


Junw>"“°thecoék
take flight with P!
your journey will ta
high-energd

you learn a :
weird, fascinating,

This edition first published in 2013 by Bellwether Media, Inc.

No part of this publication may be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission of the publisher.
For information regarding permission, write to Bellwether Media, Inc., Attention: Permissions Department,
5357 Penn Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55419.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Green, Sara, 1964-
The blacktip reef shark / by Sara Green.

pages cm. - (Pilot. Shark fact files)
Summary: “Engaging images accompany information about the blacktip reef shark. The combination of high-interest
subject matter and narrative text is intended for students in grades 3 through 7" -Provided by publisher.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-60014-867-5 (hardcover : alk. paper)
1. Blacktip shark-Juvenile literature. I Title.
QL638.95.C3G737 2013
597.3'4-dc23

2012029806

Text copyright © 2013 by Bellwether Media, Inc. PILOT and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered

pit and
ot books.

pout all t

ke you on

hat is wild,
and fun!

trademarks of Bellwether Media, Inc. SCHOLASTIC, CHILDREN'S PRESS, and associated logos are trademarks and/or

registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc.

Printed in the United States of America, North Mankato, MN.




off

TABLE OF
GCONTENTS

Blacktip Reef Shark: Identified............. 4
Blacktip Reef Shark: Tracked............... 10
Blacktip Reef Shark: Current Status...18
G 1O S S LI e e s oo 22

To LearnNn MOYKe ..o 23




Schools of colorful fish dart around
a coral reef in the Pacific Ocean.
Suddenly, a brownish gray shark
approaches the reef. It is hunting for a
meal. The shark’s fins look like they’ve
been dipped in black paint. This is the :
blacktip reef shark. The fish scatter, but \y &%
the shark is a fast predator. It pursues '
them and catches several fish in one
bite. After satisfying its hunger, the
shark swims peacefully among the reef
fish in the cool, blue water.






Blacktip reef sharks live in the Pacific Ocean,
the Indian Ocean, and the Mediterranean Sea.
They prefer to swim in shallow waters around
coral reefs, lagoons, and mangrove forests.
They occasionally enter bodies of freshwater.
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The average blacktip reef shark measures 6 feet
(1.8 meters) long and weighs up to 100 pounds
(45 kilograms). The shark’s coloring is an example of
countershading. Its dark back and pale belly blend in
with the ocean’s colors. This helps the shark sneak up
on prey and hide from predators.
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