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Chapter	One

Law	One:	The	Survivors	that	are	left.

Nehemiah	1:3

The	word	 “Survivor”	 in	Hebrew	means	 “to	 be	 left	 behind	 to	 remain,	 to	 be	 left	 a
remnant”.

There	will	always	be	those	who	are	left	behind	to	pick	up	the	pieces	of	the	lives
after	the	enemy	has	attacked.	They	are	the	ones	who	are	holding	on	to	what	was
left	of	their	lives:

Marriage

They	find	themselves	stunned	trying	to	understand	what	has	happened.	They	are
trying	to	bring	stability	to	their	home	and	explain	to	the	children	why	dad	or	mom
has	left.	The	responsibility	for	the	entire	household	is	now	on	your	shoulders.	You
are	riding	a	roller	coaster	of	emotions.	Within	a	matter	of	moments	you	go	 from
anger,	to	disbelief,	to	depression	and	confusion.

Anger	 at	 yourself	 for	 not	 seeing	 the	 signs	 of	 trouble.	 The	 “working	 late	 at	 the
office”;	 business	 trips	 that	 seem	 odd,	 but	 are	 never	 questioned.	 Unfamiliar	 cell
phone	 numbers	 and	 emails.	 Disbelief	 this	 could	 be	 happening	 to	 you.	 These
things	happen	 to	other	people,	but	not	you.	Weren’t	you	a	good	enough	wife	or
husband?	 You	 did	 as	 God	 had	 instructed	 in	 His	 word.	 You	 were	 faithful	 giving
yourself	 to	 the	 success	 of	 the	marriage	 and	 family.	Now	 it	 has	 fallen	 apart	 and
spiraled	out	of	control.	You	thought	your	marriage	was	strong	and	indestructible.
But	 the	 news	 of	 the	 affair,	 the	 embezzlement	 of	 funds	 from	 their	 place	 of
employment	or	the	pornography	that	was	found	is	more	than	you	can	handle.

Allow	me	to	relate	 to	you	a	recent	story	 told	 to	me	by	a	pastor	 friend.	His	small
church	 was	 struggling	 and	 needed	 help	 in	 many	 areas.	 A	 family	 came	 in	 one
Sunday	to	visit	the	church.	On	a	follow	up	visit	he	discovered	that	the	father	and



mother	were	musically	 gifted.	 In	 a	 short	 time	 they	were	 leading	 the	 praise	 and
worship.	The	church	was	growing.	One	Sunday	morning	the	wife	called	and	said
that	they	would	not	be	returning	to	the	church.	Baffled,	the	pastor	asked	why.	She
said	 that	 her	 husband’s	 addiction	 to	 pornography	had	destroyed	 their	marriage.
She	had	tried	to	keep	it	hidden	but	she	could	not	take	anymore.	Her	final	words
were,	“We	will	be	divorcing.”

There	was	a	 time	when	these	scenarios	pertained	primarily	 to	men	 leaving	 their
wives.	Unfortunately,	we	have	witnessed	an	increasing	number	of	women	leaving
their	 families.	The	husbands	are	 the	ones	picking	up	 the	pieces	and	 raising	 the
children.

I	 know	of	 a	woman	who	 had	 been	married	 for	 over	 fifteen	 years.	Her	 husband
came	 home	 to	 find	 that	 she	 had	 left	 him	 and	 their	 three	 children.	 It	 was	 later
discovered	that	she	was	having	an	affair.	Not	only	did	she	divorce	her	husband,
but	she	also	 reneged	on	 their	bills,	 forcing	her	husband	 into	bankruptcy.	To	 this
day	 the	 children	 harbor	 bitterness	 toward	 their	 mother	 for	 what	 she	 did	 to	 the
family.

Business

What	began	as	a	promising	business	venture	or	new	partnership	has	turned	into	a
disaster.	The	company	that	you	poured	your	life	and	money	into	is	now	gone.

All	was	going	well.	New	contracts	were	coming	 in.	You	were	adding	extra	office
space;	hiring	new	employees;	building	a	large	warehouse.

Then	there	is	a	slump	in	sales,	the	market	drops,	the	economy	slows.	Buyers	call
and	 cancel	 orders,	 the	 slow	down	has	 hit	 them	 too.	 They	 can	 not	 pay	 their	 bill
now.	You	still	owe	money	on	the	buildings	that	were	completed.	The	merchandise
that	fills	your	warehouses	is	not	wanted	so	it	sits.

Maybe	you	were	 in	business	with	someone	you	thought	you	could	 trust.	Only	 to
find	 out	 that	 they	 had	 been	 embezzling	 funds	 from	 the	 company	 accounts	 or
abusing	 their	 privileges.	Now	 the	 business	 is	 in	 financial	 ruin.	 You	 are	 trying	 to
make	good	on	the	promises	that	were	made	or	the	contracts	that	were	signed	but
the	task	seems	impossible.

You	knew	something	was	not	quite	right	but	you	were	so	busy	holding	up	your	end



of	 the	 company,	 there	was	 no	 time	 to	 investigate	 your	 suspicions.	 Instead	 of	 a
great	business	year,	you	are	now	filing	bankruptcy.

