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 It was a day like any other in the East African 
country of Tanzania. Ernest, a young Maasai warrior, 
was working with friends to herd the tribe’s cattle. He 
took this task seriously. He knew the Maasai people 
could not survive without their cattle. As Ernest walked 
next to the herd, he saw one of the cows break away 
and run off. He began to chase after it.

 Suddenly, a flash of dark scales stopped Ernest 
in his tracks. He had stepped dangerously close to a 
black mamba. His first instinct was to run, but it was too 
late for that. The furious mamba struck before Ernest 
could move a muscle.
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Danger in Africa 
About 20,000 Africans die from snake 
bites each year. Black mambas are 
responsible for many of these deaths.
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 Ernest felt the snake’s fangs sink 
into his leg. Then the mamba slithered 
down a hole and out of sight. Ernest 
knew most black mamba bites resulted 
in death. He had to act quickly if he 
was going to survive. Luckily, he knew 
exactly what to do.

 Ernest sat down under a nearby tree. 
He tied a rope tightly above the bite 
wound. This was a risky move. The rope 
could cut off his blood supply and cause 
him to lose his leg. But it would also help 
keep the venom from spreading. Ernest 
was prepared to sacrifice his leg to 
stay alive. 
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