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4

 A shark glides slowly through  
the ocean in search of prey. Its 
large pectoral fins and rounded 
dorsal fin have white tips. This is 
the oceanic whitetip shark, one of the 
most dangerous sharks in the world.  
 The oceanic whitetip sticks its 
short, blunt snout out of the water and 
sniffs the air. It catches the scent of a 
dead whale, one of its favorite meals. 
It drops back into the water and races 
other sharks to the feast!
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 The oceanic whitetip shark has a brownish gray back 
and a white belly. This countershading helps the whitetip 
sneak up on prey without being seen. The shark’s round 
eyes have nictitating membranes. When the whitetip 
attacks, these close to protect the eyes from injury. Broad 
scales called dermal denticles cover the whitetip’s body. 
They lie flat and are smooth to the touch.

The whitetip has been 

blamed for the deaths of 

many shipwreck victims.



oceanic whitetip shark
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 An adult whitetip is usually around 7 feet (2 meters) 
long, but it can grow to be as long as 13 feet (4 meters). 
Females are often slightly longer than males. Both males 
and females can weigh up to 370 pounds (168 kilograms).

human
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