A	 final	 thought	 here,	 sometimes	 believers	 will	 go	 into	 partnership	 with	 non-
believers.	 II	 Corinthians	 6:14	 reads,	 “Do	 not	 be	 unequally	 yoked	 together	 with
unbelievers.	For	what	 fellowship	has	 righteousness	with	 lawlessness?	And	what
communion	has	light	with	darkness.”	Whether	it	is	marriage	or	business	the	Bible
clearly	 warns	 us	 not	 to	 be	 connected	 with	 non-believers	 if	 at	 all	 possible.	 The
account	 of	 broken	 lives	 by	 those	 who	 have	 violated	 this	 principle	 are	 too
numerous	to	tell.	Let’s	face	it,	it’s	hard	enough	at	times	working	with	believers!

Wounds	from	a	Church

Everyone	 who	 has	 attended	 a	 church	 for	 any	 length	 of	 time	 has	 been	 hurt	 by
someone	in	the	church,	at	sometime.	I	have	yet	to	meet	anyone	who	has	not	been
deeply	wounded	on	their	Christian	 journey.	The	wounds	have	come	from	church
leaders,	 pastors,	 elders,	 board	 members	 or	 teachers.	 Many	 times	 people	 of	 a
congregation	are	asked	to	embrace	the	vision	of	the	leader.	Some	are	pressured
by	 the	pastor	 and	 church	 leaders	 to	 the	point	 that	 if	 you	do	not	 agree,	 you	are
forced	to	leave	the	church!!	The	vision	of	a	church	is	not	more	important	than	the
people.	Jesus	died	for	people,	not	visions.

Others	are	hurt	because	of	conflict	with	a	brother	or	sister	in	the	Lord.	Things	are
said	 and	 done	 that	 are	 unfair,	 inaccurate	 and	 unkind.	 Instead	 of	 resolving	 the
issue,	it	blows	up	into	a	bigger	mess	and	you	leave	the	church.

As	a	matter	of	fact,	I	am	amazed	at	the	number	of	hurting	people	that	I	come	in
contact	with	on	a	daily	basis.	People	who	visit	our	church	looking	for	a	safe	haven
to	nurse	their	wounds	and	be	healed.

Usually,	wounded	Christians	fall	in	three	categories:

1.)	There	are	those	who	come	into	our	churches	every	Sunday	carrying	their	hurt
and	pain	 in	with	 them.	Worse	yet	 these	walking	wounded	 leave	still	hurting.
The	pain	in	their	life	is	never	addressed	or	if	it	is	addressed	it	is	glossed	over
with	no	real	answers	for	dealing	with	it.	Many	times	pastors	and	churches	are
so	 busy	 with	 other	 areas	 of	 ministry,	 that	 these	 needs	 are	 often	 not
addressed.	 A	 typical	 pastor	 does	 not	 have	 the	 amount	 of	 time	 needed	 to



counsel	 and	 minister	 properly.	 So	 many	 times	 the	 needs	 of	 these	 hurting
believers	is	neglected.

2.)	 The	 second	 group	 are	 the	 ones	 hurting	 who	 have	 left	 the	 church	 and	 will
never	darken	its	doors	again.	They	may	go	from	church	to	church	for	awhile
but	never	find	a	place	to	settle.	They	love	God,	read	their	Bible	and	pray	at
home.	But	will	never	trust	a	pastor,	elder	board	or	church	people	again.	They
try	to	heal	their	own	wounds,	but	this	is	not	always	successful.	They	are	left
to	fend	for	themselves	and	find	their	own	answers.	Hurting	believers	who	are
no	longer	attending	a	church	on	a	regular	basis	will	create	their	own	standard
of	a	Christian	walk.	They	devise	their	own	convictions	to	pacify	any	sense	of
guilt	they	may	feel	for	not	obeying	God’s	word.	The	excuses	they	use	for	the
current	 state	 of	 spiritual	 decline	 is	 endless.	Still	 others,	 a	 sense	of	 spiritual
pride	has	taken	over	so	they	believe	that	they	are	just	as	close	to	God	now	as
they	were	in	church.	Hebrews	10:25	tells	us,	“not	forsaking	the	assembling	of
ourselves	together,	as	is	the	manner	of	some,	but	exhorting	one	another,	and
so	 much	 more	 as	 you	 see	 the	 day	 approaching.”	 You	 can	 make	 all	 the
excuses	you	want	but	the	word	of	God	here	is	clear.	You	need	to	belong	to	a
church	for	spiritual	health,	healing	and	growth.

A	complete	healing	must	take	place	for	these	believers	to	get	back	on	track	in
their	walk	with	God.	It	is	very	difficult	to	gain	the	trust	of	an	individual	who	has
been	 hurt.	 As	 a	 pastor	 you	 must	 prove	 to	 them	 that	 you	 have	 no	 hidden
agenda,	 other	 than	 their	 healing.	 If	 your	motive	 is	 to	 get	 another	 family	 or
tither	in	church,	and	you	ignore	their	hurt,	they	will	see	through	you	and	you
will	lose	them.	If,	however,	they	allow	you	into	their	lives	and	the	healing	has
been	 completed,	 it	 is	 exciting	 to	watch	 these	 saints	 believe	God	 again.	 Be
involved	in	their	ministry	and	have	a	desire	to	fulfill	God’s	calling	in	their	lives.

In	our	 church	when	we	have	helped	 those	begin	and	 complete	 the	healing
process,	we	have	also	learned	to	let	them	go.	Some	churches	seem	to	be	the
healing	station	for	 the	wounded.	Once	that	has	been	done	some	stay,	while
others	move	on.

