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It was a Friday night in Vancouver, Canada. Teak, an 
eight-year-old German Shepherd, was on police duty 
with his handler, Officer Derrick Gibson. Suddenly, the 
team received a call about a robbery at a gas station. 
The partners raced to the scene.

The robber ran out of the gas station before Teak and 
Gibson arrived. But he did not get far. Teak and Gibson 
tracked him to a nearby neighborhood. At first, Gibson 
held on to Teak’s leash. He gave the robber a chance to 
surrender. When the robber refused, Gibson released 
Teak and commanded him to grab the robber with his 
teeth. Teak brought the robber to the ground, but the 
robber fought back. He stabbed Teak in the neck with 
a knife!

When the robber was under control, Gibson rushed 
Teak to a veterinarian. Teak needed 30 stitches to
close the wound. In time, Teak completely recovered. 
He retired from the police force a canine hero.
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Police dogs are valued members of police departments 
all over the world. They help officers fight crime and save 
lives. In the early 1900s, police dogs appeared on the 
scene in the United States. For decades, their numbers 
remained small. In the 1970s, police dog training improved. 
Police forces around the country began to include dogs on 
their teams. Today, thousands of canine officers are on the 
job every day.

Police dogs are trained to do specific jobs. Tracking 
dogs use their powerful sense of smell to find suspects. 
They follow scent trails on the ground and in the air. 
Detection dogs use their sense of smell to sniff for bombs, 
weapons, and illegal drugs. Cadaver dogs are trained to 
find dead bodies. Many police dogs help police officers 
maintain order. They guard suspects or help keep crowds 
under control.
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