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 A school of speedy tuna swims 
in the open ocean. A large, slender 
shark with a pointed nose follows 
them. Its crescent-shaped tail 
fin swishes through the water in 
short, powerful strokes. This is the 
mako shark. It is one of the fastest 
predators in the ocean! Its blue 
back, silver sides, and white belly 
help it blend in with the water.  
The tuna do not notice the shark 
below them. With a burst of speed, 
the mako devours the tuna. 
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 The name mako shark can refer to either 
the shortfin mako or the longfin mako. 
However, it most often refers to the more 
common shortfin mako. This shark is named 
for its short pectoral fins.  
 Adult shortfins usually grow to be between 
6 and 8 feet (1.8 and 2.4 meters) long, 
but they can reach lengths of over 13 feet 
(4 meters). Females are often larger than 
males. Some adult shortfins weigh over 
1,000 pounds (450 kilograms).

human

mako shark



oceanic whitetip shark
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 Longfin makos are similar to shortfins, but they 
have longer pectoral fins and darker coloring around 
their mouths. They swim in the same tropical and 
temperate seas as shortfins. However, they are 
often found at greater depths.

pectoral fins
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