in	verse	23	that	“to	depart	and	be	with	Christ”
was	“far	better”	than	living	in	the	flesh	on	Planet	Earth.	I	like	how	the	Message	Bible	puts
it:	“The	desire	to	break	camp	here	and	be	with	Christ	is	powerful.	Some	days	I	can	think
of	nothing	better.”	At	this	very	moment,	as	you	are	reading	these	words,	Jesus	is	preparing
a	special	place	for	you	that	will	offer	you	great	gain.	That	place	is	Heaven.

It	has	been	said	that	next	to	the	idea	of	God,	the	idea	of	Heaven	is	the	greatest	idea	to
enter	into	the	heart	of	every	man,	woman,	and	child.	This	being	so,	then	tell	me,	when	was
the	last	time	you	heard	an	exciting,	thought-provoking	message	about	Heaven?	A	message
so	 thrilling	 that	 it	 stirs	 you	 up	 inside	 and	 causes	 your	 enthusiasm	 to	 soar	 to	 its	 highest
level.	A	message	that	makes	your	mouth	water	because	it	is	so	motivating	that	no	longer	is
Heaven	a	place	clouded	in	mystery,	but	in	your	heart	becomes	a	reality	to	be	grasped.	A
message	that	moved	you	to	raise	your	hands	and	cry	out	with	eager,	heartfelt	anticipation,
“Come	quickly,	Lord	Jesus.”	How	long	has	it	been	since	you	heard	a	message	like	that?
Years?	Yeah,	me	too.	In	fact,	if	I	were	a	betting	man,	I	would	wager	that	the	majority	of
you	have	never	heard	a	message	as	compelling	as	the	one	you	are	about	to	read.

Time	magazine	once	said,	“In	today’s	churches,	let’s	face	it,	Heaven	is	preserved	like	a
bug	in	amber.”	We	can	look	at	it	but	it’s	lifeless.	Why	is	this	so?	Why	doesn’t	the	idea	of
Heaven	carry	more	weight	in	our	everyday	lives?	I	can	think	of	three	reasons.	First	of	all,
the	only	idea	of	Heaven	most	people	have	is	childish	and	boring.	Who	wants	to	sit	on	a
cloud	and	play	a	harp	forever?	Haven’t	you	been	taught	that	this	is	what	Heaven	is	like?
And	 let’s	 not	 forget	 those	 chubby	 little	 curly-haired	baby	 angels	with	 tiny	wings	 flying
around	your	head	as	you	do	so.	The	idea	of	doing	this	for	all	eternity	is	a	big	turn	off.	In
fact,	it	can	be	downright	repulsive.	Does	wearing	a	white	robe	forever	thrill	you?	Not	me.
Or	how	about	singing	in	a	celestial	choir	for	the	next	ten	million	years?	Does	that	excite
you?	Maybe	if	you’re	musically	inclined	it	might,	but	if	you’re	like	me	and	can’t	carry	a
tune	to	save	your	soul	this	idea	can	hinder	your	desire	to	go	there.	Don’t	get	me	wrong.
I’ve	been	saved	for	over	two	thirds	of	my	life	and	I	love	praising	God	as	much	as	the	next
person.	It’s	just	that	I	can’t	sing	worth	a	dime	and,	if	the	truth	be	known,	I	can’t	even	clap
in	rhythm.	I	fit	into	the	“make	a	joyful	noise”	category.	This	I	do	well.	And	often.

For	some	people,	this	is	as	compelling	as	Heaven	gets.	There	is	no	color	in	their	vision
of	Heaven.	 It’s	all	black	and	white.	B-O-R-I-N-G!	It’s	not	compelling	at	all.	Why	go	 to
Heaven	and	be	bored	if	you	can	go	to	hell	and	drink	beer	and	party	with	your	friends?	I’m
serious!	This	is	what	a	lot	of	people	believe.	Never	have	they	heard	a	true	teaching	about
Heaven	that	grabbed	hold	of	 their	attention	and	wouldn’t	 let	go.	Let’s	be	honest.	People



