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Jump into the cockpit and take flight 

with Pilot books.  Your journey will 

take you on high-energy adventures 

as you learn about all that is wild, 

weird, fascinating, and fun!
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 A group of cavers peers into a dark opening on the 
side of a hill. It is the entrance to a cave. A map of the 
cave shows an underground passageway that leads to 
a large room. The cavers are excited to see what they 
will find there. Once the group steps inside, the light 
from the cave’s entrance quickly fades. Soon, they 
are in complete darkness. The only light comes from 
headlamps mounted on their helmets.
 The passageway is narrow and the ceiling is low. 
The cavers must crouch as they walk. Suddenly, they 
arrive at a wall. The path continues through a small 
opening near the ground. One by one, the cavers 
crawl through the hole on their bellies. On the other 
side is a vast chamber. A waterfall splashes into a 
crystal clear pool. Stalactites hang from the ceiling. 
Stalagmites rise from the cave’s floor. The cavers are 
astounded to find such wonders underground!
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 Caving is an activity where people explore natural 
underground areas called caves. Caves are plentiful, 
and many remain undiscovered. People explore caves 
to experience the fascinating world beneath the surface 
of the earth. Many seek to discover and map new 
territory. Cavers also enjoy pursuing new challenges. 
They navigate deep pits and narrow corridors to test 
their courage.
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 Some cavers are speleologists. These scientists explore 
caves to learn how they were formed. Rocks provide clues 
about the ancient geology of the earth. Speleologists 
examine insects and other animals to learn how they 
survive in the dark. Artifacts tell them about humans 
who lived in the caves long ago. Scientists also use the 
information they collect to teach others how to 
preserve these unique places.

Spelunking is another word for 

caving. Many people use the term 

spelunker for people who have little 

caving experience. Those with more 

experience are called cavers.
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