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Jump into the cockpit and  

take flight with Pilot books. 

Your journey will take you on 

high-energy adventures as you 

learn about all that is wild, 

weird, fascinating, and fun!
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On September 11, 2001, Michael Hingson was 
working at his desk on the seventy-eighth floor of the 
World Trade Center. His guide dog Roselle slept quietly 
at his feet. Suddenly, Michael heard an explosion. 
A plane had crashed into the building!

The noise woke Roselle. She waited for Michael to give 
her instructions. Michael smelled smoke and heard people 
shouting. He stood up and grabbed Roselle’s harness. 
“Forward,” he said. Roselle guided Michael to a stairwell. 
The stairwell was dark and smoky, but Roselle remained 
calm. She guided Michael and others down more 
than 1,000 stairs. 
They reached 
fresh air and 
safety moments 
before the building 
collapsed. Roselle 
helped save many 
lives that day.
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Specially trained canines called guide dogs make 
sure sight challenges do not prevent their handlers
from being mobile. They lead people who are blind or 
visually impaired from one place to another. Walking 
outdoors and in public places is easier with a guide dog. 
The dog can see the safest route and guide the handler 
away from obstacles. Public places, including schools, 
restaurants, and malls, welcome guide dogs. Buses, 
trains, subways, and airplanes let guide dogs ride along 
with their handlers.

Guide dogs must be intelligent, friendly, and alert. They 
must enjoy serving people. They also must have stamina 
to work long days. The most common guide dog breeds 
are Labrador Retrievers, Golden Retrievers, and German 
Shepherds. Some people also use Standard Poodles or 
Boxers as guide dogs.
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