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 A cool fall breeze blows as two 
hunters walk through a forest. The trees 
are bare, and leaves cover the ground. 
One of the hunters spots a buck on top 
of a hill. Its antlers have six points.  
The hunter moves to a clear line of sight. 
He raises his rifle and aims carefully 
through the scope.
 Just then, the other hunter takes a 
small step forward. A twig snaps under 
his foot. The startled deer runs deeper 
into the woods. The hunter lowers his 
rifle. He may have to wait hours for 
another chance at a buck.
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 Deer hunting is a popular fall sport. Every year, millions 
of hunters head to the woods in search of a trophy buck.  
The most serious hunters scout before deer hunting season. 
They search for the best deer trails in the area.
  

Some people work as professional 
hunting guides. They direct hunters 
to deer trails and places where deer 

like to drink, rest, and graze.
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 Deer hunting is usually a group activity, but 
hunters must stay silent. They must also keep their 
distance when following a deer. Deer have great 
hearing and an excellent sense of smell. They are 
very afraid of humans. If they hear footsteps or 
smell a human, they will run away at speeds up  
to 30 miles (48 kilometers) per hour.
  

Species Location
White-tailed deer Eastern, Central, and 
 Northwestern United States

Mule deer Western United States

Elk Northwestern United States

Moose Northern United States

Caribou Alaska
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