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 Mississippi teen William Crasto was just  
11 years old when his life changed forever.  
He and his family had gone on a fishing 
trip to Louisiana in the summer of 2007. 
The trip had been great except for the 
swarms of mosquitoes. It was shortly after 
the Crastos returned home that things started to 
go terribly wrong for William.

 A fever and pounding headache kept William 
home from school for a few days. Soon a 
mysterious rash spread over his body. Then he 
began vomiting. William’s illness made him so 
tired he could barely stay awake. His parents 
were worried. They hoped William’s flu-like 
symptoms would improve. Then William lost his 
sense of balance. That’s when the Crastos knew 
something was seriously wrong.



A Sneaky Sickness 
It can take weeks for a person 
to start feeling sick after being 
bitten by a diseased mosquito.
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 William’s parents rushed him to the 
hospital. By the next morning, he had 
lost feeling in his back and one of his 
legs. He couldn’t even get out of bed. 
One day, William almost did not  
wake up. His doctors ran test after test.  
It seemed they would never find the 
cause of William’s suffering.

 William was eventually sent home in 
a wheelchair. He returned to the hospital 
each week for blood tests. It would be 
three long months before the Crastos 
got the news they had been waiting for. 
The doctors finally discovered what had 
made William so sick. It was nothing 
more than a tiny mosquito.



Are You at Risk? 
Most people’s bodies can fight off 
diseases carried by mosquitoes.  
They might not even know they are sick. 
Young children and elderly adults are  
most at risk of having severe symptoms. 
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