EXPLORING COUNTRIES




hers, and Parents:
ped by literacy experts

Note fo Librarians, Teac
e carefully develo
h developmentally

Blastoff! Readers ar
and combine stondords—bcsed content wit

oppropriote text.
gh repefition of high-

most support throu
tence patterns, an

Level 1 provides the
t text, predictob\e sen

frequency words, ligh
strong visual support.
y readers @ bit mor:
reased text load,

Level 2 offers earl e challenge through varied
simple sentences, inc and less repetition of high-

frequency words.
rs toward fluency through

early-fluent reade
eliance on visuals, longer

concept load, less T
¢ literary language-
Level 4 builds reading stamind by providing more text per

f punctucﬁon, greater variation in sentence

page, increased use ©
patterns, and increasingly challenging vocabulary

move from “learnin
g even more text, vari

Level 3 advances
increased fext and
sentences, and mor

Level 5 encourages children to gto read”
to “reading to learn” by providin ed writing

styles, and |ess familiar topics:

Whichever book is right for you
erfect books fo build confidenc

that will last a lifetime!

fl Readers are the

r reader, Blastof
o a love of reading

e and encourag

This edition first 7
published in 2013 b
y Bellwether Medi
a, Inc.

No part of this publi
s publicatio
For i . n may be re| »
53'5'9“;;2"':" ST petmission pm:izdswhc’h'e or in part without writte
oSl d sl Minneapoli ellwether Medi n permission of th )
b eapolis, MN 55419 ia, Inc., Attention: Permissi e publisher.
) ) : ssions Department

Owings, Lisa.
Iceland / by Lisa Owings

p. cm. - (Blastoff! ;
I - | readers : explori i
Snucrll:ﬁ:: blkgogrrphicol referencei c;rr:r;gi:cj)UHmES)

y: "Developed by i *
o y literacy experts f i
ISBN%;ggqggér:ig;@re s, Icelandn_ﬁz:/fét;«ieg;s mglrahdes three through seven, this book
- desloe . iched , this book int

I]D« Iceland-Juvenile |irer<:|rufec‘rldfl'(')rer oy er 7N\
DL305,095 2013 1,

9.12-dc23

2012000962

M ERS and associated logos are
]
ext copyri © 2013 b Bellwether Med a, Inc. BLASTOFF! READ g

trademarks and/ -
gt or registered trademarks of B
marks and/or regi ellwether Media, I
gistered trademarks a, Inc. SCHOLASTIC
of Scholastic Inc , CHILDREN'S PRESS
3 , and associated

Printed in the Uni
ited States of Ameri
erica, North Mankato,
, MN.




* ¥

Contents

Where Is Iceland?
The Land
Vatnajokull
Wildlife

The People

Daily Life

Going to School
Working

Playing

Food

Holidays
Icelandic Folklore
Fast Facts
Glossary

To Learn More
Index

4

10
12
14
16
18
20
22
24
26
28
30
31
Ky



Where Is Iceland‘?

KkNOW?

of Iceland nearly
his means the sun
izon in June.
pfora

Did you

The northernmost points

touch the Arctic Circle. T

hardly dips below the hor

In December, the sun is LAY
few hours each day-

Denmark
Strait

Greenland
Sea

Iceland

E Atlantic
Ocean



Iceland is a rugged island of
tall mountains and deep fjords.
A part of Europe, the country

sits in the chilly Atlantic Ocean.
The Greenland Sea touches

its northern shores. Across the
Denmark Strait to the northwest
is Iceland’s nearest neighbor,
Greenland. To the east lies
Norway, and the United Kingdom
is a short flight to the southeast.

Spanning 39,769 square miles
(103,000 square kilometers),
Iceland is a small country.

Its capital and largest city is
Reykjavik. This is the northernmost

capital city in the world.



Eyjafjallajokull

In some places, Iceland lives up to its name. Glaciers

top large areas of the rocky landscape. Arctic winds

howl through the dark, snowy winters. However, Iceland

is also a land of fire. The island rests atop the

Mid-Atlantic Ridge. This makes Iceland a hot spot
o for volcanic eruptions and mild earthquakes.



Iceland has the largest number of
hot springs in the world. Some hot
springs shoot water into the air. They
are called geysers after the Icelandic
word geysir.

Iceland's landscape is green in the summer, but it has

few trees. Clear lakes, sparkling waterfalls, and jagged
fiords add to its beauty. The climate does not change much
throughout the year. Winters are mild and summers are cool.
The average temperature in the capital city is 40 degrees

Fahrenheit (4 degrees Celsius). °
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