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Jump into the cockpit and take flight with 
Pilot books. Your journey will take you on 
high-energy adventures as you learn about 
all that is wild, weird, fascinating, and fun!
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 United States Staff Sergeant Monique Munro-Harris 

was a long way from home in November 2006. 
She had been sent to Iraq to help repair medical 
equipment with the 506th Expeditionary Medical 
Squadron. One evening after work, Monique stayed 
up late to watch a football game on TV. Soon she was 
struggling to keep her eyes open. She drifted off to 
sleep before the game was over.

 Monique woke up when she felt something crawl 

over her left ear. She reached up to brush it away 
and felt a sharp sting on her finger. Still half asleep, 
Monique barely reacted to the pain. Then she felt 
another sting on her side. This one jolted her awake. 
She shot out of bed and jumped around wildly to 
shake off her attacker. Once calm, Monique found  
a small scorpion on the floor.
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Home Base 
A deathstalker nest was later found 
near where Monique was attacked.
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 The scorpion was dead. Monique must 
have stepped on it in her panic. She wasn’t 
too concerned. Scorpions were common 
in the Iraqi desert. Still, she knew she 
should get her stings checked out. Monique 
scooped the scorpion into a box and took 
it to the hospital on base.

 The doctor thought Monique seemed 
fine. To be safe, she called in the public 
health officer to help her identify the 
scorpion. He saw it and immediately turned 
white. “This is a deathstalker,” he said. 
Monique had been stung by one of the 
most dangerous scorpions in the world!  
The doctor immediately went to check on 
her patient.
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