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 Two divers descend into the deep 
blue waters off the coast of Cocos 
Island, Costa Rica. They hope to 
witness a spectacular sight. As 
they peer up at the sunlit waters 
above them, their wish comes true. 
A school of hammerhead sharks 
passes overhead. Each has a wide, 
flat head. The divers try to count 
them, but they soon give up. There 
are at least a hundred sharks. All too 
soon, the last of the sharks swim by 
on their way to deeper waters. 
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The scientific name for the hammerhead shark is Sphyrna, the Greek word for “hammer.”
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 Hammerhead sharks, also 
called hammerheads, inhabit 
the Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian 
Oceans. They are also found 
in the Mediterranean Sea and 
Red Sea. Some hammerheads 
prefer to swim in deep waters 
far from shore. Others are 
found in shallow coastal waters, 
estuaries, and lagoons. 

= hammerhead shark territory
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 Hammerheads often travel in schools during the day. 
At night the schools break up and the sharks hunt alone. 
Many hammerheads migrate together each year. They 
often prefer to swim off northern coastlines during spring 
and summer. When temperatures cool in the fall and 
winter, they travel south to warmer waters. Migrating 
schools can include hundreds of hammerheads. 

Female hammerheads will sometimes move to the center of a school and shake their heads violently from side to side. They may do this to attract the attention of males.
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