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 It was about 10:30 p.m. in northern Canada. 

The summer sun was still high in the sky.  
Alice Annanack decided she wanted to go for a 
walk. She peered out the windows of the cabin 
where she was staying with her husband, Tommy. 
They never went outside without checking for 
polar bears. The coast seemed to be clear.  
Alice stepped out into the brightly lit night.

 Suddenly, Alice heard a noise. She thought it 

was her husband. Instead, she turned to see the 
face of an angry polar bear. It was only two  
steps away. Alice stood frozen in terror as the  
bear lunged toward her. Then its powerful  
jaws closed around her skull. Alice’s screams 
echoed across the campground.



Polar Bears in the Wild 
Between 20,000 and 25,000 
polar bears currently live in the 
wild. As many as 15,000 of them 
live in Canada.
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Close Calls 
The bear’s teeth were just 0.08 inches 
(2 millimeters) away from Alice’s 
brain. Its claws came within 0.4 inches 
(1 centimeter) of her spine.
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 Alice felt her scalp tearing away. The polar bear’s teeth 
drilled into her skull. They were close to piercing her brain. 
But Alice would not give up without a fight. She brought a 
hand up to shield her head. The bear crushed her fragile 
limb in its jaws. Then it continued to maul her head. Pain 
flooded her body. Still Alice fought.

 Tommy heard his wife’s screams. He rushed outside 
with a rifle and aimed for the bear’s hind legs. He pulled 
the trigger. Nothing happened. Tommy raced back inside 
for his other gun. Alice felt the bear’s claws rip into her 
back. Then the animal began dragging her away. Alice 
did not lose hope. I refuse to be killed by you, she thought.
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