crave	fun	and	excitement.	I	know	I	do.	This	need	creates	a	void	in	their	lives	that	needs	to
be	filled.	It’s	an	itch	that	needs	to	be	scratched.	People	hate	to	be	bored!	Personally,	I	live
the	life	I’ve	been	given	as	if	it	were	one	great	big	fantastic	adventure.	I’m	a	lover	of	the
outdoors	and	I’ve	gone	white-water	rafting	on	a	raging	river	in	West	Virginia	and	hiked	to
the	 top	 of	 the	 second	 tallest	waterfall	 in	 the	world.	 I’ve	 descended	 into	 dark	 caves	 and
have	 traveled	 through	canyons	galore.	 I’ve	walked	on	a	glacier	 and	have	hiked	 through
deep	woods	to	see	some	of	the	most	beautiful	sights	this	planet	has	to	offer.	I	have	seen
wild	bear,	moose,	bison,	timber	wolves,	mountain	goats,	and	deer	of	every	shape	and	size.
This	is	what	my	life	is	like	now	and—as	you	shall	see—an	afterlife	of	adventure	awaits	us
all.	Sorry,	but	an	eternity	of	endless	singing	does	not	trip	my	trigger.	I’m	sure	many	of	you
feel	 the	 same	 way,	 but	 don’t	 feel	 bad	 if	 you	 do.	 It	 was	 God	 who	 put	 that	 desire	 for
adventure	in	you	in	the	first	place.	Trust	me,	there	will	be	far	more	to	do	in	Heaven	than
sing.

The	 second	 reason	 the	 idea	 of	 Heaven	 doesn’t	 carry	 much	 weight	 with	 people	 is
because	 they	get	consumed	with	 trying	 to	build	a	Heaven	for	 themselves	here	on	planet
earth.	We	do	this	because	we’ve	been	told	we	can.	We	feel	the	world	will	give	us	ultimate
happiness,	so	we	put	all	our	effort	and	energy	into	experiencing	all	we	can	in	the	here	and
now.	Going	 for	 the	 gusto!	 For	 some	 people,	 the	 accumulation	 of	 great	wealth	 becomes
their	 motive	 for	 living.	 They	 believe	 that	 “he	 who	 dies	 with	 the	most	 toys	 wins.”	 For
others,	Heaven	is	a	fishing	pole	in	one	hand	and	a	can	of	beer	in	the	other.	Or	they	think
Heaven	is	riding	a	Harley	motorcycle,	or	tail-gating	at	some	professional	ballgame.	And
let’s	not	forget	swinging	on	a	hammock	between	two	palm	trees	on	some	tropical	island
while	drinking	juice	out	of	a	coconut	with	a	straw.	To	them,	that’s	Heaven.	Nothing	more,
nothing	less.	They	toast	each	other	around	a	campfire	and	say,	“It	doesn’t	get	any	better
than	this.”	In	and	of	itself	this	is	a	great	way	to	live—I	mean,	who	doesn’t	want	to	have
fun	and	enjoy	all	that	life	has	to	offer?	I	do.	The	problem	with	this	lifestyle,	however,	is
that	without	Jesus	 in	your	heart	and	a	clear	vision	of	Heaven	 in	your	mind,	you’re	only
going	to	feel	great	for	a	short	while.	Time	quickly	passes	by,	you	again	start	feeling	empty
inside,	and	before	you	know	it	you’re	ready	for	another	“fix.”.

The	truth	of	the	matter	is	that	what	this	world	has	to	offer	will	never	be	enough.	Even
Paul	said	in	1	Cor.	15:19,	“If	in	this	life	only	we	have	hope	in	Christ,	we	are	of	all	men	the
most	pitiable.”	The	Message	Bible	puts	it	 this	way:	“If	all	we	get	out	of	Christ	 is	a	little
inspiration	for	a	few	short	years,	we’re	a	pretty	sorry	lot.”	Thankfully,	there	is	more	for	us
than	the	temporary	pleasures	this	life	has	to	offer.	On	the	flip	side,	the	burdens	of	life	can
sometimes	be	so	overwhelming	 that	 thoughts	of	Heaven	become	 the	 farthest	 thing	 from
your	mind.	Who	can	think	about	Heaven	when	you’ve	just	been	laid	off	from	your	high-
paying	 job	 after	 you	 purchased	 a	 new	 home	 last	month?	Or	 your	 spouse	 has	 just	 been
diagnosed	 with	 terminal	 cancer?	 Life	 is	 hard,	 I’ll	 give	 you	 that.	 Sometimes	 it	 takes
everything	 you’ve	 got	 just	 to	make	 it	 through	 the	 day.	 For	 sure,	 it	 is	 hard	 to	 focus	 on
Heaven	,	a	place	that	seems	to	be	so	far	off	into	the	future,	when	your	world	is	crashing
around	you	today.	Life	is	not	easy	and	nowhere	in	scripture	did	God	say	it	would	be.	In
fact,	He	said	 the	opposite	would	be	 true.	Jesus	said	 in	John	16:33,	“These	 things	I	have
spoken	to	you,	that	in	Me	you	may	have	peace.	In	the	world	you	will	have	tribulation;	but



be	of	good	cheer,	for	I	have	overcome	the	world..”	The	Message	Bible	 states:	“I’ve	 told
you	all	 this	so	that	 trusting	Me,	you	will	be	unshakable	and	assured,	deeply	at	peace.	In
this	 godless	 world	 you	 will	 continue	 to	 experience	 difficulties.	 But	 take	 heart!	 I’ve
conquered	the	world.”

