
C: 0 M:36 Y:100 K:0
C:0 M:66 Y:100 K:0

C: 0 M:50 Y:100 K:0C: 85 M:100 Y:0 K:0 C: 80 M:100 Y:0 K:0



C: 0 M:36 Y:100 K:0

C:0 M:66 Y:100 K:0

C: 0 M:50 Y:100 K:0

C: 85 M:100 Y:0 K:0
C: 80 M:100 Y:0 K:0

Jump into the cockpit and  

take flight with Pilot books.  

Your journey will take you on 

high-energy adventures as 

you learn about all that is wild, 

weird, fascinating, and fun!

This edition first published in 2013 by Bellwether Media, Inc.

No part of this publication may be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission of the publisher. 
For information regarding permission, write to Bellwether Media, Inc., Attention: Permissions Department, 
5357 Penn Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55419.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Green, Sara, 1964-
 The tiger shark / by Sara Green.
     pages cm. --  (Pilot. Shark fact files)
 Audience: 8-12.
 Summary: “Engaging images accompany information about the tiger shark. The combination of high-interest subject 
matter and narrative text is intended for students in grades 3 through 7” --Provided by publisher.
 Includes bibliographical references and index.
 ISBN 978-1-60014-872-9 (hardcover : alk. paper)
1. Tiger shark--Juvenile literature. I. Title.
 QL638.95.C3G75 2013
 597.3’4--dc23
					     2012036144

Text copyright © 2013 by Bellwether Media, Inc. PILOT and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered 
trademarks of Bellwether Media, Inc. SCHOLASTIC, CHILDREN’S PRESS, and associated logos are trademarks and/or 
registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. 

Printed in the United States of America, North Mankato, MN.



Tiger Shark: Identified.............................. 4

Tiger Shark: Tracked............................... 10

Tiger Shark: Current Status................... 16

Glossary...................................................... 22

To Learn More............................................ 23

Index............................................................. 24



4

	 A surfer paddles into the ocean 
off the coast of Hawaii. His foot 
dangles in the cool water as he 
waits for a giant wave to ride to 
shore. Suddenly a long, pointed fin 
appears ahead of him. He quickly 
pulls his foot out of the water. A 
large shark with a blunt nose swims 
beneath him. Faint black stripes 
line its gray back. It’s a tiger shark! 
This is one of the largest, most 
dangerous sharks in the ocean. The 
surfer breathes a sigh of relief when 
the tiger shark swims away. Then 
he quickly paddles back to shore. 
There will be no surfing today!
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caudal fin
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	 The tiger shark gets its name from the spots and stripes 
on its gray body. Its belly is yellowish white in color. This 
countershading allows the shark to blend in with the 
colors of the ocean and sneak up on prey. The tiger shark 
averages 10 to 14 feet (3 to 4.3 meters) in length and 
weighs up to 1,400 pounds (635 kilograms). The largest 
tiger sharks grow to be more than 20 feet (6.1 meters) long 
and can weigh nearly 2,000 pounds (907 kilograms). 

human

tiger shark



dorsal fins

pectoral fins

	 The tiger shark’s skeleton is made of cartilage.  
This light, flexible tissue allows it to move and bend 
easily. The shark sways its powerful caudal fin to gain 
speed. The pectoral fins allow it to steer and slow down. 
The dorsal fins keep the shark upright and balanced.
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