3.)	The	third	group	is	the	wounded	church	leader.	In	the	category	of	the	wounded
leader,	 there	 are	 some	 areas	 we	 must	 explore.	 That	 is,	 how	 do	 church
leaders	become	wounded?	First,	they	bring	it	upon	themselves.	I	have	been
serving	 the	Lord	 for	over	 twenty-five	years.	During	 that	 time	 I	have	had	 the



opportunity	 to	 serve	 as	 a	 pastor,	 district	 superintendent,	 regional	 board
member	and	on	our	 denomination’s	mission	board.	Having	 served	 in	 these
offices,	 I	 have	 had	 the	 unfortunate	 experience	 of	 being	 called	 to	 an
emergency	 board	meeting	 because	 of	 the	moral	 failure	 of	 a	 pastor.	 In	 one
such	 meeting,	 the	 pastor	 explained	 that	 he	 was	 having	 an	 affair	 with	 a
woman	 in	 the	congregation.	He	had	called	her	 to	 find	out	when	and	where
they	would	be	meeting.	She	picked	up	the	phone	on	the	last	ring.	Neither	of
them	realized	that	the	answering	machine	in	the	basement	had	engaged	on
the	last	ring,	recording	the	entire	conversation.

Once	behind	closed	doors	we	 listened	 to	 the	story	of	how	 the	affair	began.
The	planned	rendezvous,	the	suspicions	that	the	wife	had,	but	could	not	put
her	 finger	 on.	 As	 always,	 once	 Satan	 had	 trapped	 them,	 the	 secret	 was
revealed	and	everything	began	to	fall	apart.

The	other	ways	pastors	or	leaders	hurt	themselves	is	their	lack	of	leadership
ability.	You	can	have	a	vision,	but	you	must	have	the	ability	to	follow	it	through
or	gather	people	around	you	who	can.	The	stress	of	a	failing	or	failed	vision
will	 cause	 a	 leader	 to	 think	 irrationally.	 They	 will	 start	 covering	 over	 the
financial	problems	by	inflating	income	or	attendance	numbers.	They	look	for
ways	 to	 rid	 themselves	 of	 the	 stress,	 often	 turning	 to	 the	way	 of	 the	world
instead	of	turning	to	God.

On	 the	 other	 end	 of	 the	 spectrum	 are	 the	 leaders	 who	 are	 dictators
demanding	allegiance	to	themselves	in	the	name	of	the	Lord.	Often	this	type
of	leader	manipulates	and	lies	to	those	following	him	so	he	can	get	his	way.
Once	the	people	 in	 the	church	begin	 to	see	 through	this	conduct	and	begin
questioning	 the	 leader’s	motive	 they	are	attacked	and	 told	 that	 they	did	not
hear	from	God,	they	are	asked	to	submit	or	leave.

Other	 areas	 are	 improper	 relationships	 with	 another	 person	 or	 questionable
financial	practices.	Both	are	often	covered	over	with	the	facade	that	what	they	are
doing	is	for	the	ministry.

I	 have	 never	 met	 a	 leader	 who	 has	 had	 a	 failure	 of	 any	 kind	 who	 began	 the
ministry	 with	 the	 idea	 of	 having	 an	 affair,	 taking	 money	 or	 believing	 that	 their
leadership	skills	were	inadequate.	Often	the	pressures	of	the	ministry	or	mission
field	are	blamed	for	their	failures.



When	the	Church	Leader	is	Wounded	by	Others

My	heart	goes	out	 to	every	 leader	who	has	simply	 tried	 to	obey	God’s	calling	 in
their	 lives	and	simply	shepherd	the	flock	God	has	given	them.	Whether	they	are
pastoring	 a	 church	 or	 a	 denominational	 leader,	 there	 are	 and	 always	 will	 be
wolves	 in	 sheep’s	 clothing.	Matthew	7:15	 says,	 “Beware	 of	 false	 prophets,	who
come	to	you	 in	sheep’s	clothing,	but	 inwardly	 they	are	ravenous	wolves.”	and	 in
verse	16a,	 “You	will	know	them	by	 their	 fruits.”	Review	of	 this	verse	will	give	us
some	insight	to	the	motives	of	some	of	the	people	who	are	in	our	churches.

First,	“beware	of	false	prophets…”	These	are	the	ones	who	are	acting	the	part	of
a	 divinely	 inspired	 prophet.	 They	 utter	 falsehoods	 under	 the	 name	 of	 the	 Lord.
These	may	be	people	who	are	already	in	the	church.	They	always	have	a	“word
from	God”	 for	you	or	your	 family.	Beware	 if	you	are	 the	 fourth	church	 they	have
been	 to	 in	 the	 last	 two	 years.	 They	 probably	 have	 been	 asked	 to	 leave	 every
place	they	have	been.	Find	out	where	they	came	from	and	call	that	pastor.	It	may
save	you	a	lot	of	heartache.

