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Jump into the cockpit and  

take flight with Pilot books. 

Your journey will take you on 

high-energy adventures as you 

learn about all that is wild, 

weird, fascinating, and fun!
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Passengers hurry to catch their flights at a busy 
New York City airport. They do not realize that their 
lives are in danger. Someone has made a bomb threat 
over the telephone. The caller threatened to detonate 
bombs that would blow up several airplanes.

Police quickly bring Brandy, a specially trained 
German Shepherd, onto an airplane. The dog uses 
her sensitive nose to sniff for explosives. She sniffs a 
black briefcase in the cockpit and sits down next to it. 
This is the signal! Brandy has smelled a bomb. A team 
of bomb technicians rushes to the 
plane. They find enough 
explosives inside the 
briefcase to destroy the 
plane. They disarm the 
bomb minutes before it is 
set to explode. The brave 
German Shepherd saved 
many lives that day!
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People began to train dogs to be bomb  
sniffers in the 1970s. Dogs have an excellent 
sense of smell and can cover a large area 
in a short amount of time. Trained dogs can 
smell and find explosives much faster than 
people. Bomb-sniffing dogs learn to identify 
different explosives, weapons, and materials 
used to make bombs. These include dynamite, 
gunpowder, and plastic explosives.

Three dog breeds are commonly used 
as bomb-sniffing dogs. They are German 
Shepherds, Labrador Retrievers, and Belgian 
Malinois. Springer Spaniels and Vizslas also 
make great bomb-sniffing dogs. All of these 
breeds are known for their energy, intelligence, 
and loyalty. Bomb-sniffing dogs must have other 
qualities, too. They must be able to stay calm in 
crowds. They also need to enjoy playing because 
finding explosives is like a game.
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Get a WhiffDogs have up to 60 times more 

receptor cells in their noses than 
people. Their sense of smell is 

thousands of times more sensitive 
than a human’s! 

Labrador  
Retriever

German  
Shepherd

Belgian  
Malinois

Springer  
Spaniel

Vizsla

Breeds of 
Bomb-Sniffing 

Dogs
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