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Jump into the cockpit and take flight with 
Pilot books. Your journey will take you on 
high-energy adventures as you learn about 
all that is wild, weird, fascinating, and fun!
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 Fifteen-year-old Romeo Reyes Jr. of Tucson, 
Arizona was ready to spend the rest of his 
Sunday afternoon relaxing. He and his 
father, brother, and cousin had been working 
hard to clean up their backyard. They were 
almost done for the day when Romeo’s father 
decided to tackle one more project.

 Mr. Reyes wanted to get rid of an old 
dresser that had been sitting in the yard for 
years. The dresser was wedged between a 
shed and a concrete wall. Mr. Reyes climbed 
into the tight spot. He didn’t hear the faint 
buzzing as he got closer. He had no idea a 
large colony of killer bees was preparing to 
defend their home.



5



6



Terror in Arizona 
Killer bees first appeared in 
Arizona in 1993. They have 
since taken over every hive 
in the state.
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 Mr. Reyes opened the top drawer of the 
dresser. Within seconds, a swarm of killer 
bees was attacking his face. They plunged 
their stingers deep into his skin. Painful bumps 
spread across his body. Mr. Reyes was 
desperate to get away. He ran to the fence 
surrounding the yard and scrambled over it. 
Then he fell into the alley on the other side.

 Romeo saw his father fall and rushed to 
help him. That’s when he saw the deadly 
swarm. He tried to swat the bees away from 
his father. That only made them angrier. The 
lethal insects had found a new victim.
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