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Jump into the cockpit and  

take flight with Pilot books. 

Your journey will take you on 

high-energy adventures as you 

learn about all that is wild, 

weird, fascinating, and fun!
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U.S. Army Sergeant Chuck Shuck and his military dog 
Gabe were on patrol with their unit in Iraq. They came to a 
suspicious farmhouse. Chuck gave a command to Gabe. 
“Seek!” Gabe began to sniff the area. Soon, he located a 
strange smell inside the farmhouse. He sat down and 
stared at a pile of clothes. Chuck immediately recognized 
Gabe’s alert. The soldiers investigated and found a box 
filled with guns hidden beneath the clothes.

But Gabe was not finished. He picked up another 
strange smell. Gabe led Chuck to a pile of tires outside of 
the farmhouse. He lay on the ground and stared at the pile. 
Another alert! Chuck moved a tire. 
He found 100 rounds of 
ammunition. The soldiers 
took the guns and 
ammunition away. Thanks 
to Gabe, the enemy could 
never use these weapons 
to harm U.S. soldiers.
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Military dogs are important members of armed forces 
around the world. They provide support on missions and 
improve morale on and off base. In the United States, 
these canines are officially known as military working 
dogs, or MWDs. More than 2,500 MWDs serve in the 
U.S. Armed Forces. Many serve as patrol dogs. They 
walk with their handlers around military bases to guard 
against intruders.

Other military dogs are deployed off base with their 
handlers. Many of them are bomb sniffers. They use their 
powerful noses to locate deadly homemade bombs called 
IEDs, or improvised explosive devices. Military dogs 
also help with dangerous search assignments. The dogs 
sniff buildings to find illegal drugs. In combat zones, they 
follow scent trails to locate both enemies and missing 
soldiers. These brave dogs are often responsible for 
captures and rescues.
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Mission Possible
In 2011, a Belgian 

Malinois named Cairo 
helped the U.S. Navy 

SEALs find wanted terrorist 
Osama bin Laden.
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