We	 were	 pastoring	 at	 our	 first	 church	 in	 Ohio.	 I	 received	 a	 phone	 call	 from	 a
pastor	in	the	town	next	to	us.	He	called	me	and	told	me	of	a	women	with	her	three
sons	 that	had	 just	 left	his	church.	He	said	 that	she	had	been	 to	every	church	 in
their	town	and	had	been	asked	to	leave	each	church	after	only	a	few	months.	The
trouble	and	pain	that	her	family	 left	 in	 its	wake	was	heartbreaking	to	hear.	False
words	 that	were	devious	and	manipulative.	This	pastor	called	and	warned	us	of
this	 family.	A	 few	weeks	 later	 they	came	to	our	church.	 I	did	not	know	who	they
were	until	I	heard	the	name.	Immediately,	I	began	to	confront	her	with	what	I	was
told.	She	 thought	 I	was	crazy,	but	 I	wanted	 to	protect	 the	sheep	God	had	given
me.	She	 told	me	she	was	a	prophetess,	but	 the	pastor	and	churches	would	not
listen	 to	 her.	 She	 gave	 me	 a	 few	 examples	 of	 what	 she	 had	 said.	 It	 was
destructive	and	unbiblical.	 I	asked	her	to	 leave	and	not	come	back.	She	went	to
another	church.	I	called	the	pastor	and	told	him	what	I	had	done	and	warned	him
of	her	conduct.	He	rejected	my	warning.	 In	 three	months	she	split	his	church	by
going	to	each	person	and	getting	them	to	focus	on	the	faults	of	the	pastor	(which
is	not	hard	to	find,	because	we	are	human).	After	sowing	the	seed	of	discontent,
his	congregation	turned	on	him.	The	result	was	devastating.

Then	 there	 are	 those	 who	 come	 to	 the	 church	 who	 claim	 to	 have	 a	 prophetic



ministry.	I	went	to	speak	at	a	church	that	had	first	had	a	man	come	and	conduct	a
prophecy	seminar.	A	women	of	the	congregation	related	this	story	to	me.

He	was	teaching	them	how	to	be	a	prophet.	At	one	of	the	breaks	in	the	seminar
she	overheard	one	of	the	participants	ask	the	instructor,	“What	if	I	do	not	have	a
prophecy	for	someone	who	has	asked	me	to	give	them	one?”	His	response	was
“If	you	do	not	have	anything	to	say	just	make	something	up.	They	will	never	know
anyway.”	This	is	the	conduct	of	a	false	prophet.	I	realize	that	this	is	not	always	the
case.	 There	 are	 those	who	 legitimately	 operate	 in	 these	 gifts.	 But	what	 ever	 is
spoken	to	you	must	be	weighed	against	the	Word	of	God	and	only	time	will	tell	of
the	accuracy	of	what	was	said	to	you.

Sheep’s	clothing	means	–	“a	lamb-like	exterior”.	On	the	outside	they	appear	to	be
living	a	Godly	 life.	They	know	what	 to	say,	how	 to	act,	 “…but	 inwardly	 they	are
ravenous	 wolves.”	 Inwardly	 is	 the	 place	 where	 God	 sees.	 He	 looks	 upon	 our
motives.	 The	 plans	 that	 have	 been	 formed	 and	 what	 we	 believe	 in	 our	 secret
places.	They	may	be	hidden	from	others	around	us,	but	not	from	God.	Eventually
what	is	inside	comes	out.

A	ravenous	wolf	is	a	“robber	or	extortioner”.	They	come	in	and	rob	from	you.	Your
vision,	strength,	blessing,	joy	and	purpose.	If	allowed	they	will	take	everything	that
God	 has	 promised.	 Churches	 and	 pastors	 are	 so	 desperate	 to	 increase	 their
attendance	that	they	do	not	question	people	about	where	they	have	been	and	why
they	are	at	 the	church.	Wolves	are	“cruel,	greedy	and	destructive.”	They	are	not
coming	in	to	help	your	church	they	are	there	to	destroy.	Sent	by	Satan	just	for	that
purpose.

We	have	always	had	a	ninety-day	 rule	 in	 the	 churches	we	have	pastored.	This
allows	time	for	me	to	get	to	know	the	people	that	have	come	in	and	for	them	to	get
to	know	us.	Know	our	vision	and	direction	and	to	determine	whether	or	not	 they
want	to	join	us.

Remember	 that	wolves	run	 in	packs.	They	either	come	in	as	a	pack	or	a	 leader
will	 rise	and	gather	around	themselves	a	pack	of	wolves.	How	many	times	have
you	heard,	“I	am	not	the	only	who	feels	this	way”?	The	wolves	run	in	packs	and
attack	in	packs.

These	wolves	can	be	on	your	staff,	 council,	 board	or	people	 in	 the	pew.	 I	have
heard	of	accounts	of	pastors	going	on	vacation	only	to	return	to	find	out	that	the



board	had	a	meeting	while	he	was	gone.	Upon	his	return	they	notified	him	that	he
was	no	longer	the	pastor	and	had	thirty	days	to	move	out	of	the	church	parsonage
and	get	a	new	church	or	job.

When	a	Minister	is	Wounded	by	those	over	Him

There	are	advantages	and	disadvantages	to	being	in	a	denomination	or	fellowship
of	churches.	The	advantages	are:

1.)	Accountability	for	the	Senior	Pastor	and	leadership	of	a	church.	The	people	in
the	congregation	have	someone	who	is	over	the	leaders	of	the	congregation
if	they	believe	that	things	are	getting	off	track.

2.)	 When	 a	 pastor	 or	 lead	 elder	 steps	 down	 there	 is	 a	 pool	 of	 like-minded
individuals	who	can	be	called	on	to	fill	the	leadership	positions.

