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Kyle Smith has post-polio syndrome. This condition 
makes his arms and legs weak, and he tires easily. As a 
result, he uses a wheelchair to move around. Kyle’s yellow 
Labrador Retriever, Trooper, helps him stay independent. 
Trooper is a highly trained service dog that keeps close to 
Kyle’s side.

When Kyle wants a snack, Trooper tugs on a strap to 
open the refrigerator door. When things fall on the floor, 
Trooper picks them up 
and drops them in Kyle’s 
hands. Trooper also 
uses his nose to push 
buttons to open doors 
for Kyle. Trooper is the 
best tail-wagging helper 
Kyle could ask for!
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People with disabilities want to live independent 
lives. Service dogs make this possible for them. These 
specially trained dogs live with their partners and help 
with daily needs around the house. They also help their 
partners in public places. The law allows service dogs 
to go anywhere their partners go. They accompany 
their partners to work and school. They are allowed in 
restaurants, movie theaters, grocery stores, and malls. 
Service dogs even travel with their partners on buses, 
trains, and subways. When service dogs fly on planes, 
they sit in the cabin at their partner’s feet.

The most common service dog breeds are the Golden 
Retriever and Labrador Retriever. They are known for 
their intelligence and gentle nature. Many other breeds, 
both large and small, are also used for service work. No 
matter the breed, service dogs must be smart, friendly, 
and loyal. They also must be eager to work!
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The First Service DogA small black Labrador and Golden Retriever mix named Abdul made history in the mid-1970s. He became the first service dog to partner with a physically disabled person. Abdul was also the first service dog to visit Disneyland!

Labrador
Retriever

Golden
Retriever

Great
Dane

Breeds Of
Service Dogs
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