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	 Schools of colorful fish dart around 
a coral reef in the Pacific Ocean. 
Suddenly, a brownish gray shark 
approaches the reef. It is hunting for a 
meal. The shark’s fins look like they’ve 
been dipped in black paint. This is the 
blacktip reef shark. The fish scatter, but 
the shark is a fast predator. It pursues 
them and catches several fish in one 
bite. After satisfying its hunger, the 
shark swims peacefully among the reef 
fish in the cool, blue water. 
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	 Blacktip reef sharks live in the Pacific Ocean, 
the Indian Ocean, and the Mediterranean Sea. 
They prefer to swim in shallow waters around 
coral reefs, lagoons, and mangrove forests. 
They occasionally enter bodies of freshwater.
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	 The average blacktip reef shark measures 6 feet  
(1.8 meters) long and weighs up to 100 pounds  
(45 kilograms). The shark’s coloring is an example of 
countershading. Its dark back and pale belly blend in 
with the ocean’s colors. This helps the shark sneak up 
on prey and hide from predators. 
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