3.)	More	can	be	accomplished	as	a	group	than	as	an	individual.	The	pooling	of
resources	can	support	missionary	families,	men,	women,	youth,	children	and
other	ministries.

An	independent	church	may	not	be	able	to	have	access	to	these	advantages	but
for	them	there	are	other	pluses:

1.)	There	is	no	denomination	or	group	telling	you	what	to	believe.	Or	to	interfere
with	your	vision	or	direction	that	the	church	is	going.

2.)	 Your	 finances	 can	 all	 be	 directed	 to	 the	 ministries	 and	 projects	 of	 your
choosing.

3.)	You	do	not	have	leaders	over	you	who	have	influence	on	your	future.

Having	 served	 in	 both	 roles,	 I	 can	 honestly	 say	 that	 one	 is	 not	 better	 than	 the
other.	It	is	a	matter	of	how	God	is	directing	each	leader	and	congregation.

Which	brings	me	to	my	original	point.	Some	pastors	and	churches	have	removed
themselves	 from	 denominational	 covering	 because	 they	 have	 been	 hurt	 by	 the
actions	 of	 the	 leaders.	 Having	 served	 as	 a	 district	 superintendent,	 I	 know	 how
difficult	it	is	to	make	decisions	concerning	pastors	and	churches.	Sometimes	it	is
dealing	with	a	pastor	who	 is	greatly	 loved	by	 the	members	of	his	 congregation,
and	even	 though	 there	was	disciplinary	action	 taken	because	of	a	moral	 failure,
they	wanted	 him	 to	 remain	 the	 pastor.	Unless	 the	 failure	was	 sexual	 in	 nature,



then	 the	 likelihood	of	him	staying	diminished	greatly.	 In	most	denominations	 the
pastor	 remaining	 as	 leader	 is	 not	 acceptable.	 The	 church	 will	 pull	 out	 of	 the
denomination	 and	 become	 independent	 leaving	 a	 bad	 taste	 in	 their	mouths	 for
organized	religion.

Sometimes	 a	 church	 leader	 will	 make	 decisions	 that	 will	 impact	 the	 future	 of
pastors	 to	advance	up	 the	organizational	 ladder.	Unfortunately,	all	 too	often	 it	 is
not	what	you	know,	but	who	you	know.

This	 scenario	 is	 played	 out	 behind	 closed	 doors.	 Men	 and	 women	 who	 are
qualified	and	called	to	go	to	the	next	level	of	leadership	are	denied	because	they
were	 not	 in	 the	 right	 circle.	 Worse	 yet,	 those	 who	 are	 promoted	 had	 fewer
qualifications.	A	short	time	on	the	job	their	inability	to	lead	becomes	apparent,	yet
they	 are	 left	 in	 those	 positions	 because	 the	 leadership	 will	 not	 recognize	 their
mistake	and	correct	 it.	The	problem	with	this	is	that	not	only	is	the	person	in	the
office	 suffering,	 so	 are	 the	 people	 they	 are	 overseeing.	 Thus	 many	 men	 and
women	 leave	 for	 independent	 church	 positions	 or	 leave	 the	ministry	 altogether.
Because	they	see	the	politics	of	denomination	leadership.

In	James	3:6c	reads,	“The	tongue	…	sets	on	fire	the	course	of	nature,	and	it	is	set
on	fire	by	hell.”	To	set	something	on	fire	means	to	have	the	power	to	destroy	or	to
operate	destructively.

The	next	part	says,	“…the	course	of	nature”.	The	word	“course”	here	means	the
course	of	nature	or	wheel	of	 life.	The	tongue	can	destroy	someone	else’s	 life	by
changing	the	course	that	had	been	set	for	them	by	God.	James	tells	us	this	kind
of	destructiveness	is	from	hell	or	influenced	by	hell.	Yes,	God	called	you	to	rise	to
the	next	 level	of	 leadership	that	He	prepared	for	you.	But	 the	powers	that	are	 in
charge	 made	 decisions	 that	 actually	 changed	 the	 course	 of	 your	 life.	 You	 find
yourself	baffled	as	to	what	happened.	You	begin	to	doubt	your	ability	to	hear	from
God.

You	may	be	a	strong	and	outspoken	 leader	or	maybe	you	spoke	your	mind	to	a
leader	over	you.	Then	while	in	a	council	meeting	it	is	determined	that	they	do	not
want	 such	 boldness	 in	 leadership.	 Not	 only	 are	 you	 shattered	 because	 of	 the
outcome	of	their	decision,	but	something	else	has	happened,	you	have	joined	the
ranks	of	the	“Functioning	Wounded”.

You	have	 to	go	about	your	daily	duties.	Listening	 to	 the	struggle	of	others	while



you	are	trying	to	cope	with	your	own	disappointment.	It	is	very	difficult	to	care	for
and	reach	out	in	this	state	of	mind,	but	you	must	carry	on.	The	truth	is	unless	you
have	 dealt	 with	 the	 wounds	 that	 you	 have	 sustained,	 whether	 they	 came	 from
people	in	the	church	or	from	a	leader	over	you,	you	must	deal	with	and	receive	a
healing	from	the	events	 that	have	happened.	 If	not,	you	will	carry	 these	wounds
with	you	from	church	to	church	or	ministry	to	ministry.

