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 Beneath the surface of the ocean 
swims a fearsome predator. Its body is 
shaped like a torpedo. It has powerful 
jaws and a pointed snout. Its large, 
triangular dorsal fin slices through the 
water. This is the great white shark, the 
largest predatory fish in the ocean!
 The shark swims near an island and 
catches the scent of seals, its favorite prey. 
It lifts its head out of the water and spots 
them swimming nearby. The shark moves 
quietly under a seal. With tremendous 
speed, the great white swims upward.  
It rams into the seal and bites it with  
razor-sharp teeth. It quickly devours the 
surprised seal. Now full, the shark can wait 
several weeks before it must hunt again.
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The great white shark’s scientific 

name is Carcharodon carcharias. 

It comes from the Greek words 

carcharos, meaning “ragged,” 

and odon, meaning “tooth.”
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 The great white shark gets its name from its white 
belly. Its back is bluish gray. This countershading helps 
the shark catch prey by surprise. Fish looking down at a 
great white see only dark ocean water. Fish looking up 
see only light from the surface.
 The great white’s body is covered with flat, pointed 
scales called dermal denticles. These scales are 
packed together tightly. They protect the great white  
from injury and help it move smoothly through water.
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great white shark

human

 The great white can grow to be 21 feet (6.4 meters) 
long, but it averages between 12 and 16 feet (3.7 and 4.9 
meters). Adult females are generally larger than males.  
The largest great whites can weigh up to 5,000 pounds 
(2,270 kilograms).
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