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 A hunter makes his way across an 
open prairie. His trained bird dog 
walks quietly at his side. The pair 
moves into the wind toward a nest of 
pheasants. The alert pheasants hear the 
hunter’s footsteps. They break and run 
in the other direction, but a small pond 
blocks their path. Unable to swim, the 
birds flap their wings and take flight.
 The dog stops suddenly and points 
his body toward the flock. The hunter 
raises his shotgun and aims at a 
rooster. He fires as the birds cross the 
sky. The rooster falls to the ground. 
The dog rushes to retrieve the bird 
while the hunter reloads his weapon. 
Pheasant season has begun!
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 Pheasant hunting is a challenging 
outdoor activity. Pheasants are quick 
birds that will flee at the sight, sound, 
or scent of humans or dogs. They run 
swiftly behind ground cover and take 
flight when necessary.
 Pheasant hunters walk grasslands 
alone or in small groups. No team is 
complete without a trained bird dog or 
two. Hunters prepare by scouting the 
streams and ponds where pheasants 
like to gather. They head out early in 
the day when the birds are most active. 
This gives them the best chance for a 
successful hunt.

The most common pheasants in the United States are ring-necked pheasants. These birds are not from the Americas. They were first brought over from China in 1881.
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