Abusive	Relationship

This	may	be	one	of	 the	best-kept	 secrets	 in	 the	 church	and	 the	world.	Abusive
relationships	 fall	 into	many	categories.	As	we	have	already	mentioned	 there	are
abusive	church	 leaders.	So	we	will	move	on	and	cover	other	 relationships.	 I	will
only	mention	two	types	of	abuses.

First,	 is	 verbal	 abuse,	 which	most	 often	 is	 done	 behind	 closed	 doors,	 only	 the
spouse	 and	 children	 know	 what	 is	 happening.	 This	 is	 again	 a	 reminder	 of	 the
power	of	 James	3:6c,	 “The	 tongue	…	sets	on	 fire	 the	course	of	 nature”.	 Verbal
abuse	can	change	 the	course	of	 someone’s	outcome	 in	 life.	A	child	or	an	adult
who	has	been	told	they	are	dumb	or	stupid	has	a	mountain	to	climb	in	life	if	they
are	going	to	accomplish	anything.	The	same	for	the	one	who	has	been	told	they
are	unattractive	and	that	no	one	would	want	them.

Physical	 abuse	 is	 hidden	 by	 wearing	 clothing	 or	 extra	 makeup	 to	 cover	 the
bruising.	Now	you	have	stood	up	to	 the	abuser,	maybe	confronted	them	with	an
ultimatum	 that	 if	 it	 does	 not	 stop,	 you	 will	 turn	 them	 over	 to	 the	 authorities	 or
leave.	 This	 works	 for	 a	 while	 but	most	 often	 the	 person	 slips	 back	 to	 their	 old
ways.

In	one	church	we	pastored,	a	lady	had	called	me	to	make	an	appointment	saying
that	 it	was	urgent.	When	she	entered	my	office	she	began	 to	cry	uncontrollably.
After	 praying	 and	 waiting	 for	 her	 to	 calm	 down,	 she	 began	 to	 tell	 me	 of	 her
husband’s	violent	temper.	I	was	shocked!	He	was	the	quietest	man	in	the	church.
A	 few	 weeks	 later	 she	 called	 and	 asked	 me	 to	 come	 to	 her	 house	 as	 fast	 as
possible.	Before	my	arrival	he	had	flipped	over	the	furniture	in	the	living	room	and
had	tore	pictures	off	the	wall.	The	place	was	a	mess.	I	came	to	realize	that	he	was
using	 his	 anger	 to	 control	 and	 intimidate	 his	 family	 into	 submission.	 But	 as	 the
children	 grew	 older	 and	 eventually	 left	 home,	 they	 refused	 to	 let	 his	 outbursts



affect	them.	Of	course	that	made	him	even	madder.	Now	the	children	only	come
around	when	necessary.	They	have	little	use	for	their	father.

Once	 the	 decision	 has	 been	 made	 to	 bring	 the	 abuse	 to	 an	 end,	 the	 next
challenge	will	be	trying	to	recover	from	the	physical,	mental	and	emotional	scars.
The	goal	now	is	to	rebuild	your	life.	The	hardest	part	of	that	journey	is	somehow	to
learn	to	trust	people	again.

The	Loss	of	a	Loved	One

The	death	of	a	loved	one	is	one	of	the	most	difficult	and	heartbreaking	events	we
experience	 in	 life.	 Whether	 it	 is	 a	 sudden	 death	 or	 you	 have	 witnessed	 their
gradual	decline	and	suffering	from	a	disease	that	has	taken	their	life.	I	remember
the	morning	I	received	the	phone	call	that	my	dad	had	passed	away.	We	had	just
been	with	him	a	few	days	before.	We	were	celebrating	my	parent’s	35th	wedding
anniversary.	Dad	was	laughing,	joking	and	enjoying	the	moment.	He	appeared	to
be	perfectly	normal.	Then	the	call	came	from	out	of	nowhere	that	he	was	dead.	A
heart	attack	at	sixty-one.

In	a	three-year	period	my	grandmother	died,	my	dad	died,	my	mother	died	and	my
mother-in-law	had	died.	Grief	overload!	It	took	me	over	a	year	to	adjust	to	the	void
that	 was	 in	 our	 lives.	 What	 a	 reality	 check!	 You	 know	 that	 people	 do	 not	 live
forever.	But	when	it	actually	happens,	it	causes	you	to	re-think	what	is	important	in
life.

The	sudden	death	of	a	spouse,	child	or	other	loved	one	is	devastating.	Especially,
if	they	were	a	young	man	or	woman	who’s	life	was	still	ahead	of	them.	This	kind	of
loss	is	hard	to	comprehend.	We	struggle	with	how	would	God	have	allowed	such
a	tragedy	to	take	place.	Where	was	He?	What	was	their	spiritual	condition	at	the
time	of	death?

Maybe	you	have	been	praying	for	someone	who	is	dying	asking	for	God	to	heal
them.	You	have	been	trusting	God	to	intervene	on	their	behalf.	Believing	God	for	a
miraculous	 healing.	 To	 your	 disappointment	 the	 word	 comes	 that	 they	 have
passed	away.	Why	did	God	not	 answer	 your	 prayer?	You	 trusted,	 you	 believed
your	faith	was	engaged	with	all	of	the	spiritual	strength	you	could	muster.	You	did
everything	 the	 Bible	 instructs	 us	 to	 do	 when	 believing	 God	 for	 a	 miracle.	 But



instead	you	find	yourself	standing	next	to	a	casket.

