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 It is a cold day on the Alaska Peninsula.  
On the bank of a creek, a brown bear 
splashes its big paws in the water. It is 
fishing for salmon. It does not notice the 
two bow hunters hiding in the nearby 
brush. They are waiting for a good shot.
 Suddenly the bear rears up on its hind 
legs. It looks to be about 10 feet (3 meters) 
tall. The hunters hold their breath as the 
huge animal steps toward them. One 
stands up and releases his arrow. It pierces 
the bear’s chest. The wounded animal 
stumbles away, but the hunters know the 
shot was fatal. They track the bear and  
find it dead a couple hundred feet away. 
They have a prize kill!
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Hunters have a scoring system for 

large trophy animals. The score of 

a trophy bear is the width plus the 

length of the bear’s skull. 
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 Bow hunting is a method of 
hunting game that involves archery. 
Experienced hunters take up bow 
hunting for its unique challenges. 
Some head to hunting ranches 
where professionals lead them on 
guided hunts. Professionals can also 
teach beginners the basics of the 
sport. It takes a lot of practice to 
master the bow.
 The bow has been used since 
ancient times. Early hunters used 
bows and arrows to kill animals for 
food. They made arrows out of pine 
and other kinds of wood. A hard 
rock called flint was used to sharpen 
arrows. Bows and arrows became 
less popular when firearms became 
hunting tools in the 1500s. However, 
those people who loved archery did 
not leave the bow behind. Over time, 
they developed more advanced bows 
and arrows to use for sport.
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