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 A cold winter wind blows across a frozen lake. 
Dozens of fish houses are set up on the ice. The 
chatter and laughter of ice anglers fill the air. 
 A group of friends trudge across the ice to 
one of the shelters. A small heater warms their 
fish house. Two chairs sit by a hole in the ice. 
One of the friends drops a baited fishing line 
into the hole and jigs it. Soon, she feels a tug. 
A fish took the bait! She pulls up a small 
bluegill and carefully unhooks it. It is very 
small, so she tosses it back into the lake. 
 Another friend returns from a second hole 
they drilled outside the fish house. She drops 
a yellow perch into a bucket. Soon, the bucket 
is filled with a variety of fish. Spending the 
day ice fishing with friends is so much fun!

4



5



66



 Dedicated anglers look forward to the 
arrival of winter. It signals the start of ice fishing 
season! In this activity, anglers catch fish from 
frozen lakes through holes in the ice. They also 
fish in frozen ponds, rivers, and streams. Ice 
fishing is popular in many parts of the world. 
North American anglers ice fish in Canada and 
the northern United States. Europeans enjoy 
ice fishing in Finland, Norway, Russia, Ukraine 
and other northern countries. 
 People have been ice fishing for thousands 
of years. Early ice anglers caught fish to survive 
the long, cold winters. Today’s anglers go ice 
fishing more for fun than necessity. Many enjoy 
being outside in nature, free from mosquitoes, 
flies, and other insects. Others want to spend 
time with friends and family in the shanty towns 
that spring up on the ice. Some ice anglers enjoy 
the challenge of catching the most or largest fish.
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