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 Shallow waters off the Florida 
coast invite a group of swimmers 
on a hot day. One boy jumps off a 
dock into waist-deep surf to cool 
down. Suddenly, something bumps 
his leg and nearly knocks him over. 
Swimming near the ocean floor  
is a stocky gray shark with long 
pectoral fins. It is a bull shark, one 
of the most dangerous sharks in 
the world! The shark comes around 
again, this time to attack. The 
boy scrambles onto the dock and 
escapes the shark’s deadly jaws 
with only moments to spare.
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 Bull sharks live in the Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian 
Oceans. They often hunt for prey in warm, shallow 
waters near coastlines. They prefer to swim in water 
less than 100 feet (30 meters) deep, but they will swim 
to depths of 490 feet (150 meters). 
 The bull shark is one of the few types of sharks that 
can live in freshwater. Bull sharks have been found in 
rivers around the world, including the Amazon and the 
Mississippi. They will even enter lakes. Bull sharks have 
been spotted in Central America’s Lake Nicaragua and 
Louisiana’s Lake Pontchartrain.

= bull shark territory



 Many bull sharks migrate every year. Some leave 
tropical waters in the spring and summer to travel to 
northern coastlines. They swim south when water 
temperatures cool in the fall and winter. Pregnant 
females migrate to estuaries to give birth. Their pups 
stay safe from ocean predators in these shallow waters.

Bull sharks have traveled 

2,300 miles (3,700 kilometers) 

up the Amazon River and over 

1,800 miles (3,000 kilometers) 

up the Mississippi River.
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