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Jump into the cockpit and  

take flight with Pilot books.  

Your journey will take you on 

high-energy adventures as you 

learn about all that is wild, weird, 

fascinating, and fun!
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In the dark of night, the Indonesian rain forest is alive 
with sounds. High in a tree, a small, furry animal clings to a  
branch that reaches straight up to the starry sky. Its large  
ears constantly wiggle back and forth. Huge, goggling eyes 
stare into the darkness. Then, its neck swivels around so  
that its head almost completely faces backward. Its ears perk  
up and stop moving. The tarsier has heard something it likes.

Suddenly, the animal springs from one branch to another. 
Within a second of landing, the tarsier is holding a cricket 
with its long, thin fingers. It keeps watch by rotating its head 
back and forth while its sharp teeth munch on the cricket. 
As soon as the tarsier finishes its meal, it leaps off into  
the night to find something else to devour.
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The tarsier is a small primate known for its enormous 
eyes and long hind legs. This tiny animal often measures 
between 4 and 6 inches (10 and 15 centimeters),  
and its tail usually grows to be around 8 to 10 inches  
(20 to 25 centimeters) long. It can weigh as little  
as 2 ounces (57 grams). However, most tarsiers  
weigh around 5 ounces (142 grams).

The tarsier spends much of its time in a  
crouched position. This means the tarsier’s long  
hind legs often look shorter than they are. Its long  
tail is usually fully visible, though. Most species  
have hairless tails. Their tails do not have the thick  
gray or brown velvety fur that covers their bodies.  
However, some species have a little puff of hair  
on the tip of the tail.
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