Not	only	are	you	dealing	with	 the	devastating	 loss	of	a	 loved	one.	But	you	must
also	deal	with	the	death	of	a	vision.	The	plans	that	had	been	made	for	the	future,
will	not	take	place.	I	know	for	many	couples	(my	wife	and	I	 included)	have	often
talked	about	our	 future.	The	direction	of	our	ministry,	where	we	would	 like	 to	be
five	 years	 from	now.	The	hope	we	have	and	how	we	 think	we	are	going	 to	get
there.	But	when	the	person	you	are	making	plans	with	dies,	so	does	your	future
with	them.	With	time	and	healing	there	will	be	a	new	vision	and	new	hopes	again.

The	Loss	of	a	Friendship

The	 final	 topic	 I	 would	 like	 to	 address	 before	 we	 move	 on	 is	 the	 loss	 of	 a
friendship.	 Suffering	 the	 loss	 of	 a	 close	 friendship	 is	 extremely	 difficult	 when	 it
comes	 to	 an	 end.	 The	 parting	 of	 the	 ways	 could	 have	 been	 as	 simple	 as	 you
deciding	 to	 do	 something	 different	 and	 not	 including	 them	 and	 it	 was	 taken
personally.	They	may	have	demanded	 that	 you	choose	a	side	 in	 the	midst	of	 a
church	split	or	a	relationship	they	are	in.	They	wanted	your	opinion	and	you	gave
it	and	it	was	not	what	they	wanted	to	hear.	Someone	you	had	been	friends	with	for
years	won’t	even	speak	to	you.	You	have	tried	to	speak	to	them	wanting	to	restore
your	friendship,	but	they	will	not	even	acknowledge	your	efforts.

The	 Ten	 Laws	 will	 guide	 you	 through	 the	 healing	 process	 and	 the	 journey	 of
rebuilding	your	life.	As	we	delve	into	the	book	of	Nehemiah,	the	healing	steps	are
outlined	for	us.	Not	only	for	these	issues	but	the	ones	I	have	not	yet	mentioned.
We	will	follow	the	lessons	of	rebuilding	that	are	found	in	God’s	word.

In	each	of	these	scenarios	you	will	be	tempted	to	blame	God	or	be	angry	at	God
for	allowing	these	things	to	happen	to	you.	Why	didn’t	He	prevent	 it?	Why	didn’t
He	 stop	 this	 from	 happening?	 Why	 did	 He	 let	 it	 go	 this	 far?	 Where	 was	 His
protection?	Where	was	His	promise?	I	hope	to	answer	those	questions	and	bring
peace	to	the	turmoil	you	are	experiencing.

Living	in	the	Ruins

After	the	initial	shock	of	what	has	happened,	you	will	be	faced	with	the	decision	of



living	in	the	ruins	of	what	has	taken	place.	Or	gather	the	strength	to	change	your
circumstances	 and	 walk	 through	 the	 process	 of	 healing.	 The	 children	 of	 Israel
were	 faced	with	 the	 same	 dilemmas.	 But	 they	 chose	 to	 live	 in	 the	 ruins	 of	 the
broken	 walls	 and	 burnt	 gates.	 Instead	 of	 taking	 it	 upon	 themselves	 to	 rebuild
them.

In	 586	 BC,	 Nebuchadnezzar	 marches	 his	 armies	 to	 the	 city	 of	 Jerusalem.	 He
destroyed	the	city,	pillaged	the	temple	of	God,	burned	the	gates	and	tore	down	the
walls	of	the	city.	The	people	are	lead	away	which	begins	the	Babylonian	captivity.

Nehemiah’s	assignment	 from	God	is	 to	rebuild	 the	walls	and	hang	the	gates.	To
rebuild	that	which	protects.	Walls	have	only	two	functions.	They	are	either	built	to
keep	something	out	or	something	in.	Both	are	viewed	as	ways	of	protecting.	Walls
can	be	defined	in	three	categories.

1.)	The	first	is	the	literal	wall	such	as	the	one	Nehemiah	is	rebuilding	around	the
city	 of	 Jerusalem.	 It	 would	 keep	 Nebuchadnezzar’s	 army	 at	 bay.	 But
Nebuchadnezzar	set	up	camp	and	waited	for	the	people	of	the	city	to	run	out
of	supplies.	The	walls	that	were	built	to	protect	them	becomes	a	prison.	There
was	no	choice	then	but	to	open	the	gates	and	surrender.	It	was	this	or	die.

2.)	The	second	category	 is	the	spiritual	significance.	This	 is	a	great	example	of
how	Satan	works	out	his	plans	against	us.	He	camps	outside	of	your	life	and
waits	for	an	opening	so	he	can	enter.	There	may	not	be	a	great	assault	on	the
wall	 of	 protection	 around,	 yet	 he	 sits	 outside	 tempting	 and	 drawing	 you	 to
open	the	gates	and	drop	your	guard.	Once	this	is	done	he	will	enter	into	your
life	 seizing	 the	opportunity	 that	 you	gave	him.	Then	 the	destruction	begins.
Just	 like	Nebuchadnezzar,	Satan	will	destroy,	 if	possible,	 the	very	 thing	 that
kept	him	out.	So	he	will	destroy	the	walls	and	burn	the	gates	of	your	life.

