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 Two divers swim into a metal cage 
in the ocean. The cage keeps them 
safe, but the divers are still nervous. 
This is shark territory! Soon, a large fish 
with long, pointed pectoral fins swims 
toward them. The divers recognize its 
dark blue back, bright blue sides, and 
white underbelly. It is a blue shark, one 
of the fastest predators in the ocean.
 The shark is hungry and curious.  
It bumps its snout against the cage. 
Suddenly, nictitating membranes close 
over its round, black eyes. This signals 
an attack! The shark’s razor-sharp teeth 
clamp down on the bars of the cage. 
The shark soon loses interest and swims 
away in search of tastier prey. The 
divers are relieved and thrilled at the 
same time. It is rare to be so close to a 
dangerous predator!
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 The blue shark is found in the Pacific, 
Atlantic, and Indian Oceans. This shark 
prefers to cruise the open ocean, but it will 
sometimes come near shore. It can swim 
to depths of 1,150 feet (350 meters).
 The blue shark’s coloring has an 
important purpose. Seen from below, the 
shark blends in with the sunlit surface. 
Seen from above, it gets lost in the darker 
water beneath it. This countershading 
allows it to sneak up on prey. It also helps 
the shark stay hidden from predators.

= blue shark territory
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 The blue shark is not a large shark. Most adults are  
6 to 8 feet (1.8 to 2.4 meters) long and weigh between 
65 and 115 pounds (30 and 52 kilograms). However, 
some can reach a length of 12 feet (3.6 meters) and 
weigh up to 500 pounds (225 kilograms)!
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