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Jump into the cockpit and take flight with 
Pilot books. Your journey will take you on 
high-energy adventures as you learn about 
all that is wild, weird, fascinating, and fun!
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 “Mikey, come eat!” Fifteen-year-old Mike Makens 
heard his mom calling him to breakfast. He grabbed 
a pair of socks and rushed to put them on. As he 
slid one foot in, he felt a sharp prick. It wasn’t too 
painful. It was probably nothing to worry about. Mike 
shrugged it off and joined his family at the table in their 
Colorado home.

 After breakfast, Mike felt another prick. This time he 
was sure there was something in his sock. He pulled it 
off and noticed a red spot on his foot. Then he turned 
the sock inside out. Mike was expecting to see a thorn 
caught in the fabric. Instead, he found the crumpled 
body of a large spider.



Fair-Weather Frights
Black widow spiders prefer warm 
weather. However, that doesn’t 
stop them from living in cooler 
climates. They move indoors 
when it starts to get chilly.
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 Mike brushed the dead spider onto the 
counter to take a closer look. Its body was 
glossy black. Suddenly, Mike’s gut twisted 
in fear. He noticed a familiar marking on 
the spider’s abdomen. There was no 
mistaking it. It was the red hourglass of 
the black widow. Mike had been bitten 
by one of the deadliest spiders on Earth.

 Within minutes, Mike was in such 

extreme pain that he collapsed to the 
floor. It felt like his entire leg was being 
stabbed with knives. The pain grew worse 
and worse. Mike’s screams and sobs were 
too much for his parents to bear. They 
rushed him to the nearest hospital.
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