3.)	The	third	category	is	the	mental	and	emotional	walls	that	we	build	to	protect
ourselves.	The	walls	are	meant	to	keep	people	out	or	at	least	at	a	distance.
There	 are	 reasons	 this	 is	 done.	 Some	 do	 it	 because	 they	 have	 been	 so
deeply	 hurt.	 We	 have	 a	 need	 to	 protect	 ourselves	 and	 to	 prevent	 it	 from
happening	 again.	 As	 much	 as	 it	 is	 in	 our	 power	 to	 do	 so.	 Others	 put	 up
mental	 and	 emotional	 walls	 because	 close	 relationships	 make	 them	 feel
uncomfortable.	 They	 lack	 the	 skills	 or	 ability	 to	 function	 in	 a	 normal
relationship	or	in	society.



We	 all	 have	 a	 protective	mechanism	 that	 will	 engage	 if	 we	 sense	 the	 need	 to
protect	ourselves.	The	key	is	to	put	up	the	wall	as	needed	and	lower	it	when	not
needed.	 The	 wall	 goes	 up	 to	 stop	 the	 enemy,	 stop	 the	 hurt,	 or	 to	 protect
ourselves.	But	if	you	do	not	learn	to	lower	the	wall	or	open	the	gates	you	may	be
keeping	out	what	God	wants	to	do	in	your	life.	You	may	be	keeping	out	the	love	of
your	family	who	needs	access	to	your	heart.	Even	though	walls	are	simple,	they
provide	a	very	valuable	function.	Thus,	Nehemiah’s	mandate	from	God	to	rebuild
the	walls	and	replace	the	gates.

By	 this	 time,	 one	 hundred	 forty-two	 years	 has	 passed	 since	Nebuchadnezzar’s
armies	destroyed	 the	city.	During	 that	 time	 the	people	chose	 to	 live	 in	 the	ruins.
There	are	people	all	around	us	who	are	living	in	the	ruins	of	what	has	happened
to	 them.	 They	 are	 in	 our	 families,	 we	 work	 next	 them	 and	 they	 attend	 our
churches.	There	is	no	desire	or	emotional	strength	to	change	their	circumstances.

For	one	hundred	and	forty-two	years	they	lived	their	lives	in	the	ruins	of	the	walls
and	gates.	Believing	 (allowing)	 the	 ruins	 to	become	a	normal	part	 of	 their	 lives.
The	 people	 of	 Jerusalem	went	 about	 their	 daily	 routines.	 They	married,	 buried,
raised	children	and	grandchildren	while	living	in	the	ruins.	This	went	on	to	the	third
and	fourth	generations.	The	children	who	were	born	during	this	time,	would	go	in
and	out	of	the	city	and	would	see	the	broken	walls	and	burnt	gates.	They	believed
that	living	in	the	ruins	was	a	normal	part	of	life.

Think	 of	 the	 people	 you	 know	 who	 are	 living	 in	 the	 brokenness	 of	 what	 has
happened	to	them.	They	are	accepting	the	ruins	of	what	has	happened	as	normal.
It	 is	 now	 a	 part	 of	 their	 everyday	 life.	 They	 lack	 the	 emotional	 and	 physical
strength	to	move	from	the	mindset	of	living	in	the	ruins	to	one	of	rebuilding.

God	does	not	want	you	living	in	the	ruins	of	what	has	happened	to	you.	Believing
that	brokenness	is	normal.	IT	IS	NOT	NORMAL.	Nor	is	it	where	God	wants	you	to
remain.	 Naturally,	 after	 a	 traumatic	 event	 there	 is	 a	 season	 of	 depression	 and
closing	up	our	spirits	emotionally.	You	may	need	to	get	professional	counseling	to
help	you	sort	through	what	has	happened	and	assist	you	in	setting	new	priorities.
Getting	someone	to	help	sort	through	what	must	be	taken	care	of	now:

1.)	Prayer	and	the	Word.

2.)	Bringing	stability	to	the	home	and	children

3.)	Hang	around	people	who	support	you	and	give	you	strength	(Church).



4.)	Get	up	and	go	to	work	everyday.

5.)	Provide	for	your	family	and	pay	the	bills.

God	does	not	want	you	living	in	the	ruins	of	past	hurts.	Yes,	you	have	been	deeply
hurt.	But	 instead	of	changing	 the	circumstances	we	adapt	 to	 them	and	 then	our
circumstances	become	our	environment	and	rule	our	lives.	This	is	not	God’s	plan
for	your	life.	He	wants	to	bring	you	out	of	the	ruins,	help	you	rebuild	your	life	under
His	direction	and	heal	 the	pain.	He	desires	 to	come	 into	your	 life	and	 rebuild	 it.
Only	He	can	take	the	pieces	of	what	has	happened,	turn	it	around	and	make	you
whole	again.

It	is	time	for	a	new	vision	with	new	hope,	new	promise	and	a	new	purpose.	But	if
you	look	at	your	circumstances	and	shrug	your	shoulders	telling	yourself,	“There
is	no	use	 to	 try,	 this	 is	 the	way	 life	 is	now	and	 it	will	never	change.”	 If	 that	view
becomes	your	mindset	you	will	never	be	motivated	to	get	out	of	 the	ruins	of	 the
past	and	embrace	the	possibilities	of	a	God-directed	future.
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