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A Newfoundland dog named Boo walked with his 
owner along a California river. The river’s current was 
strong. Suddenly, Boo saw a man struggling to stay 
afloat in the water. The brave dog jumped into the river 
and swam to the man. Boo grabbed the man’s arm and 
pulled him safely to shore.

The man was very lucky that Boo happened to 
walk by that day. The man was deaf and did not speak. 
When he fell into the river, he could not call for help. 
Boo did not have any training in water rescue. He 
used his instincts to save the man. In 1996, the
Newfoundland Club  
of America 
awarded Boo 
a medal for 
his heroism.
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water rescue
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A Ton of Strength!

Newfoundlands can pull 

more than 2,000 pounds 

(907 kilograms).
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Water rescue dogs can be seen jumping from boats 
and running along shorelines. They are specially trained 
dogs that save people from drowning and other water 
emergencies. These canine lifeguards often have the 
ability to do what human lifeguards cannot. Many have the 
strength to tow people and small boats to shore through 
rough waters.

Many dog breeds can be trained to be water rescue 
dogs, but large breeds are the best fit for the job. They 
have the size and strength to do the towing. No matter the 
breed, all water rescue dogs must be friendly to people and 
other dogs. Endurance is also important. The strongest 
dogs can swim more than 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) in 
choppy waters. Above all, water rescue dogs must have 
plenty of energy and enthusiasm for water activities. 
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