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Two skiers are halfway down a mountain. Suddenly, 
they hear a loud roar. They look up to see a huge mass 
of snow sliding toward them. This is an avalanche! 
The snow moves fast and covers everything in its path.  
The skiers do not have time to get away. Soon, they are 
buried deep in snow. Will they make it out alive? 

A team of rescuers arrives at the scene as soon as 
possible. They bring a specially trained dog. Its handler 
gives a command. “Search!” The dog runs through the 
snow. It sniffs for the smell of humans. Within minutes, 
the dog gives a bark and begins to dig. The rescuers 
join in with shovels. Finally, they find one of the skiers. 
They pull him to safety. 
Soon, the dog starts to 
dig again. It has found 
the other skier. Both 
are safe thanks to this 
heroic dog!
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Snow search dogs use their sense of smell to sniff for 
people lost or buried in the snow. These brave canines 
have been rescuing people for more than 200 years. 
The Saint Bernard was one of the first breeds used for 
snow rescues. These large dogs helped rescue people 
traveling through the Swiss Alps.

Today, a variety of other breeds are 
commonly used as snow search dogs. 
These include Border Collies, German 
Shepherds, Golden Retrievers, and 
Labrador Retrievers. Many snow search 
dogs are mixed breeds that come  
from shelters.

Border 
Collie

German  
Shepherd

Golden  
Retriever

Labrador 
Retriever

Breeds of Snow Search Dogs
Saint 

Bernard
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Snow search dogs must be fit, strong, and eager to 
learn. They must enjoy working with other dogs in snow 
and cold temperatures. Snow search dogs often work in 
busy ski areas. They must be friendly with people and 
remain calm when stress is high. The dogs also need to 
have victim loyalty. This means they stay with trapped 
victims until the rescue team arrives.

Profile: Golden Retriever
Intelligence

The Golden Retriever is the fourth 
smartest dog breed. The dog will 
learn new commands with little 
repetition and will obey them 

almost every time.

Size
Height: 20 to 24 inches  
(51 to 61 centimeters)

 
Weight: 55 to 80 pounds  

(25 to 36 kilograms)

Sensitive Nose
The Golden Retriever 
has more than 200 

million scent receptors 
in its nose. A human 
has only 5 million.
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