No,	we	are	not	promised	an	easy	 life,	but	 in	Jesus	we	can	 live	a	victorious	 life.	My
calling	is	to	encourage	people	everywhere	to	trust	Jesus,	never	give	up,	and	keep	moving
forward	in	their	walk	with	Jesus.	In	regards	to	eternity,	 the	key	is	 to	have	well-balanced
beliefs.	We	can’t	think	about	Heaven	so	much	that	we	ignore	the	trials	and	blessings	here
on	 earth.	Likewise,	we	 can’t	 let	 today’s	 activities	 consume	us	 so	much	 that	we	pay	 the
price	of	ignoring	the	glorious	afterlife	that	awaits	us.	The	key	is	balance.	We	need	an	equal
combination	 of	 both.	We	 need	 to	 be	 Heavenly	 minded	 and	 earthly	 good.	 Both	 beliefs
complement	one	another.	This	is	why	we	must	forever	strive	to	live	our	lives	with	the	end
in	mind.	Any	person	who	can	do	that	will	live	a	meaningful	and	satisfying	life.

What	 you	 see	 in	 the	 future	 becomes	 your	 reference	 point	 for	 the	 here	 and	 now.
Without	a	clear	vision	of	the	future,	your	mind	will	be	empty	and	void.	Forever	in	a	fog,
you’ll	wander	 through	 life	 like	 a	 homeless	 vagabond	 not	 knowing	 if	 you’re	 coming	 or
going,	 rather	 than	 moving	 strategically	 to	 an	 appointed	 place.	 But	 when	 the	 idea	 of
Heaven	 and	 life	 eternal	 becomes	 real	 to	 you	 there	will	 be	 this	 tremendous	 energy	 flow
moving	through	your	life	all	the	time	in	day-to-day	living.	It	will	be	like	a	giant	magnet
pulling	 you	 through	 life	 to	 your	 desired	 end.	 So	 live	 your	 life	 with	 the	 end	 in	 mind.
Visualize	how	you	will	finish	this	life	and	envision	the	hereafter.	It	will	give	you	a	proper
perspective	of	things	to	come,	and	you’ll	find	encouragement	to	keep	doing	what	you’re
doing	 so	 you	 can	 finish	 the	way	 you	 envision	 yourself	 finishing.	 Paul	writes	 in	 1	Cor.
9:24-27,	“Do	you	not	know	that	those	who	run	in	a	race	all	run,	but	one	receives	the	prize?
Run	 in	such	a	way	 that	you	may	obtain	 it.	And	everyone	who	competes	 for	 the	prize	 is
temperate	 in	 all	 things.	 Now	 they	 do	 it	 to	 obtain	 a	 perishable	 crown,	 but	 we	 for	 an
imperishable	crown.	Therefore	 I	 run	 thus:	not	with	uncertainty.	Thus	 I	 fight:	not	 as	one
who	beats	the	air.	But	I	discipline	my	body	and	bring	it	under	subjection,	lest,	when	I	have
preached	 to	 others,	 I	 myself	 should	 become	 disqualified.”	 The	Message	 Bible	 says,	 “I
don’t	know	about	you,	but	 I’m	running	hard	for	 the	finish	 line.	 I’m	giving	 it	everything
I’ve	got.	No	sloppy	living	for	me!	I’m	staying	alert	and	in	top	condition.	I’m	not	going	to
get	caught	napping,	telling	everyone	else	all	about	it	and	then	missing	out	myself.”	Make	a
sacred	 oath	 between	 yourself	 and	 God.	 Say	 out	 loud,	 “I	 will	 fervently	 live	 my	 life
according	to	my	design	with	the	end	in	mind.”	A	glorious	eternity	in	Heaven	awaits	you	if
you	do.

What	will	Heaven	be	like?	Glad	you	asked.	Read	on…
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